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ENERGY ECONOMICS JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


OIL, GAS SEARCH STATUS--Kingston (IPS)--Drilling operations for oil and gas 
in the Western Jamaica parish of Wesmoreland will end next week, as it is 
unlikely that there will be a find, a spokesman for the government-owned 
petroleum corporation has announced. The on-shore drilling operations will 
now be shifted to the northern parish of St Ann where a gas seep had been 
identified, Bill Saunders, Managing Director of the corporation said this 
week. The corporation began drilling its first oil and gas exploratory wells 
at Hertford in Westmoreland in early November. Saunders told a luncheon 
hosted by engineers here that the drilling target for the Herford well was a 
depth of 3,281 metres. A depth of 2,968 metres had already been reached with- 
out any sign of oil, and it was unlikely that any would be found in the re- 
maining 313 metres. He said progress had been slow because of the nature of 
the material encountered in the last two thousand metres. Saunders indicated 
that there was no better news from the offshore drilling operations at the 
Pedro Banks. He said a depth of over 1,000 m had been reached by Union 

Texas which has between 15 and 25 days to pull out because of another commit- 
ment in the gulf of Mexico. A commercial discovery of oil would dramatically 
change the energy situation in Jamaica. Oil imports account for 32 percent 
of the country's annual spending. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 5 Feb 82 p 16] 


CSO: 3025/180 














COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRADE UNION SEMINAR SEES GOVERNMENT ATTACKS ON WORKERS' RIGHTS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Feb 82 p 10 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


“ROSEAU,' Dominica,, 
Wednesday, (CANA) — A five- 
day trade union seminar: 


began here Monday. with’ 
delegates - accusing = ‘some’ 
Cari n Governments and 
rivate sector officials of 
interfering in the free 
collective bargaining rights of 
trade unions. 

The seminar with the theme 
Be ag trade Lge is 
cing organised and spon- 
sored by the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung Organisation of West 
Germany in conjunction with 
the Barbados-basedCaribbean 
Ci of — (CCL). 
session, - - 's . education 
officer Curtis Augustus said it. 
was important at this stage in 
Caribbean . development for 
the trade union movement to: 
be strengthened. 

The movement, 
particularly in Dominica, was 
now under attack, he said. 
Referring to moves by some 
private sector employees to 
appoint their own sho 
stewards at places of 


Mr. Augustus expressed 
particular concern about the 
erosion of the bargaining 
rights of the trade union 
movement in the region, 
noting the case of Bar 
where he said politicians were 
using “‘the staf power to 
determine for wo'kers what 
they consider 9 be a 
reasonable wage.”’ 

The whole purpose of 
collective bargaining is -_ 
seriously he said. ‘‘}: 


3025/182 


am concerned that if this. 
could take in Barbados 
and we know when the 
ministers meet, (Caribbean 


so that they could work out 
strategies to straitjacket the 
trade union movement 
because they: consider the: 
trade union as an obstacle to 


He said that the only way 
the trade union movement 
could withstand these ‘‘con- 
sistent attacks’ was to engage 
themselves in activities such 
as educational programmes, 
so as to better equip the 


general membership of the 


President of the powerful 
Waterfront and _ Allied 
Workers Union here, Louis 
Benoit. called for the for- 
mation of, 4 mnica.. The 
Council in inica. 
formation of such a council 
would provide ‘‘our only 
survival,” he claimed. 


Mr. Benoit said “‘some 
leaders in the community 
have no use for trade unions, 
just like politicians have no 
use for workers,” he also 
criticised those workers who 
believed that the trade union’s 
mly role was to negotiate 
wage agreements. 


He said the trade union 
membership here was 
plagued with problems ‘and 
warned if efforts were not 
made to iron them out quickly 
‘hey could filter down and 
sause conflicts between trade 
union leaders and workers. 




















COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


MEDIA TRAINING PROGRAM--Kingston, Jamaica, Wednesday, (CANA)--A Caribbean pro- 
ject for media training and programme exchanges in the region is to receive 
J$530 000 (one Jca dollar equal 56 cents US) in funding from the International 
Programme for the Development of Communications (IPDC), the Jamaica Informa- 
tion Service (JIS) said. The IPDC is an arm of the United National Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). It is aimed at assisting devel- 
oping countries with informational technology transfer and the use of modern 
communication systems to enhance development. The JIS said the project was 
proposed by the Caribbean Broadcasting Union (CBU) at an IPDC general meeting 
in Mexico last month. The CBU is an umbrella organisation for electronic 
media systems in the Commonwealth Caribbean. This is the first time that the 
IPDC is allocating funds and the CBU project was among the first to be accepted 
out of a total of 54 submitted, the JIS said. Under the programme, there will 
be joint training in management production and engineering. It is hoped that 
the exercise will significantly increase the exchange of both radio and tele- 
vision programmes in the Caribbean, JIS said. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE- 
NEWS in English 9 Feb 82 p 3] 


CSO: 3025/182 














COUNTRY SECTION 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


GOVERNMENT PLANS ‘ALL OUT’ DRIVE TO INCREASE TOURISM IN 1982 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 9 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


ST. JOHN'S, satis. 
Monday (CANA) — The 
Anti Barbuda 


chairman of the Antigua 
Hotels” and Tourist 
Association, Brian Gonsalves, 
said yesterday. 

Senior tourism officials will 
be making a Series of trips to 
the U.S., Canada and the 
Seal arises, be tak 

arrivals, 
ACANA. 
In some cases the 


Last year tourist arrivals in 
the islands were down on 1980. 


‘There are several reasons for 


that,’ said Gonsalves. ‘One is 


recession. I would y 
inflation and high interest 
rates, which have not only 
affected Antigua, but.. the 
entire Caribbean chain of 
resort islands.’ 


He rejected claims that 
An ’s levels were 
too ’ conceded that 
some ‘unhealthy’ attitudes to 
tourists were = pa 


ears 
tourism arrivals would drop 


3025/182 


furuier. 
Fh ageses we se ost 
pricing ourselves out o 
ot a A An 
are 
most other Caribbean 
destinations.’ - 


ee oe times 
some 

have cortal vats Eto 
of the treatmert meted out 
here to tourists and he 
s that is 


landers 
to give visitors a better 


F r’ treatment, the of- 
icial said. © 
‘We can and promote 


The chairman said the 
association had started to 
through a 


more aware of the importance 
of tourism tn the economy. 





COUNTRY SECTION | | ARGENTINA 


ROUCO ADVOCATES MILITARY INTERVENTION ON SOVEREIGNTY MATTERS 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 18 Feb 82 pp 1, 4 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "The Malvinas, a Necessity"/ 


[Text] It is no easy matter to ascertain how willing the new government 
is to act firmly and decisively to quickly recover the Malvinas Islands 
without further red tape. Here, even the finest ideas, above all the finest Ly 
ideas generally flounder on the rocks of hesitation, and any plan that entails 
imagination and risk all too often is put into mothballs. The fact is, 
however, that for the time being the Foreign Ministry seems to be on the 

right track and is not skimping on efforts regarding this issue. 


The least that can be asked of military governments is that they not vacillate . 
in connection with a military contingency when matters of sovereignty are 
involved. After decades of fruitless negotiations, Argentina has more than 
enough reason to believe that Great Britain will not let go of the Malvinas 
of its own will nor under any agreement that would mean the loss of its 
administrative authority in the islands. Although unacceptable, Britain's 
obstinacy in this regard is not only understandable but admirable. Thus, 
the time is drawing near when Buenos Aires ought to begin thinking about 
using force, which in such instances is always based on three premises: 
justification, capacity and need. 


Capacity 


The legal and historical reasons for Argentina's claim to the Malvinas Islands 
are so clear-cut that we need not even discuss them. We can say almost 

the same about its capacity to recover them by military means, given their 
proximity, their total defenselessness (just 80 armed men) and the serious 
military and diplomatic problems that counteraction would pose for London, 

all of which today outweigh the value of the territory and, above all, are 
completely unrelated to its foreseeable political future in the West. So 
then, the degree of Argentina's need is the sole remaining factor. 


New Circumstances 
In this regard we should keep in mind three relatively new circumstances, 


which would alone justify the fact that Buenos Aires did not take a military 
initiative 20 years ago, for example, but should do so now: 1) the isolation 











that the country is suffering from in regard to strategic and political 
coordination arrangements in the West, as a result of its erratic foreign 
policy over the past 30 years, its steady internal weakening and, more recently, 
the methods employed in the so-called antisubversive war, which have placed 
Argentina in a sort of international ghetto; 2) the unfavorable outcome 

of the Beagle arbitration and now of the papal mediation, which poses an 
imminent threat to our position in the South Atlantic; 3) Soviet penetration 
in the zone, with the resulting concern in the United States, inasmuch as 
control of navigation routes in the area, of the straits towards Antarctica 
and of the pole itself will probably become a strategic tool of the first 
order in the decades to come. 


In short, if Argentina does not immediately secure a new point of support 

in the South Atlantic, it is running the risk of not only seeing itself 
excluded from everything that might go on there but also of suffering the 
aftereffects, without profiting at all, of the confrontations between the 
major powers and their Latin American disciples and even of subjecting its 
mainland to all sorts of ambushes, inasmuch as aside from the potential 
riches there, no one can separate the territory from its natural “continuity,” 
in other words, the general strategic structure of the extreme south. Now 
that the loss of the Beagle is about to be consummated, with the inevitable 
modification of the geopolitical spectrum in the reigon, only the Falklands 
and adjacent islands offer Argentina the chance of playing the role that 

it ought to there or at least of compensating for the losses suffered, thus 
affording itself some prospect of relative independence by the year 2000. 

In light of all this, the hydrocarbons deposits and the krill resources, 
albeit very important, except for a country that has barely begun to develop 
its exceedingly rich lands, are secondary factors or objectives. 


Time Is Running Out 


If we bear in mind how rapidly the United States, the USSR and certain Latin 
American nations, such as Brazil and Chile, are seeking to bolster their 
positions in the south today, it goes without saying that Argentina is no 
longer in a position to continue putting off its recovery of the islands 
"cine die." The maneuvering room that is has left is very narrow and shrinking 
every day. Within | or 2 years, for example, the major powers and the inter- 
mediate powers might have their blueprints all worked out, behind Argentina's 
back, and in that event it would be much harder, if not impossible, to make 
that kind of move. What happened to the decadent actors in the Commedia 
dell'Arte, who always came on stage too late, would happen to us: Instead 

of charging the public, we would have to pay them and, moreover, recite the 
speech of the hateful character. Moreover, the government would surely 

come out the winner, on the political home front, from an undertaking with 
this kind of psychological and patriotic impact, and this might even be 

its main enticement. But no one could reproach it. As Goethe said, it 

is perhaps worthwhile to ponder why, but it is much more worthwhile to ponder 
how and what. 








Countering Soviet Penetration 


Before it is too late, Argentina and the rest of Latin America will also have 
to directly and decisively confront the disturbing phenomenon of Soviet 
penetration in Central America, which at the moment is threatening to divide 
the continent in two and to isolate the South American half from the West. 
Galtieri's new administration is not doing much in this regard, and as far 

as we know, Argentina still has major doubts about any sort of cooperation 
arrangement with the United States, in spite of the unofficial accounts and 
reports. At the same time, the supposedly largest parties believe or pretend 
to believe that what is happening in Nicaragua orEl Salvador is merely an 
“internal matter" that while involving an ideological confrontation, is 

not part of a global struggle for military predominance, and that therefore 
we should not intervene, to which end they are putting al’ sorts of pressures 
on the military regime. They are not even paying attent) sn to what the 
Soviet Union's own spokesmen are saying in Central Ameri.a. Just a few 
months ago, at the close of a meeting of “specialists,"’ the commander in 
chief of the so-called Sandinist People's Army and the top man in the new 
Nicaraguan regime, Humberto Ortegas, said the following: "Mankind has been 
moving forward, and at the time of the triumph of the Sandinist People's Revolution 
(...) the historic development of society is polarized into two major camps: 
on the one hand, the capitalist camp headed by the United States and the 

rest of the capitalist countries in Europe and the world, and on the other, 
the socialist camp, made up of various countries in Europe, Asia and Latin 
America, with the Soviet Union in the vanguard." 


Mr Ortegas is obviously much more "in the vanguard" than Messrs Leon, Frigerio 
or Bittel, for example. Even so, there is a good culture medium in this 
country, and its supposedly anti-Marxist military regimes have been and 

are still involved at times in preparing it. Here's an example: While the 
government proclaims its determination to denationalize, Mr Diaz Lecam is 

once again involved in the San Juan provincial government and as secretary 

of state and government no less, the same Diaz Lecam who as head of the 
Bloquista group in the province's Chamber of Deputies, spoke the following 
words in 1974: "The complexity of the economic system, the complexity of 

the factors of production in the modern world and even the complexity of 

the individual as such lend increasing support in the realm of economic 
philosophy to the argument that the State must begin to get involved in 

the economy through state-run enterprises, through State economic planning 

and even through the nationalization or takeover of a country's basic pillars." 
This new member of one of the provincial governments set up by well-known 
"conservatives" also called on the same chamber to express "solidarity" 

with the "journalists" for publications such as EL DESCAMISADO, DE FRENTE 

and "any other example of what is called the combative press," he added. 


In short, we have no lack of people "in the vanguard."' The country is, 
so to speak, prepared for everything. 


8743 
CSO: 912 





COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


IMPACT OF PSP MEMBER MURDER ON GOVERNMENT STABILITY ASSESSED 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 20 Feb 82 pp 1, 4 
[Article by J. Iglesias Rouco: "In Search of the Law] 


[Text] The country is once again living gloomy days and hours. The murder 

of Ana Maria Martinez is the latest episode in Argentina's tragedy over 

the past decade and lends an illusory, almost funambulatory air to the military 
regime's and the parties' "democratization" plans. How can a system of 

freedom and respect for dissent be established in a lawless land? Can the 

right to choose one's ideology be exercised when the right to life is not 

even guaranteed? Can parties function before courts of law? 


As some circles have suggested, perhaps the aim of the murderers was none 

other than to remind us that in our State (we have to call it something) 

there are no answers to these and many other questions right now. The "process" 
would thus be pursued in the ambiguous situation of an uncontrolled “war ,"" 

which logically would be conducive only to loss of political and economic 
control. In connection with this possibility, it has even been suggested 

to us that her death has prompted a “firm denunciation" in one of the three 
branches, or in two and even in all three and that many of their top officers 
have expressed a desire that the matter "be cleared up." But after the 

long and terrible experience of the "dirty war," it stands to reason that 

there are suspicions that those responsible for the murder are perhaps not 
totally detached from certain factions of the regime, whether fringe factions 

or not, even though their actions were completely divorced from its political 
machinery and even from those very fringe groups. Moreover, there is speculation 
that there «night have been a lack of "coordination" or "intelligence work" 
between the police and the political sections of the Casa Rosada during 

the initial handling of the incident. 


A Blow to the Government's Stability 


In any case, the fact is that the kidnapping and murder of Ana Maria Martinez 
have dealt a harsh blow to the government or, to be more precise, to its 
stability, both at home and abroad, regardless of how stubbornly some of 

its members refuse to admit it, because they are still victims of their 

own pretentiousness, fanaticism or indifference to the rule of law that 

every government deserving of the name must be based on. To understand 

this we need only take a look at the peculiar national and international 











circumstances amid which this ominous incident has taken place. On the 

one hand, we have the increasing difficulties that the present U.S. administration 
and some European governments are having in their attempts at a rapprochement 
with Buenos Aires while world public opinion continues to regard Argentina 

as an outcast (a few hours ago a foreign diplomat went so far as to tell 

me that the human rights situation in this country could make it even more 
difficult for Buenos Aires to recover the Malvinas Islands through diplomatic 
negotiations). On the other hand, we have Galtieri and his men grappling 
with the parties and unions, the beginning of which coincided exactly with 
the kidnapping and murder of Ana Maria Martinez, a fact that we should also 
keep in mind, and all of this is taking place in the midst of an economic 
chaos to which no solution can yet be seen and amid the widespread misgivings 
that the launching of a supposedly government party has prompted. Perhaps 

to this set of circumstances we ought to add the government's successful 
efforts to enhance the political "image" of certain labor leaders or union 
organizations, such as the CGT [General Labor Confederation], which some 

days ago was offered a police cordon during its debates, so that no one 

could doubt its "daring" and even its "independence" and "suitability," 

a propaganda tactic by the government that would have doubtless earned the 
applause of the lord of the shirtless ones [descamisados]. 


The Government's Duty 


Given this picture, and above all as a minimal application of the principle 
of law and authority, the government should feel more oft.liged than ever 

to clear up this and other recent deaths or disappearances. Out of respect 
for our nation we can no longer continue to tolerate this climate of violence 
and systematic insecurity. Will the government do anything? Or to put 

it more accurately, can it do anything? We cannot say for sure if we go by 
what happened over the last 6 years. But what we can say for sure is that 

if it does not act, it will grow rapidly weaker until it is eventuelly 
disarmed, and not so much at the hands of its enemies or the parties as 

of its alleged "friends" or of the people who call themselves that. If 

we look at things this way, we cannot rule out that this was another of 

the objectives of the people responsible for her murder. One of the sinister 
aspects of the tragedy in Argentina and of its aftermath is that we still 
cannot rule out anything. 


Everyone's Obligation 


The murder of this woman should also serve, as previous murders should have, 
as a starting point for illuminating our national awareness. The reason 

is that in the final accounting it is not only the government that has to 
take responsibility for what happened in the past and what is happening 

today in the area of human rights or individual guarantees; the entire social 
fabric, all of the segments of political, cultural and even economic life 

in our country are responsible. Argentina is living a sort of nightmare, 
fears that although well-founded wind up distorting its public and private 
life and, as Ortega y Gasset said of Spain, "exacerbating its history." 





This prevents it from grasping the root of its "debacle," understanding 

its misfortune and thus putting an end to its generalized insecurity, that 

is to say, its "exacerbation," while at the same time stréngthening itself 

to meet the permanent challenge of extremism, which in reality is only trying 
to contaminate Western democracies with its own methods so that they thus 
destroy themselves. The whirlwind of events seems to have swept Argentina 
into confusion as well, and thus the country understands little or nothing 

of what is going on, in other words, of the root causes of its destruction. 
This is the only explanation, for example, of the indifference shown by 

most people and by their leaders, first to terrorism and then to massive 
disappearances during the period of the repression, not to mention the silence 
of the parties, of the courts and even of much of the episcopate, or of 

their rash attempts at a moral alibi, which were even worse than silence, 
before and after the terrorism and repression and until a very short time 

ago. It is this indifference that is today facilitating the maneuvers of 
certain parties or ideological groups, maneuvers aimed at gaining advantages 
from the regime in exchange for an alleged “understanding” or an even more 
hypothetical "amnesia." These parties and groups, in order to step up 

their pressures on the military government, are at the same time pretending 
that our tragedy was caused solely by tiny groups of terrorists, on the 

one hand, and of military officers or policemen, on the other, thus overlooking 
the historic and, in particular, the cultural and political culture medium 
that they themselves, that these parties directly or indirectly encouraged 

and that made the turmoil possible. In short, there are very few people 

who are making an effort to see the totality of the problem, whereas there 

are too many who are running around looking for personal exoneration or 

ad hoc half measures, thus failing to realize that they could fall off another 
precipice, as could we all. 


Only when knowledge of the origins of our calamity becomes widespread will 
Argentina have an accurate historical awareness and, therefore, be able 

to clearly and energetically confront its destiny. This should be the task 
and the concern of all, just about the only task and concern of all, at 
this time. 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


CARBAP OBJECTS TO JNG DECISION ON EXPORT REGISTRATION 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 20 Feb 82 Sec 3 p 2 


[Text] Faced with the uncertainty surrounding the final results of the 

wheat harvest and given the importance of amounts for export, the National 
Grain Board (JNG) decided on 22 December to close the export register, a 

move that was not made public until this month, which prompted a vigorous 
reaction from CARBAP [Confederation of Buenos Aires and the Pampa Rural 
Associations]. The confederation has called for the reopening of the wheat 
export register and denounced the government's intervention, which in its 
judgment "depresses the market and runs counter to the national interest, 

in service to which this policy should be rectified by allowing the unfettered 
workings of supply and demand." 


It also feels that the board's move is at odds with the government's announced 
policy of eliminating State intervention and allowing free trade as guaranteed 
by the constitution. 


In order to prevent excess exports from depriving the domestic market of 
wheat, the board has traditionally banned further overseas sales, but it 
is also true that such measures have always been widely publicized, the 

confederation headed by Eduardo Althabe asserts. 


It is precisely this absence of prior notice that CARBAP is objecting to, 

because it has prevented the confederation from taking action to boost production 
in timely fashion. The main idea is that the mills should be building up 

their reserves so that they can have enough wheat available for their annual 
needs, instead of having the board buy and store the wheat so that it can 

sell it to them when they: need it. 


Under these conditions, the CARBAP people feel that the producers could 

be hurt by the elimination of competition and that we might even again see 
the board paying a higher price at purchasing time than the going price 

on the world market when the wheat is sold to industry; the board would 
thus be in serious trouble because it would have to absorb the difference 
or force the mills to sell the flour at prices that would boost the price 
of bread excessively. 
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The idea is not that the mills should immediately acquire the storage capacity 
to meet their needs all year long; rather, they should gradually build up 
their reserves so that they can compete freely without the board having 

to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for them every year. 


Livestock Market 


Ancther of the concerns CARBAP expressed this past week has to do with the 
privatization of the National Livestock Market, an issue that the undersecretary 
of livestock, Jorge Tanoira, broached in informal statements. 


In the confederation's judgment, any decision on the market should be preceded 

by open, wideranging public consideration of the matter, because the transactions 
on this consolidated market are of major consequence. The confederation 

is also concerned about the possibility of changing the location of the 

market. The official announcement was that it would move to Mercedes, and 

a piece of land has already been purchased there for this purpose. 


The issue of contradictory decisions has also come up in the province of 

Buenos Aires, where the head of the reestablished Ministry of Agrarian Affairs, 
Victor H. Santirso, is making a strenuous effort to get the ministry abolished 
during General Saint Jean's tenure operating again. It is difficult to 
accurately assess what the significance will be of the time and effort required 
for this rebuilding, as well as the delays that it will entail for the ministry's 
agrological efforts proper, in the province with the country's greatest farm 

and livestock potential. 


8743 
CSO: 3010/912 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


SANTA CRUZ-TIERRA DEL FUEGO LINKUP PROJECT VIEWED 

Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 11 Feb 82 p 26 

[Article by special correspondent Omar Nelson Livigni: "A Priority Project"] 
[Text] Rio Gallegos--If we could draw up the long list of projects in Patagonia 
that have, frustratingly, never gotten off the drawing board, we would have 


to attach top priority, in a authentically national sense, to any of the 
well-documented attempts to establish an autonomous link between the 


_ province of Santa Cruz and the island of Tierra del Fuego. 


A decision has inexplicably been put off for years, in spite of the break 

in Argentina's geographic continuity at the Strait of Magellan. This is, 

in fact, the land and operational flank of Argentina's sea and Antarctic 

sector, where extremely important strategic factors and sovereignty considerations 
that are impossible to ignore come together. Because of this highly unusual 
situation (which has arisen because the infrastructure there has been designed 
more to enable the rest of the country to take advantage of Patagonia's 

resources than to develop the region itself), we have to "ask permission" 

from Chile's authorities to join our mainland with our section of Tierra 

del Fuego. 


Along Chile's Roads 


Passenger and cargo transport has to proceed along National Route 3 to Monte 
Aymond, crossing at that point into Chilean territory. The route in Chilean 
territory extends to Primera Angostura, where the Strait of Magellan is crossed 
on the "Malinka" or "Cruz del Sur" ferries, piloted by Chilean nationals. 

Once on the island and after traveling 210 kilometers on foreign soil, one 
enters the Argentine section, with all of the red tape involved in crossing 

a border twice. 


The depressing feeling that every Argentine gets when he lives through this 
experience is severely heightened when Chile blocks traffic and closes off 
the Tierra del Fuego border because of alleged "livestock epidemics" or 

by subjectively describing the cargo headed there as "strategic material." 


But while our indecisiveness has confirmed this unacceptable dependence, 

our neighbor has for some time now been operating a ferry in the Pacific 

that links Puerto Montt and Puerto Natales, a 3-day route that is the longest 
in the world covered by this kind of vessel. 
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The map shows the route (No 3) through Chilean territory that must currently 
be taken to reach Rio Grande and Ushuaia. The dotted lines indicate the 
two possible linkups with Tierra del Fuego through Argentine territory. 
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Rebirth of a Project 


Both Argentine states north and south of the Strait of Magellan recently 
resolved "to undertake without delay a maritime link between the island 

of Tierra del Fuego and the mainland, to guarantee socioeconomic development 
and the complete exercise of national sovereignty." 


The resolution also stipulates that "this link should be along the shortest 
possible route compatible with the geographic irregularities along the coast, 
as well as with the oceanographic and bathymetric conditions that would 

make it as affordable as possible." 


The "Regional Agency for the Physical Linkup of Santa Cruz and Tierra del 
Fuego" was set up for this purpose, and it has already begun compiling, 
updating and evaluating all background information on the matter. 


There have been many delays and much backtracking because the central government 
has failed to respond appropriately. But the options for the linkup boil 

down to the Punta Loyola (a port under construction near Rio Gallegos)-Rio 
Grande stretch and the route between Capes Virgenes and Espiritu Santo. 

If we leave aside the difference in distance (300 kilometers for the former 

and 35 for the latter), the only technical issue is the type of vessel to 

be employed, either the hovercraft or the "roll on-roll off"-type ferry. 

Hence, the time has come to make a political decision. This is a timely 
juncture to consolidate our territorial structure, to begin making Tierra 

del Fuego a part of the mainland and to strike the words "remote" and "cut off" 
from the vocabulary of our fellow countrymen living in the south, as a form 

of reparation and in keeping with an inescapable national imperative. 


8743 
cso: 3010/912 


15 











COUNTRY SECTION 


SUGAR WAGE DISPUTE RESOLVED AFTER LENGTHY WALKOUT 


Rejection of Government Proposal 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS 


[Excerpts] 


Sugar workers in Bar- 
bados have unanimously 
rejected the proposed 
wage séttlement which 
Government is seeking to 
implement to end a 
protracted sugar dispute 
which is holding up the 
start of the crop. 

Prime Minister Mr. Tom 
Adams told the nation on 
Friday night that his 
Government had moved under 
a 1968 law to fix the level of 
increases for ‘sugar workers 
after the workers 
body, the Barbados Workers 


Columnist: 


in English 7 Feb 82 p 


Union, and'the Sugar 
Producers Federation 


failed to reach a. settlement 


for a new w 
Under 
were to 


and they did not bear 
relatioeship ¢ what was 
ing place ? 


Workers Must Resist 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 8 Feb 82 p 5 


[Article by George Belle in "Clearing the Air" column: 


Fight Back"] 


[Excerpts] 


SOME cf the developments 
cver the week demonstrate 
aspects cf a clear plan. tc 
deliver teevy blows te 
working pecple ir this 
country. } 
It is net surprising that 
this has come to pass. But 
the true test will te in the 
respcnse of working 
recrle. The forces opposed 
to working class ad- 
vancement in this country 
tave teen keeping on 
ccnstant pressure, +e 
te cetect hcw much it will 
take tc treak the back of 
resistance tc attempts to 


turr, back the gains made 
since the 1940s. 

These are dangerous 
times, and working people 
rust stand up and fight 
tack. Every voice of the 
werkers must speak out; 
every institution organised 
in defense of working class 
interests stand its ground; 
all working people, 
regardless of political 
affiliation, must bicck these 
attempts to - roll back 
history. 

There are influential individuals 


in the political ip of this 
country, who by their political 
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overnment’s 


BARBADOS 


‘‘The workers are not 
prepared to accept the 
propose and therefore he: 

Mr..Adams) has it from me, - 
and he-can do as he pleases, : 


"Working Class Must 


stance, legitimise the increasing 
assault on poor people. 

The ruling party of this country, 
by accepting a monetarist 
economic strategy, assists and 
provides management for this 
assault. Barbadian working people 
must say they have had enough. 


ANTEPOOR 


-] have said repeatedly that 
monetarist economics is essentially 
anti-poor people. It nurtures the 
big man and punishes the small. It 
is a strategy to get around every 
advance gained by small people, to 
defend their interests; and in the 
final analysis, it aims to destroy 
those gains in the hope of —— 
poor people ‘‘in their place’, 
keeping them there. 





In Britain, it has brought on the 


most serious job crisis for working 


working people have gained far 
more than we have. Indeed, part of 
what they can fall back on to 
cushion their crisis was gained at 
the expense of working people in 
the developing world. 

Working people in Barbados 
and underdeveloped capitalist 
countries like Barbados have 
nothing to fall back on. We have 
nothing to cushion our fall. We 
have to stand firm. 


Big business opriates to 
itself the biggest share of wealth 

uced in the society. Yet, 
everytime they end up in a crisis of 
their own making, they seck the 
workers to bale them out. The 
sugar producers of Barbados, with 
hundreds of years of accumulated 


capital, with a history of hundreds 


of years of ap ion during 
which they paid our forefathers 
not one cent, come. crying to 


out. 


Adams Appeal 


working class people to bale them 


To make ee Oe ee ae 
of big business. Workers must 
increasingly learn to resist carrying 
even heavier burdens for big 
business. The workers must reject 
the intimidation of big business, 
reject the call to bale big business 
out of a crisis which is not of the 
workers’ making. 


Working people must in- 
creasingly ask, if big businesses 
can neither create jobs, nor pay for 
jobs, and is always in crisis, what 
good is big business for workers ? 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 9 Feb 82 p 1 


[Excerpt ] 


Barbados Prime 
Minister Mr. Tom Adams 


last night warned striking 


sugar industry workers 
that their action could 
spell economic disaster for 
the island. 

“St will be — short of a 
national calamity if the e sugar 


official start of harvesting of 


Mr. Adamis said the 
which saw good economic 
ormance were those 

in which sugar did well. If 
there. were no harvest, he 


ports, you can expect the 
severest international 
measures to deal with the 


Agreement on 10 Percent Increase 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


A settlement has been 
reached in the dispute 
between the Barbados 
Workers Union (BWU) and 
the Sugar Producers 
Federation over increased 
pay for workers. 


The settlement which paves 
the way for the start of the 


sitar a” three hour-long 


m between 

tatives of Gevatidnaes. the 

the federation at 
rters. 


The session was chaired by 
Prime Minister Mr. Tom 


Adams, while Sir Hugh 
Springer, a former trade 


treasurer of the Caribbean 
Labour Mr. Burns 


the indust 
structure 





union had been 
meeting earlier in the day. 
He said union will also 


em t for w 
othim the industry. 

Queried as to whether the 
settlement was 

union, Mr. Walcott said: 

“We do not speak in terms of 
victories because when do 
not succeed we do not like 
feel that you have 
defeated or va 


He went on: “‘We would like’ 


a vi fi 
tne ctory for 


of the solidarity and unity of 
the work and would 


we are happy that this spirit is 
prevalent ar..ong 
workers.” ~~ 


Mr. Walcott said that the . 
workers could be on the jobs 
from today since as far asthe - 
BWU is concerned the matter 


is eee Pe ; 
Also attending meeting 

were Labour Minister Mr. Vic 

Johnson, Cabinet 

Mr. Frank Blackman, Mr. 

Neville Osbourne and Geof- 


Steve Emtage, Director of 
Finance and Planning. 
Foursquare factory which 
temporarily closed its doors 
last week because of in- 


cso: 3025/181 


to say it’s a demonstration and‘ 


+ 
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sufficient canes to get grin- 
ding under way, is expected to 


ee ie 


factories, . 

Bul , Carrington and | 
Haymans are expected to 
course of this week. 


A statement from the 
Barbados Government last. 
night: said: “F 


mediations by the 

former trade unionist and 
Civil ; 

Sir Hugh i 


Springer, 
secretary treasurer of the 
Caribbean of Labour 


the Sugar 
w Federation, Reto 
Os and 


three = : as Wass 
The parties accepted the 
wages contained in the 
Ca order dated February 
8, 1982, and in addition, it was 
a an eee 
paymen made to s 
workers for the year 1! 
consisting of 5 per cent of all 
= for the year. 
incentive payment will 


‘the end of June, and in 
December of 1982. 
The parties further agreed 
that a review of the present 
classification of workers in the 
sugar industry~ will be un- 


All parties a reed that 
reaping of the 1962 sugar crop 
should start § tomorrow 


(today).”’ 
End of statement. | 





COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


ADAMS WARNS PUBLiC WORKERS UNION ON SICK LZAVE ISSUE 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Feb 82 p 2 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Mr Tom Adams has warned the National Union of Public 
Workers (NUPW) that "if they want war, they will get 1S." 


He was responding to a decision by the National Union of Public Workers (NUPW) 
to stage a work stoppage from noon today. 


The work stoppage, intended to be phase two in the union's industrial action 
to protest against Government's proposals to reduce the number of uncertifi- 
cated sick days for public workers from 21 to six, has since been called off 
and the matter settled. 


Mr Adams told a mass meeting at St. Patrick's last Sunday night that the ques- 
tion of sick days could not be a major industrial matter. 


He said that if any civil servant decided that the Government was to be 
paralysed over sick leave, then he would be very disappointed in the country. 


"T cannot believe that in Barbados, our tourist industry is going to be put 

at risk by civil servants striking at the airport for sick leave, so aeroplanes 
can't land and tourists can't get through. But I believe that if something 
like that were to be done the people of Barbados would have to rise up against 
the civil servants who do that. If they want war over something like this, 
they are going to get war. Let them have no mistake about it, because this 
cannot be an issue to paralyse a country." 


"Pither the National Union of Public Workers is a false and dishonest and in- 


sincere body in its negotiating principles or else it is a house divided 
against itself," the Prime Minister declared. 


‘ 


cso: 3025/181 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


INCE REASSIGNMENT--Government's Division of Culture is again looking for an 
officer to head that department. Civil servant Carl Ince, who, in October 
was put in charge of cultural affairs when the department was switched from 
the Ministry of Education and attached to the Information Ministry, was sent 
on special leave last Monday, pending his reassignment to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, next month. One source in top Government circles was un- 
sure whether the post of chief cultural affairs officer would be abolished, 
although a couple of names are being bandied arcund as possible successors 
to Ince. Ince's transfer has come only four months after the new division 
was established. Ince was senior foreign affairs officer at the Ministry of 
External Affairs up to 1979, before he was appointed Chief Information Offi- 
cer with the Government Information Service. [Text] [Bridgetown THE NATION 
in English 11 Feb 82 p 20] | 


cso: 3025/181 


20 





COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PRIME MINISTER PRESENTS 1982-83 BUDGET 
FL270310 Bridgetown CANA in English 2239 GMT 26 Feb 82 


[Text] Belmopan, Belize, 26 Feb (CANA)--Prime Minister and Minister of Finance 
George Price today presented the 1982-1983 national budget with expenditure of 
$186.6 million (1 Belize dollar: 49 U.S. cents). He announced some new taxes, 
particularly on alcohol, to raise some of the extra funds his government will 
need to run the country next financial year beginning April. 


The capital budget will be financed with funds generated internally and from the 
Caribbean Development Bank, the European Economic Community, United States Inter- 
national Development Agency, the British Development Division and other agencies. 


Mr Price announced that the government had decided to establish a central bank. 


The tax measures hit imported spirits particularly hard. That on beer has shot 
up by 40 percent. 


Mr Price said the rate of economic growth of the country slowed last year partly 
because of world conditions which resulted in lower prices for major export 
commodities like sugar, banana and citrus. Production was hampered by pests and 
weather conditions. 


"Sugar production declined from 103,275 tons in 1980, valued at $93 million, to 
97,725 tons in 1981, valued at $89.6 million. The estimated production of sugar 
in 1982 has been put at 101,000 tons." 


Production of molasses was up from 31,316 tons in 1980, valued at $4.7 million, 
to 31,980 in 1981 valued at $3.5 million. Estimated production for 1982 is 
31,500 tons. 


Production of citrus also increased from 1.4 million boxes in 1980, valued at 
$16.4 million to 1.6 million boxes in 1981, valued at $14.9 million. A bigger 
production is expected during the 1982 crop, mainly because of a citrus rehabili- 
tation programme. 


Banana production declined from 784,885 boxes, valued at $7 million in 1980 to 
549,375 boxes in 1981, valued at $4.2 million. Production of bananas is expected 
to increase this year due to an irrigation scheme in the banana area which has 
been installed through a loan from the Commonwealth Development Corporation. 
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Mr Price said that future plans would be affected by a number of factors some of 
which might slow the march of progress. 


He spoke of the high cost of administering the public sector, which includes 
defence, and the maintenance of law and order and foreign affairs. He also made 
reference to demands on the public sector for services and facilities, agricul- 
ture, roads, schools, clinics, housing, education, water, electricity, and other 
services required by a modern economy and society. 


The general objective of the 1982/83 budget proposals is to reduce, where possible, 
government's expenditure, to control inflation, increase production to encourage 
investment, and provide a climate for continuing growth in a sustained and balanced 
manner, he said. 


Under the capital budget, the main programmes that will be undertaken in the next 
financial year are land reform, slum clearance, and infrastructure projects by 
the Ministry of Works. 

Foreign assisted projects will include the completion of the Belize city water 
and sewerage system, expansion of the Belize International Airport, rural land 
development in the Toledo district, and a regional grain project, as well as the 
expansion of the banana industry, rehabilitation of the citrus industry, a new 
hospital for Belize City, and rural electrification. 


Mr Price said: "Independence is not the end to our struggle and our revolution. 
Independence is the beginning." 


The budget will be debated by the House of Representatives next Friday, 5 March. 


cso: 3010/987 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS REAGAN'S PLAN--Belmopan, 27 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--Belizean Premier 
George Price has reacted favorably to President Ronald Reagan's speech on aid for 
the Caribbean Basin. Price addressed a meeting of the Chamber of Representatives 
to present: his 1982-83 budget proposal. "We wish to thank the U.S. president for 
his announcement of the development program for the Caribbean Basin that he has 
submitted to Congress," Price said. "We have not yet been able to determine all 
of its favorable effects for our economy--such as the lifting of trade barriers-- 
but we are sure that the plan is a step in the right direction," Price added. 
Meanwhile, a Belizean Chamber of Commerce spokesman praised President Reagan's 
plan. A press communique issued by the Chamber describes the plan as a decisive 
step toward helping the region's economies and contributing to the stability of 
the Caribbean and Central America. The communique adds: "We believe that this 
plan will have a positive impact on Belize's economy and that the tariff facilities 
will contribute to the establishment of more light industry in this country." 
[Text] [PA271923 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1642 GMT 27 Feb 82] 


MEMBERSHIP IN ACP GROUPING--Belmopan, Belize, 26 Feb (CANA)--Belize, which gained 
independence from Britain last 21 September, this week acceded to full membership 
within the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) grouping, an official announcement 
here said. As a British colony, Belize held a lesser status as an OCT (overseas 
countries and territories) within the grouping which is linked to the European 
Economic Community (EEC) through the Lome trade and aid convention. As an OCT, 
Belize received assistance from the EEC for a number of ongoing projects including 
the construction of three newer secondary schools, the development of frequency 
modulation (FM) broadcasting by Radio Belize, the expansion of the apron at the 
Belize International Airport, among others. [Text] [FL271732 Bridgetown CANA 

in English 2212 GMT 26 Feb 82] 


cso: 3010/987 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


INDUSTRIAL COMPANY LOSSES FOR 1981: $27 MILLION 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 10 Feb 82 p B 1 


[Text] According to information reported to the-Office of Superintendent of 
Securities by the Industrial Company (INDUS), the enterprise lost $27 million 
in 1981. ; 


INDUS operations mainly involve food, ensuring the production and marketing of 
edible oils (Chef, Cristal, Cada Dia), rice (Banquete and Los Chinos) and sugar. 


In the agricultural sector, INDUS is the main importer and distributor of ferti- 
lizer and engages in contracts for the purchase of oil-yielding seed and rice. 


As an investor in other enterprises, INDUS has 62 percent of INFORSA [Forestry 
Industries, Inc], 50 percent of INDUS Lever and 7.7 percent of the Bank of Chile. 


In order to analyze the results ‘and balance sheet of the Industrial Company, it 
should be pointed out that INDUS is an enterprise with two, very distinct activi- 
ties: one directly operational and the other as an investor in other enter- 
prises. 


Causes of Losses 


The company's losses in 1981 stand out when compared with the significant profits 
obtained in the past. The table below [not reproduced] shows that from profits 
of $860 million in 1979 and $655 million in 1980, the figures dropped to a loss 
of $1,059,000,000 in 1981. 


A study of these figures should consider a separate analysis of operational re- 
sults and of nonoperational results (income from investments in other enterprises, 
net financial expenditures and others). 


One then observes that in 1981, there was an operational loss of $227 million, 
compared with operational profits of $351 million in 1979 and $244 million in 
1980. This operational loss resulted from the deterioration of the margins of 
contribution, explained, among other factors, by a significant drop in interna- 
tional prices for sugar, oil and fertilizers, the increase in the level of compe- 
tition, both domestic and foreign, and the difficulty and normal lag of companies 
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in adjusting their level of fixed expenditures to the lower income. This adjust- 
ment in fixed expenditures is even further complicated when reductions in margins 
of contributions for some products such as oil and sugar are deemed to be tran- 
sitory. 


In 1981, there was a nonoperational loss of $832 million, compared with nonopera- 
tional profits of $509 million in 1979 and $411 million in 1980. The most impor- 
tant factor explaining this nonoperational result is the financial expenses, which 
amounted to $1.32 billion in 1981 from a level of $436 and $482 million for the 
preceding years, due to the high interest rates. — 


With respect to the evolution of certain indicators, one can see an increase in 
the level of the debt, fundamentally due to the reduction in holdings mainly 
resulting from the losses for the year, elimination of the fluctuation in shares 
and the drop in the price of shares compared with the previous year. 


Likely Future Trend 


Concerning the company's future situation, one must point out that beginning in 
the late months of 1981, one can observe a'normalization of the margins of con- 
tribution for oil and sugar, which were very low during the first 9 months. 

This fact, combined with the adaptation of the company's structure (major reduc- 
tion in fixed spending), could lead to operational profits smhilar to those of past 
years. 


With respect to nonoperational results, the financial structure continued to 
undergo modifications in recent months, based on'the cost and availability of 
the different sources of financing. 


Finally, one should point out the importance of income expected from INDUS' 
investments in other enterprises, mainly made up of investments in the Bank of 
Chile, INDUS Lever and INFORSA, each of which is, in its corresponding sector, 
an enterprise with great growth and development potential. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


COLUMNIST SCORES CENTRALISM, LAUDS REGIONALISM 
Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 31 Dec 81 p 3 
[Article by Pablo Rodriguez Grez] 


[Text] One of the most negative factors in Chile's balanced growth is the central- 
ism which has haunted the country for more than a century. An ever~growing 
percentage of its population has been concentrated in the capital, increasing at 
the same time the magnitude of the problems of the big cities themselves. There 
are several explanations for this abnormal growth. Among them must be emphasized 
the monumental errors of the educational system in giving instruction a purely 
humanistic sense, disdaining the technical trades and luring students to the 
classic liberal professions. In a nation overendowed with mining, agricultural 

and maritime wealth, the youth has been channeled toward a broad and varied know- 
ledge without any practical application. In this way business vocations have been 
frustrated, and the spirit of work, without which progress becomes an illusion, 

has been discouraged. Eternal copiers of foreign models, we have lived by applying 
foreign experiences and hiring foreign experts, professors and advisers. It would 
appear that some sort of "national complex" causes us to admire senselessly every- 
thing that happens in faraway places, without noticing the grandeur that surrounds 
us. Present generations know more about the settling of the American West than 
about the conquest of their own country. They suffer for the extermination of the 
"redskins" and ignore the epic of the "Araucanians." , 


But the old political system was also a determining cause of centralism. The 
composition of parliament, so well conceived, in theory, on the basis of provincial 
representation--Senate--and population--Chamber of Deputies--was unshakably dom- 
inated by the political parties. These groups, far from correcting the poor 
distribution of population, accentuated the problem, being interested only in 
increasing their electoral influence and controlling a significant amount of power. 
No constructive initiatives were seen after the failure of Jose Miguel Infanté's 
federalism in the first half of the last century. 


The present administration has tried, in my opinion successfully, to transform the 
internal administrative regime. The "regionalization" plan, without falling into 
the excesses of a federalism which is not in keeping with our traditions, has given 
the regions greater autonomy, which will permit them to confront their own problems 
without pernicious interference. I believe that this plan must be expanded in the 
future, creating incentives for those who, overwhelmed by centralism, wish to 
emigrate to other provinces and, incidentally, allowing this country to grow in a 
healthy and balanced manner. 











The organic law which will implement the Regional and Communal Development Councils 

provided for in the 1980 Constitution as advisory and citizen participation organs, 

will serve this purpose in a very positive way when the intermediary social agencies 
are incorporated into the governments of the respective regions and communes. 


None of these worthy objectives will be achieved, however, if we keep the constitu- 
tional provisions which call for Parliament and the presidency of the republic to 
be chosen by universal suffrage through the political parties. In effect, article 
100 of the Fundamental Charter provides that "the government and higher administra- 
tion of each region rests in the administrator, who shall be responsible exclusively 
to the president of the republic." This official--the administrator--then, will be 
subject to the political designs of the chief of state who, in turn, will be subject 
to the discipline and instructions of his party's leadership. Regional aspirations, 
as happened without exception in the past, will remain subordinated to political 
interests, which will continue to predominate unless counterbalanced. There will 

be no lack of those who think with guileless ingenuity, that the new parties--the 
usual ones--will be led by angelic leaders who will put off their own electoral 
ambitions in favor of legitimate national needs.... 


The experience accumulated throughout many decades demonstrates exactly the opposite. 


Chile's curious territorial structure--which a well-known writer called "a crazy 
geography"--demands that we adopt a political administration which will work swift- 
ly on decongestion of the capital, on increasing sovereign rights in the most remote 
areas and on the strengthening of regional administrative autonomy. Santiago cannot 
continue to absorb the greater part of our resources and to attract in a disorderly 
manner a population which is approaching 40 percent of [the country's] total. 


A real innovation in the political system, devoted to an organic democracy based 
on regional and communal representation, would open up the possibility of redis- 
tributing population and resources according to the needs and potential of each 
area of the country. 


The choosing of high state officials by means of the social organizations in each 
region would prevent the interference of politicized elements and would result in 
an inestimable contribution by each and every man and woman living in this country. 


Now that unforeseen circumstances have done away with the bossism which was 
identified with the native party system, the change we are demanding surges forth 
like a historical imperative. Tohold to stale institutional schemes because of the 
influence of the economic and political ultraright would be the worst of errors into 
which our leaders could fall. 


8735 
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COUNTRY SECTION CHILE 


BRIEFS 


FACH TO BUILD PLANES--Gen Fernando Matthei, commander in chief of the Air Force 
and a member of the Government Junta, announced yesterday that the: Chilean Air 
Force (FACh) will build a series of 100 propeller aircraft for training. Twenty 
of these Pillan planes will be built this year. Matthei said that the aircraft, 
designed along the lines of a civilian plane made by an American firm, has met 
all technical requirements and that it will later be offered to other countries. 
Matthei emphasized that since "results have been so extraordinary, we have de- 
cided to build a series of 100 planes for our own needs. Of these, 20 will be 
built this year." He said that the Pillan has met all the technical tests to 
which it was subjected and that only a slight modification was needed in the | 
horizontal plane of the tail. "In addition," Matthei said, "from the cost stand- 
point, the plane means substantial savings. I would say that the series of 100 
aircraft will cost us less in dollars than if we were to buy them abroad. This 
will be a great experience for us. We are going to offer the plane to other 
countries." he said, "but we do not have contracts with anyone yet. We signed 
the first contract for our own planes and naturally, before anyone buys planes 
from Chile, they have to be sure that the FACh itself considers them ideal. Ob- 
viously, no one would buy them otherwise.’ [Excerpts] [Santiago EL MERCURIO 

in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pC 1] 11,464 


MORE FLEXIBILITY FOR BANKS--The recent measures adopted by the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Central Bank concerning rediscount lines that the Bank grants to 
commercial banks will allow greater flexibility in the use of the instrument, 
according to sources in the financial sector. P eviously, the banks could resort 
to such a line of credit for a minimum period of 7 days, which period has been 
eliminated. Consequently, the financial entities will be able to use the re- 
sources of the Central Bank for whatever time they deem fitting, even 24 hours. 
It should be pointed out that the rediscount line corresponds to last-resort 
financing, which customarily costs more than the so-called interbank loans. In 
order to partially compensate for the greater flexibility of the system, which 
could result in an exaggerated increase in rediscount operations, the Central 
Bank will increase the cost of existing credit transactions by 10 points. Such 
credit remained at 90, 100, 110 and 120 percent of the base rate, which is deter- 
mined by the interest on 30 and 89 day investments observed in the financial 
system. [Text] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 10 Feb 82 p 31] 11,464 


OSORNO INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT DROP—-Osorno--The industrial sector in this province 
is facing a critical situation due to "foreign competition, which is disloyal, 








and the high cost of credit," EL MERCURIO was told by the president of the 
Association of Small Manufacturers and Craftsmen (APIAO), Ernesto Besser. As a 
result, Besser said, while no industries have been closed, they are on the brink 
of bankruptcy and have to reduce the number of employees they had in December 

by 70 percent. The Association is made up of some 100 small businesses, includ- 
ing agricultural industries,‘ and employs over 5,000 workers in the fields of 
metal machinebuilding, the automotive industry, leather, shoes and wood. Besser 
said that many industries cannot compete with foreign products. Likewise, they 
cannot maintain reasonable production if they do not have loans through CORFO 
[Production Development Corporation] for 10 years or more for the purchase of 
machinery and raw materials. "We have expressed these proposals to government 
authorities through our federation," he said. Besser emphasized that "despite 
the fact that this is a clearly agricultural region, we manufacturers are an 
important labor force" and that the sector was concerned over unemployment. 
Companies are operating with 30 percent of their workers. "With this percentage, 
we cannot meet minimum needs. One has to have invoicing in order to be able to 
operate and not ‘suffer losses." The business leader also mentioned the matter 
of supplies, which are normal, but because of the current situation, there is 
little demand and a-high supply at stable prices. [By Eugenio Caleagno Freire] 
[Text] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 12 Feb 82 pC 5] 11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


TEACHERS THREATEN STRIKE OVER 'MAS' ABDUCTIONS © 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 18 Feb 82 p 7-A 


[Text] The "Death to Abductors" (MAS) movement abducted and tortured a teachers’ 
secretary, and at the same time threatened directors of the Colombian Teachers 
Federation (FECODE). FECODE at the same time announced an indefinite national 
strike as a means of defense against actions by the paramilitary group. 


At a press conference, the FECODE executive committee--a union to which 180,000 
teachers serving the state are affiliated--Diva Saenz, a law student at the 
Free University, was abducted for several hours last Friday and Sunday. Mean- 
while the following were threatened: Javier Dario Velez, Jorge Pachon, Gustavo 
Ballesteros, Francisco Saavedra, the Chilean Celinda Antinao, members and 
employees of FECODE, including university professors. ~ 


The committee reported that the union co-worker was tortured and warned that 
the teachers will strike the moment one of their leaders is abducted and will 
not return to work until he or she is freed. 


Abel Rodriguez Cespedes, president of FECODE, personally asked the minister of 
government, Jorge Mario Eastman, for protection for all Federation leaders and, 
at the same time, made public his amazement that President Julio Cesar Turbay 
Ayala has not made any public statement against MAS and similar groups. 


According to these same sources, during her abduction, the part-time secretary 
was subjected to intense interrogation concerning the activities within the top 
leadership of FECODE and she was told that MAS needs the leaders mentioned 

because "they are friends with whom we have to settle long-standing accounts." 


As for the double abduction of Diva Saenz, it is said the first one occurred 
on Friday evening near her home on 57th Street and Carrera 9. She was then 
asked information about the directors of FECODE and was shown a large photo 
album for the purpose of identifying some individuals. 


According to the FECODE committee, photographs taken more than 6 years ago were 
in the album. 


Dussan Calderon said this practice showed that MAS is not chasing abductors, 
but mainly union leaders who have been recent activists or who should have 


been faced with serious conflicts. He cited the case of Eduardo Vanegas, 
president of the Seamens Union, UNIMAR, who received a death threat and, as a 
result, today enjoys special state protection 
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The committee told of having gone to the minister of education, Carlos Alban 
Holguin, but regretted that it was not granted an audience. 


Diva Saenz’ first abduction ended 2 hours later on 68th Avenue and 26th Street, 
where she was left by her captors with instructions that she not talk with nor 
go to the authorities, nor leave the city. 


The second abduction occurred last Sunday evening. 


Hours before, Diva, upset over these events, attempted to get to Monteria, but 
a man from the coast took her ticket away at the airport and reminded her of 
her instructions not to leave the city. 


The same man appeared again that night near her home, accompanied by a blonde 
with an Antioquian accent, and forced the part-time worker to get into a private 
automobile. She was then beaten; questioning increased with greater aggressive- 
ness and it all ended with her being left in the early morning hours in the 
adjoining town of Bosa. 


Diva Saenz was not at the press conference and the FECODE committee explained 
her absence as a protection measure. 


Faced with these facts, the teachers were said to be in a state of alert and 
were notified of the national strike to take effect the moment an abduction 
or disappearance of one of their leaders occurred. On 7 January, Georlan 
Echavarria, secretary general of the Teachers Union Association of this city, 
was abducted. It was the first abduction of a teachers’ leader. Days later 
he was freed. MAS gave him 1,500 pesos to get his act together. "MAS members 
in Bogota are more commonplace, because they got 3,000 pesos for Diva," the 
FECODE committee stated. 


9908 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


ELN THREATENS M-19 DOCTOR --Bucaramanga, 17 Feb--Doctor Antonia Galvis Maldonado, 
who is in Modelo jail charged with belonging to M-19, received a death threat 

in a clandestine bulletin circulated here by the ELN [National Liberation Army]. 
Galvis Maldonado was placed under arrest as soon as the authorities discovered 

a "people's jail" in Piedecuesta. The young professional later on made state- 
ments to the press accusing the authorities and contending he had been tortured. 
Security measures for Galvis Maldonado have been taken in the jail, bearing in 
mind that persons charged with belonging to the ELN are being held and others 
who have been judged already by courts-martial. [Text] [By Jairo Saravia 
Hernandez] /Text/ /Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 18 Feb 82 p 3-A/7 


NICKEL EXPORTS TO COMMENCE--Next April Colombia will ship its first export of 
nickel in history, Ricardo Gomez Delgado, president of Cerro Matoso, said. 

The sale will be made to Scandinavia and succeeding deliveries will be destined 
to Japan, Europe and the United States. In the near future nickel and coal 
will compete for second place as sources of income next to coffee. Gomez 
Delgado recalled that in Cerro Matoso there are some reserves of between 40 
and 60 million tons of nickel which guarantee sales for the next 12 years. 
Infrastructure investments total $405 million of which $200 million come from 
investory capital and from loans. The official indicated that intitial produc- 
tion will be 42 million pounds and in 1982 the income generated by Cerro Matoso 
will probably now be around $40 million. [By Fernando Barrero Chaves] [Text] 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 8 Feb 82 p 3-B] 9908 
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32 





COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VEIGA PRESENTS CO-REPORT TO WFTT) CONGRESS 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 12 Feb 82 p 2 


[Speech by Roberto Veiga, CTC secretary~general: "The Eighties Confront 

Qur Working Masses and their Unions, in the Context of an America in Ferment With 
a Real Challenge, a Tough Contest, which Calls for a Great Determination for 
Unity"] 


[Text] Introductory address by Comrade Roberto Veiga, CTC [Central 
Organization of Cuban Trade Unions] secretary-general, to the 

joint report on Latin America and the Caribbean, presented to 

the Tenth Congress of the WFIU on 10 February 1982, “Year of 

of the Revolution." 


Comrades: 


It is very difficult and I might even say impossible for the joint report, which 
was sent to you by the WFIU, in view of its limited number of pages, to cover 

the situation prevailing in this part of the world in its full breadth and depth. 
Our Latin American and Caribbean brother labor unionists present here will be 
able to enrich the content of this document as they speak out at this event while 
we present the drama suffered by their peoples and the lessons learned during 
their struggles. | 


Comrades: 


Our region covers a surface area of more than 22 million square kilometers and 
has a population of 357 million; tt is potentially powerful in terms of human and 
natural resources;but is becoming poorer with each passing day due to the evil 
effects of the depredatory action of the industrialized capitalist countries, 
basically, the United States. For United States iuwperalisn, with the support 

and complicity of many native oligarchies, there is no solution other than to 
shift the burden of the profound economic crisis to the peoples and in particular 
to the working masses. 


According to UN statistics, 160 million human beings in this part of the world 
live in poverty and are victims of ignorance and diseases, the latter being ag- 
gravated by permanent malnutrition. 








Furthe , 30 percent of the adult Latin American population are illiterates. 
Our pév,_.. lack indispensable medical and hospital services and the few that 
do exist are not within the reach of the majority of the population. 


Unemployment and underemployment, in a dizzy and hair-raising spiral, currently 
affect around 40 million, basically women and young people. To this figure we 
must add no less than 20 million Latin Americans and Caribbeans who have emigrated 
and who must support themselves under very difficult conditions. 


Inflation is transferred to the nations in the area through the unjust and unequal 
trade carried on with the developed countries and especially the United States 

who raise prices on manufactured products which they sell to us and reduce the 
price on raw materials and other basic products which they buy from us. Statis- 
tical data from the ECLA [Economic Commission for Latin America] tell us that, 

in 1978, looking at manufactured products only, the change in prices signified an 
increase in the real value of imports for the region, amounting to the equivalent 
of $25,304 million as compared to 1970. Right now, among the products which our 
countries can export and which are most affected by the forced price reductions 

we can include copper, tin, lead, bauxite, cotton, coffee, bananas, cacao, and now 


also sugar, which has to put up with the protectionist maneuvers of the United 
States and the EEC, 


Much more anguishing is the drama of those countries in the region that do not 
produce petroleum, countries which, by selling their products, cannot compensate 
for the enormous expenditures connected with the purchase of energy. In 1978 
alone, the change in fuel prices signified an increase in the real value of in- 
ports for the region amounting to the equivalent of $14,442 million, as compared 
to 1970. With the money which our countries used in the past to purchase 35 bar- 
rels of petroleum, they can today only buy two. 


As a result of the deterioration in the terms of trade, combined with the negative 
effects of the rise in the interest rates, the countries of this area, during 1981 
alone, lost the equivalent of $10 billion. This loss, on the other hand, is 
closely tied to the negative bottom line on the current balance of payments which 
quite alarmingly this year rose to the unprecedented level of $33.7 billion; this 
is also tied in with the rise in the foreign debt which at that time already came 
to the fabulous figure of $240 billion, in other words,fourtimes higher than in 1977. 


Latin American and the Caribbean found themselves forced in recent years to use 
almost half of their exports just to pay for debt servicing. This means inevit- 
able bankruptcy. 


One of the factors determining this situation, a factor which promotes the fre- 
quently repeated interventionist policy of the United States in our region, has 
been represented by United States investments. 


Just 2 years ago, the then deputy director for Latin America and the Caribbean of 
the AID said that 82 percent of the total direct foreign investments accumulated 
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by the United States in the so-called Third World, that is, about $32 billion, 

are located in Latin America and earn a profit of almost $5 billion per year for 
that country in the northern part of America. Out of these investments, United 
States imperialism gets between $3 and $5 for each dollar invested while the same 
ratio is only $1 in Europe. Enormous profits amounting to billions of dollars are 
accumulated by the transnational companies which despoil and decapitalize our 
countries even more. Along with the plunder of our natural resources, there is 
the drain of the scientists, technicians, engineers, and doctors of our peoples. 


Direct investments, loans subject to high interest rates, preferably from private 
banks, burdensome credits, granted under political conditions imposed by credit 
institutions; the appropriation of resources under the heading of "technology 
transfer"; the various financial maneuvers carried out by the branches of the 
transnational corporations--these, among other things, are various forms that are 
being applied to imprison the national economy of our countries and to deepen the 
permanent marks of the underdevelopment of our people. 


How do the nations of the region finance these gigantic deficits and debts? They 
do it by accepting the tough terms of the big banking corporations, by going 
deeper into foreign debt, by compromising even more their rather shaky political 
independence and their effective possibilities for development so that in the end 
they finance their efforts with more dependence, with more indebtedness, with more 
exploitation, and with more underdevelopment. 


The IMF unscrupulously manages the monetary and financial crisis which our peoples 
are suffering and imposes upon them abusive conditions aimed at promoting the most 
reactionary and antipopular domestic policies and accentuating dependence and im- 
perialist exploitation. 


Our countries find themselves forced to pay their price of their dependence to an 
irrational and anarchic system which, in the last analysis, upon reaching the cri- 
tical point, does not hesitate to take unilateral measures which make their situa- 
tion even worse. 


All of this explains why, in 1981, our region's growth rate only came to 1.2 per- 
cent, the lowest over the past 35 years, reducing the level of increase of the 
gross domestic product in 17 out of 19 countries considered; on the other hand, 
inflation continued to rise and reach a figure of 60 percent, the highest in all 
of the past several years, with the exception of 1976, when it was 61 percent. 


The desperate situation of our peoples is further aggravated by the notorious and 
insupportable inequalities existing with respect to distribution at home. 


The UN Economic Commission has reported that 10 percent of the Latin American 
families control 44 percent of the continent's total income in a year while 40 
percent of the family groups get only 8 percent of that income. 


On the other hand, just 1 percent of the property owners hold 62 percent of the 
cultivable land, thus causing the insupportable misery which prevails in the rural 
areas, a situation which draws farm labor toward the urban centers. In many 
capitals throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, along with the bourgeoisie's 
ostentatiousness and waste, we can observe the sad spectacle of poverty-stricken 








neighborhoods or slums with their burden of misery, begging, unhealthy conditions, 
ignorance, prostitution, and crime. 


The demagogy employed by other United States administrations regarding Latin Ameri- 
ca and the Caribbean has been abandoned. Reagan quite bluntly points out that 
Washington must promote any kind of maneuver, including pressure and threats, in 
order to make sure that our region will open its doors even wider to United States 
investments while at the same time, along with the rise in interest rates, the 
United States introduces restrictions through customs tariffs and other restric- 
tions on the access of the region's products to the American market; this is tan- 
tamount to continue promoting and stepping up the plunder of the natural resources 
of our countries by the United States transnational companies. This was mentioned 
by Comrade Zakaria just a few minutes ago. It means the strengthening of the po- 
licy of making the rich richer and the poor poorer; this is a part of the neocon- 
servatism of the Reagan administration which not only obstensibly affects broad 
sectors of workers in the United States but which promotes an increase in the in- 
stability of the worldwide monetary system, which spreads depression throughout 
the entire capitalist system, and which makes the situation unbearable in the de- 
veloping countries whose hopes for finding some solutions to the dramatic economic 
problems that beset them are frustrated by the obstacles erected by United States 
imperialism. | 


Comrades, these are some of the facts and figures that illustrate the impact of 
capitalism's growing worldwide crisis in this region and at the same time they 
are an expression of the great structural distortion of the Latin American and 
Caribbean economies. 


The remedies recommended by the bourgeois economists and particularly by the mone- 
tarist group only imply further denationalization, monopolistic concentration and 
centralization, and serious hardships for the vast masses. 


In contrast to this situation, our people, drawing primarily on the support of the 
Soviet Union and the other socialist countries, backed up by the solidarity of all 
of the world's progressive forces, today can show a record of social and economic 
gains way beyond comparison with the rest of the continent; this confirms that the 
crisis and underdevelopment do not represent inevitable facts for the peoples of 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 


It is very preoccupying to note that there is no realistic approach to the pro- 
blems besetting our peoples. The tendency is for the situation to become further 
complicated in a dangerous fashion. 


It is very worrisome to see that there is no realistic analysis of the problems 
besetting our peoples. The situation tends to become dangerously complicated. 


The new United States administration has embarked on an unbridled arms race; it 

has revived the language of the Cold War and it threatens and attacks the countries 
in the region which do not bow to it, thus aggravating tensions and moving the dan- 
ger of war closer. 


In addition to the criminal and cowardly economic blockade which is now more than 
20 years old, Cuba is constantly attacked by the imperialist government of the 
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United States through various forms which include crude and intolerable threats of 

a naval blockade and the landing of the Marines and which extend all the way to the 
criminal introduction of diseases and pests which have hit persons, plants, and ani- 
mals with the ultimate goal of stopping the advances recorded by the country and 
trying to prevent the spread of its example and its attitude of solidarity with the 
noble cause of the exploited of this continent and of other parts of the world. 

This morning, in a profound and vibrant address to our Congress, Comrade Fidel denounced 
the new slander which is being presented as a pretext for attacking Cuba, along 
with the new threats that are employed uselessly in an effort to intimidate us. 


The new Nicaragua is also a country which is being assailed for having embarked on 
the road of liberation in 1979. We must warn that tk> dangers of direct aggression 
from United States imperialism are emerging against the Nicaraguan revolution either 
openly or in a concealed fashion through the reactionary forces on the continent, 

in an effort to undo the achievements, to wipe out the freedoms and rights gained 
heroically by the workers and the people of Nicaragua, and to return the homeland 

of Sandino to the ominous past of repression and opprobrium into which it had been 
plunged by that Yankee monstrosity which goes by the name of Somozaisn. 


Grenada is also the target of constant threats and destabilizing attacks. This 
people, small in number of inhabitants and territory, but great in dignity and 
patriotism, is fighting a tenacious battle to recover its resources and its full 
independence. 


The maneuvers which are being carried out against the patriotic demands of the 
Panamanian brother people are known. 


The government of the United States is trying at all costs to perpetuate neocolo- 
nialism through the creation and support of fascist-style regimes which crush any 
manifestation of rebellion and popular nonconformity; they obediently respond to 
the orders coming out of Washington and they guarantee the uninterrupted and un- 
challenged plunder of the national wealth of those countries. 


We have eloquent examples of that in the overthrow of the Popular Unity govern- 
ment in Chile and the installation of the brutal and bloody fascist junta which 
misgoverns that brother country and casts a shadow over it; other examples consist 
of the establishment of dictatorial regimes in countries such as Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Argentina, Bolivia, and Haiti and the intensification of United States political, 
military, and economic support for the genocidal governments of El Salvador, Guate- 
mala, and others. 


In El Salvador, 30,000 citizens have been massacred and the people live in a state 
of siege and terror instituted by the Christian Democratic Junta; but the facts 
tell us that the crimes that are being committed there do not weaken but instead 
strengthen the formidable democratic and revolutionary battle being fought by the 
Salvadoran masses. 


The heavy blows which the "Farabundo Marti Front for the National Liberation of 

El Salvador" repeatedly strike are causing the country's oppressors to stagger and 
inevitably bring the hour of victory closer. No time is better than this time for 
alerting worldwide public opinion to the interventionist maneuvers of United States 
imperialis™ in El Salvador which are aimed at frustrating the imminent triumph of 
the people. 
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With the intention of continuing his interventionist policy in Central America 

and justifying the increase in his enormous economic and military aid to the geno- 
cidal regime of El Salvador, Reagan dares to declare with amazing calm before 
the Congress of the United States that progress is being made in that country in 
the field of human rights. This is a mockery of worldwide public opinion and of 
the American people themselves. 


Is Reagan trying to conceal from the world the savage killing of 1,009 persons in 
December in the Salvadoran department of Morazan, perpetrated by the soldiery of 
the "Atlacatl" brigade, created by the United States? The few survivors of this 
atrocious massacre reported the terrible scenes of defenseless peasants being mur- 
dered, of pregnant women being slit open, of children having their throats cut and 
being burned alive, and of entire settlements being razed to the ground. This van- 
dal act can be compared only to the crimes committed by the Hitler hordes during 
World War II and by the Yankee army in Vietnam. The killings at Son My in Vietnam 
did not attain their psychological objectives nor the military objectives pursued 
by those responsible. The killings at Morazan likewise will not attain those ob- 
jectives. Both criminal events are and will be the victorious banners of the 
people. 


The United States State Department is currently expressing great indignation and 
coming out with crude statements condemning alleged repressive actions by the 
Sandinist government along the Atlantic Coast in an effort to discredit the 
Nicaraguan revolution with cynical lies, lies which on the other hand tell us 
nothing about the tragic situation experienced by the people of Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Argentina, Chile, Guatemala, Bolivia, and other Latin American countries subjected 
to tyrannies and repressive governments backed by Washington in which torture, mur- 
der, killings, and disappearance bring back the days of nazifascism. 


As Comrade Fidel said this morning, on top of everything else, on the occasion of 
the painful events in Poland, we must put up with Reagan reviving his old actions 
in Hollywood as he tries to pose as defender of the rights and interests of the 
workers, What a farce, what a comédy,. what effrontery, what cynicism! 


Could it be that the absence of rights, including the right to work, which the 
Latin American and Caribbean workers are suffering from, is not a consequence of 
the iniquitous exploitation of the transnational enterprises which serve Yankee 
imperialism? 


Could it be that President Reagan's reactionary policy is not expressed with un- 
usual violence against the working people of the United States? If anybody doubts 
that, let him ask any of the 12,000 air traffic controllers who were fired in the 
United States or, if he wishes, let him read the statements by the transportation 
secretary of the Reagan administration who said, in a prepotent and haughty manner, 
that he would not hire the striking workers, even though they may beg on their 
knees and admit that they were defeated. 


Enough of this phariseeism and politicking! 


The takeover of the United States government by Ronald Reagan has brought an in- 
crease in direct or indirect intervention by Washington in the internal affairs 
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of the countries of this part of the world. and.at the same time, as we pointed gut, 
his aggressive foreign policy, characterized by delirious warmongering, has been 
stepped up. 


Warlike maneuvers and military operations. staged for the purpose of intimidation 
and aggression are frequent. The Marines, as well as Yankee ships and aircraft 
untiringly criss-cross the air space and the waters of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 


From a document drafted as basis for Reagan's inter-American policy by a group of 
experts, known as the "Santa Fe Committee," we can infer the revival of the "Monroe 
Doctrine"; the increase in the penetration of United States capital, disguised as 
"development aid"; interventionism aimed at crushing, by force, any independent ex- 
pression, plans for military action against Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada, El Salvador, 
and other countries, and the strengthening of military integration under the aegis 
of the United States are other points here. 


The evils deriving from imperialist rule and capitalist exploitation have triggered 
the dawn of a new popular, revolutionary, and democratic offensive on our continent. 


The ills that spring from imperialist rule and capitalist exploitation have brought 
about the dawn of a new popular, revolutionary, and democratic offensive on our 
continent. 


Unmistakable symbols of this situation are the revolutionary, popular, and demo- 
cratic triumphs of Nicaragua and Grenada. Both are events of major historical 
significance over the past 20 years in this region. 


The revolutionary processes in Nicaragua and Grenada are not the fruit of chance 
and much less of special situations. They spring from exploitation and oppression. 
They arise from the legitimate rebellion against shame and surrender to imperialism. 
They are an expression of the irrepressible rise of the popular and revolutionary 
movement and they are a part of the historical phase of our America's second inde- 
pendence, launched by Cuba during that bright January of 1959. 


Along with the victories of those other peoples, we also can watch the rise of the 
unwavering, tenacious, and heroic struggle of the workers and people of Guatemala 
against the tyrannical regime imposed and supported by the United States. 


We must also point out that the independence of Belize and the progressive orienta- 
tion of the new government in Suriname constitute other points of concern for the 
United States in the Caribbean. 


In Puerto Rico, there is a tremendous increase in the independence drive and the 
struggle is being stepped up against imperial rule, which is committed to keeping 
that island as a colonial enclave and as a base of aggression against all peoples 
of America, particularly against the countries of the Caribbean. 


The fascist dictatorships in the Southern Cone of America, which threaten to spread 
. throughout the continent, will find themselves increasingly isolated internation- 
ally. America's southern region has also been the scene of worker and popular 
struggles. 














The antidictatorial protests are expressed by the popular mobilizations that have 
taken place in Chile, Uruguay, Argentina, and other countries, where however govern- 
ment violence continues with full force, demonstrating the weakness of dictator- 
ships that are forced to resort to repression because they lack a popular base. 


The year 1981 was characterized by the ceaseless struggle of the workers in the 
vast majority of the countries of this continent who, through countless strikes 
and mass mobilizations, are rising up against the anti-worker and political mea- 
sures which affect their rights while at the same time they took significant steps 
in the process of building unity in their labor union organizations. 


The Bolivian worker movement carried out numerous strike actions in various sec- 
tors but it was in the mining regions where the rebellion against repression made 
itself felt most, a repression which has been stepped up since the July 1980 coup 
d'etat which included a labor union retreat and the legalization of the COB (Boli- 
vian Labor Federation). 


In Peru, social agitation manifested itself during the year in the form of count- 
less protest strikes against the administration's labor policy. The various Peru- 
vian labor union sectors agreed in calling that policy a "anti-worker policy aimed 
at openly promoting big capital," both domestic and foreign, which in that country 
is basically United States capital, 


Powerful strike movements also in the past year were carried out by the Colombian 
and Ecuadorean Workers including big nationwide work stoppages against the extre- 
mely bad social-economic and working conditions. The strikes staged in support 
of economic and social demands spread in Venezuela where regional work stoppages 
were also carried out in various states. 


The struggle of the Costa Rican working class, headed by the CUT [Single Federation 
of Workers] revolved around a protest against the high cost of living, lator union 

persecution, and unemployment and was expressed through strikes in various sectors 

and major nationwide work stoppages. 


In Jamaica and in the Dominican Republic, the many strikes ranged from typically 

worker sectors all the way to professional circles, such as doctors and teachers, 
mostly in support of demands for wage increases which are necessary to cope with 

the critical economic situation in both countries, bringing a constant decline in 
the purchasing power of wages. 


These examples, among many others that might be mentioned, prove that Latin Ameri- 
ca and the Caribbean are the scenes of tough and cruel battles aimed at liberation 
from the colonial and neocolonial yoke and the achievement of a new international 
economic order which will be really effective and fair, which would open the way 
to a general conquest of sovereignty and of the rights of real self-determination 
of the peoples. 


The above, combined with the increase in the national liberation struggle, the 
awareness which is developing in certain governments in view of the consequences 

of imperialist rule, and the common positions which move our nations closer together, 
indicate that the evil suffered by our peoples cannot go on forever. 
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I am not trying to describe the dilemma facing this region in somber colors, We 
are not imagining this situation, nor are we inventing the terribly accusing 
figures which, dry though they may be and undoubtedly limited, do express the dra- 
matic reality that besets millions of human beings. 


This reality fully justifies the indignation, rejection, and growing manifestations 
of rebellion by our workers and peoples. 


The essential causes of the actions and struggles of our peoples must not be squght 
in the presumed "subversive conspiracies" of the Soviet Union and Cuba, invented 

by slanderous imperialist propaganda. They must be sought and they will be found 
in the just responses of the peoples to the permanent violation of the most essen- 
tial and sacred rights of human society. 


On the national and international levels, the Yankee imperialists, through the CIA 
and other specialized agencies, are trying to block the growing unity-oriented 
process of the working class which is based on the recognition of the particular 
demands of the workers, in close and inseparable unity with the just demands of a 
national character. 


The phony labor union spokesmen who are in favor of this separation are with each 
passing day having less of an effect on the workers of all affiliations and they 
are increasingly repudiated by the peoples. For them, this sad mission which has 
been assigned to them by the imperialists and the reactionary classes, is becoming 
a mission impossible because their objectives include immobilizing the working 
class, slowing down and limiting its demand struggles, and diverting the working 
class toward the roads of class collaboration and submission to Yankee imperialism. 


Hopeful steps aimed at unity can be observed among the area's labor union organi- 
zations. 


In Brazil we can detect a significant advance in efforts aimed at unity. Its high- 
est expression was the meeting of the CONCLAT (National Congress of the Working 
Class) which was attended by 183 organizations, leading to the establishment of a 
committee to promote conditions for the establishment of a single worker federa- 
tion. 


Positive achievements can be recorded also in Honduras in the struggle for unity 
through the formation of the FUT (Unified Federation of Workers). 


Committees and organizations with a unified orientation have been created in 
several other places and agreements have been worked out on important problems 
between organizations of various tendencies. 


We Cubans are the direct witnesses of the exemplary understanding and cooperation 
prevailing among the workers and their unions in the Caribbean area. 


There are objective possibilities for rallying the people around the struggle for 
the solution of the crucial problems facing the unions. 


The time has come for making sure that nobody will view his class brothers as 
enemies. 
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The remnants of the past,constituting a consequence of many years of division, sec- 
tarianism, and sterile disputes must be left behind. The important thing is to make 
sure that--as comrade Fidel pointed out today--we see all the many things that unite 
us and not the few things that may divide us. It would be unpardonable if we were 
to fail to exploit the prospects opening up before us regarding dialogue, exchange, 
and cooperation. The time has come for making sure that nobody will view his class 
brothers as enemies. 


Fighting for unity, for liberty, and rights, for the main economic and social de- 
mands, struggling against fascism and repression on our Latin American and Caribbean 
soil means fighting for peace and security throughout the world; this is a duty of 
all of those of us who are sincerely concerned with the destiny of our peoples and 
of all humanity and, first of all, it is a duty of the labor union movement. 


In no country of this region do we resign ourselves nor will we ever resign our- 
gelves to the continuation of labor union divisions because labor unity is indis- 
pensable so that the unions may accomplish their historical tasks. 


But our concept of unity is not confined only to labor union factors that can pro- 
perly be linked to this undertaking; it goes far beyond that because we include in 
it, in this unified concept, the various revolutionary, progressive, and democratic 
organizations and all of the remaining ones which, in the most varied parts of the 
region, are working, fighting, and dying for the attainment of related objectives. 
This will enable us to weld together a powerful political, labor union, and anti- 
imperialist front. 


We, the delegates of the Latin American and Caribbean countries, will leave this 
congress ready to fight even more to spread the common struggle of the workers for 
their economic, social, and cultural demands, for their liberties and their labor 
union rights; ready to fight even more for the recovery of national wealth, for 
structural changes that cannot be postponed any longer, for sovereignty, for full 
national independence of our homelands, ready to fight even more for attracting and 
uniting the labor union organizations of all tendencies and persuasions, to provide 
impetus for solidarity with Chile, Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, Bolivia, Haiti, 
and other peoples who suffer from and fight against the yoke of reactionary tyran- 
nies, 


We will leave this congress and step up our solidarity with the Salvadorans, the 
Guatemalans, and the patriots who--with all paths closed to them--with weapon in 
hand are soaking with their blood the trails that lead them to their ultimate redemp- 
tion; ready to fight even more for solidarity with Chile, Nicaragua, and Grenada 

and with all people and workers who on our continent and in other places throughout 
the world are struggling for the cause of national independence and social progress. 


In this battle which is being fought in Latin America and the Caribbean, the support 
and effective solidarity given by the workers of the socialist countries and the 
other workers of the world constitute inestimable help. 


Recognizing the urgent situation facing our region will not immobilize us nor will 
it discourage us; it strengthens our determination to unite and to struggle un- 
tiringly against the basic evils that hit us and to promote a climate of interna- 
tional cooperation among nations. This is the only way we can go forward. Never 


before have the workers and their unions been in a better position positively to 
influence the events affecting ‘our peoples. 
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We are happy that the FSM, aware of this, has made the irreversihle decision of even 
more directly accentuating its presence in our struggles and stepping up its contri- 


bution to the struggle for unity and solidarity among the workers and labor unions 
of Latin America and the Caribbean. 


The 1980's confront our working masses and their labor unions, in the context of 

a churning America, with a real challenge, a tough contest, which calls for a great 
determination for unity, dignity, valor, passion, and confidence in the future. We 
Latin Americans and Caribbean. people will be up to the struggle that faces us. We 

are profoundly convinced of this. 


Many thanks. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BODES GOMEZ SCORES U.S. ON ECONOMIC ISSUES 

Coffee Cartel 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Sep 81 p 58 
[Commentary by Jose Bodes Gomez] 


[Text ] Each year the coffee economy hangs by one thread: the weather. The freezes 
in Brazil have raised the prices of the grain many times, and the immediate result 
is always a feverish productive effort in exporting countries. 


The shortage-high price-excess production-low price cycle is repeated every 5 or 6 
years with the same regularity that affects other commodities. That is how precar- 
ious the economy is in underdeveloped countries that depend essentially on one 
export product to be able to purchase their most basic goods, which are manufac- 
tured abroad. 


Alexandre Fontana Beltrao, executive director of the International Coffee Organiza- 
tion (OIC), is considered by some to be much more than that and is dubbed the 
"Father of Coffee."" He has made the final tally, and the results are depressing: 
"Discounting the inflation rate, coffee today is cheaper than it was 10 years ago. 
That means, as a corollary to this analysis, that coffee exporting countries are 
poorer today than they were 10 years ago." 


The coffee-growing market, or the coffee market, as most Latin Americans prefer to 
call it, is highly concentrated. There are 44 countries listed with the OCI as 
exporters, but the bulk of production is found in some 10 countries, with Brazil 
at the head. The list of importers includes 23 members, but the United States 
alone buys more than a third of the coffee that is marketed each year in the world. 


Despite their long history as a consuming nation, Americans' taste for the 
aromatic grain is declining; unfortunately, the transnationals' taste for control- 
ling this business is not declining apace. 


Next year will mark the centennial of the opening of the first coffee exchange in 
New York City. In that aspect, the former colony got the jump on the mother 
country, as the London exchange opened 6 years later, in 1888. 


Actually, the stock market is an isolated world with its own ups and downs that 
are sometimes independent of production fluctuations; or, as a bourgeois economist 
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would say, free of the "sacrosanct law of supply and demand." It is plain to see 
that the reason for this is the price speculations that members of the exchange 
frequently engage in. It should also be pointed out that not just any citizen has 
the right to enter these hallowed halls of big money; one must be recognized among 
the official members in order ty buy and sell coffee supply contracts. 


The New York Exchange admits a maximum of 350 members, but in recent years that 
quota has hardly ever been full because the transnationals have tried to do away 
with the less influential members. These big companies include Coca-Cola, Nestle, 
Dupont, General Foods and other food companies, all of which identify themselves 
with the awesome name of corporation. 


The predominant price of the transnationals listed on the exchanges serves as a 
guideline to set the international price of a given product. The last great price 
hike occurred in the middle of the last decade, when the freezes wiped out much of 
the Brazilian harvest, and world coffee stocks began to shrink rapidly. Another 
frosty year in the major producing country was 1979; that year prices revived, and 
the problems of countries that depend on this product were alleviated. However, 
the times that followed have been very hard indeed for them. 


Four times this coffee season (which will end on the 30th of this month) the export- 
ing countries had to tighten their belts and lower the authorized quotas for 
selling the grain on the world market. After all these adjustments, in the best 
"Harakiri" style, the supply was reduced to a level far below import levels, 
calculated at some 55 million 60-kilo sacks. The purpose of the measure was to 
facilitate a recovery of prices at the expense of initially predicted sales. 


The prices agreed upon for the 1980-81 year ranged between $1.15 and $1.55 per 
pound, but the real price fell much lower, as low as $0.80. The prospect of a 
bumper harvest in Brazil had a decisive impact on this decline, just as prices 
sprang upward when there were frosts in the states of Minas Gerais, Parana and 
others. 


The bonanza days always encourage many coffee producers. Colombia, one of the lar- 
gest exporters in the world, increased its harvests by 80 percent in 1976. That 
was a memorable year, because prices climbed to unprecedented heights, and 
importing nations had to agree to sign a new pact with exporters to bring order to 
the market. That pact expires in a year, and as usual, we should expect a long 
period of negotiations before the two groups of countries reach an agreement on 
the new bases that will govern the international coffee trade. 


The exporting countries have tried different methods of defending the price of 
their product, but so far there is only one that has proven effective: not to sell 
when the price is low. Of course, that is a desperate measure that worsens the 
standard of living of the agricultural workers and small farmers. But it is a 
weapon the transnationals are combatting by exerting political pressure on the 
governments. That happened a year ago, when a group of Latin American countries 
created the firm "Pancafe" in order to store the grain until the price went up. 


With this product, as well as others of the same kind, experience has shown that 
unity among exporting countries can bring about improvements in commercial rela- 
tions that would otherwise be impossible to achieve. 
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U.S, USSR Economies Compared 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish Jan 82 p 58 
[Commentary by Jose Bodes Gomez] 


[Text] Last month the unemployment figure for the United States soared to 8.5 mil- 
lion people. 


During that same month, the figure for the Soviet Union was zero. 


We have never seen this information concerning the two countries published in any 
Western newspaper or magazine. Perhaps those who run the Capitalist press feel 
that their readers would not be interested in learning that there is no unemp loy- 
ment in the Soviet Union. In other words, it is not news, because the USSR 
achieved full employment more than a half century ago. Ever since, it has 
maintained that conquest year after year. 


The present unemployment rate in the United States is undoubtedly more newsworthy, 
because it hasn't been that high since 1939. But why is there no mention of the 
other figure? 


In fact, this informational policy reflects the old method of telling "half- 
truths."" Since unemployment cannot be concealed, because millions and millions of 
people are out of work in the capitalist countries, both developed and underdevel- 
oped, they cannot help but mention it. 


What is concealed, however, is the corresponding situation in the socialist coun- 
tries; on the contrary, a lot of ink is spent writing about th: real or imagined 
problems--of course, there is much more about the latter--of centrally planned 
economies. 


It is true that there are problems all over the world, and the progress of the 
economy is not an unswerving line; but it is curious to note how Western publica- 
tions handle the economic results reported in socialist countries. 


If the overall development plan of the economy is fulfilled, only a few lines are 
devoted to the item and it is buried in the back pages. If the full plan is not 
carried out, or if some sectors are lacking, then the wire services spread the 
news all over the world extensively and repeatedly, while the newspapers and maga- 
zines give it full coverage. 


It is worth noting that this indirectly confirms that the economy of socialist 
countries progresses more steadily and at higher rates than that of capitalist 
countries. 


Another aspect that is neglected by these biased reports is the negative impact 


the rest of the world suffers from the crisis (economic recession with inflation, 
or the so-called "stagflation") in the large capitalist nations. 
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The increases in prices of. industrial goods and raw materials exported by the 
United States, the European Common Market and Japan far exceed the increases in 
oil prices of recent years. However, the bourgeois economists hasten to cast the 
blame on petroleum as the principal culprit in the current inflationary situation. 
Moreover, they "forget" that oil profits for the most part go to the monopolies 
that control international trade in this product, not to the members of the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 


The issue of productivity is also subject to distorted interpretations in the West- 
ern press' manipulation of information. The rate of productivity is reported in 
accordance with the interests of the editors, and it has become a kind of 
propaganda tool, touted as an inherent quality of the capitalist system, which is 
supposediy more efficient than the socialist system. 


True, increased productivity is a very important objective for obtaining profits 
in the system of private ownership of the means of production, in that it provides 
for greater yields from labor without increacing the compensation paid to labor in 
the same proportion or even a similar proporiion. Nonetheless, it is a carefully 
proven fact that increased efficiency aggravat.s the problem of unemployment in 
capitalist economies. 


_This phenomenon is completely logical, because the greater supply of goods is not 
accompanied by greater demand, given that the buying power of the population is 
eroded by the constant spiral of prices. The private businessman decides in such 
cases to lay off those workers whose greater productivity has created excess goods 
that cannot be sold on the market. 


United Nations research has revealed that increased productivity in the industrial- 
ized "market economy" (capitalist) countries has caused more lay-offs than could 
possibly be caused by the entry of similar goods in the market, imported from devel- 
oping nations. 


In socialist countries, increased productivity has a different meaning. For 
example, the new 5-year plan of the Scviet Union (1981-85) assumes that 90 percent 
of the growth of national revenues predicted for this 5-year period will be 
achieved by increasing productivity, and this greater labor efficiency will save 
17 million jobs. 


A similar number of people are now out of work in the United States and the 
European Economic Community. No politician of those countries would think of 
proposing an increase in productivity in order to save manpower, which is what the 
USSR does. Of course, the workers of the capitalist enterprises would not benefit 
from the increased revenues, but the threat of unemployment forces them to produce 
more. 


8926 
CSO: 3010/952 


47 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


VALDIVIA SCORES U.S, FOREIGN POLICY, REAGAN 

Arms Sales Abroad 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 4 Feb 82 pp 14=15 
[article by Elpidio Valdivia: "U,S,: Death Merchants" | 


[Text] Like someone who sees a ghost, to use a popular expression, “frightened" 
by its own theories, the American Government goes on developing and inundating the 
world with arms under the pretext of defending the interests of the nation and 
peace, 


The Spanish news agency EFE [Agencia EFE, S,A,] has just reported from Washington 
that the Reagan administration has decided to considerably augment its arms sales 
to other countries during fiscal year 1983, 


The budget for foreign military aid approved for those 12 months comes to $6,9 
billion, 30 percent more than what was allocated for the current year, some $5,8 
billion, 


This figure does not include arms sales through strictly commercial transactions, 
amounting to hundreds of billions of dollars every year, to the joy of the death 
merchants, 


Te figures published by the AP last week help illustrate what has just been said, 


The AP asserted that the United States is planning to go for a new record in its 
arms exports and sales totaling $24 billion have been billed for the first quarter 
of this year, 


This figure is 51,8 percent higher than the biggest previously recorded one, $15 
billion, during Gerald Ford's presidency in 1975. 


Approximately a third of the total value of the transactions anticipated this 
fiscal year, $8,5 billion, were contracted for with Saudi Arabia, a country that 
is to acquire the controversial flying radar equipment known under the acronym of 
"AWACS" and other military equipment, 
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rh death market has become one of the Reagan administration's basic foreign policy 
es, 


This administration is promoting military equipment sales and has also lifted re- 
strictions which legally interfered with the conduct of these transactions with 


governments that flagrantly violate human rights, and it is strengthening its re- 
lations with then, 


In the course of the marked involvement the United States has been experiencing, 
exactly a year ago this change of policy, characterized by an unbridled arms race 
which it is trying to involve all of its allies in despite the negative socio- 
economic effects of this action, became evident, 


Information published by American Government sources indicates that in 1961 the 
army of unemployed added to its ranks almost 4 million workers and increased from 
7.7 to 9,5 million unemployed, producing a marked effect on the poorer segments 
of the population: black, Hispanic and other commnities, 


The national rate of unemployment includes 18 percent of the black American popu- 
lation; that is, practically one out of every five blacks fit for work does not 
have a job, 


Furthermore, the inflation rate during the same period was 8.9 percent, agreeing 
with figures published a few days ago by the AP news agency, of that country, al- 
though analysts cited by other American sources feel that it may even amount to 
as much as 10 percent, 


While the current administration is squandering about $200 billion, allocated for 
the 1982 military budget which began in October, and anticipates higher figures 
for 1983, the nation is sinking into one of its biggest economic crises, 


Thanks to the economic recovery program designed by the President and his advisers, 
businessmen associated with the military industrial complex are getting richer 

and workers are accumlating more unsatisfied needs in addition to being forced 

to pay for the financial blunders of the Republican team, 


According to statements by Assistant (interim) Secretary of State for African 
Affairs Lennon Walker, the foreign aid provided by Washington is divided into 
three categories: economic aid funds, military equipment sales abroad and inter— 
national educational and military training funds, 


According to what the State Department official said in an interview published by 
the review AFRIQUE DEFENSE, the first of these supplies the United States with the 
variable resources it needs to pursue its policy toward those countries that pre- 
sent economic and security problems the solution of which is urgent, 


The two remaining ones are provided for its allies and other countries with which 


it wishes to strengthen its military relations in order to create more opportuni- 
ties for influencing their governments, 
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The above is furthermore realized to satisfy its own needs relating to the security 
of its armed forces units overseas, 


This "aid" is granted with low interest rates for the purpose of giving so-called 
Third World nations in economic difficulties access to up-to-date military equip= 
ment for the strengthening of their armed forces, 


Military reinforcement as a conspicuous feature of the Republican administration's 
foreign policy can be demonstrated in the example of the aid allocated to Africa 
in the current fiscal year (1982), according to Lennon Walker's statements, 


The sum of $1,048 billion was allocated to a total of 18 countries, to 62.7 percent 
of them for different military programs and to only 37,2 percent for development 
projects, 


Justifying the amounts destined for each country, Walker's report abounds in sen- 
tences like the following: 


"To make available resources serve foreign policy objectives"; "it is a big source 
of cobalt for the United States"; "it has always responded favorably to U.S, re=- 
quests for access to its instullations by units of the Indian Ocean Strategic Force" 
and others in a similar vein, 


In view of such examples, it behooves us to ask ourselves who the so-called foreign 
military aid the United States provides the Third World with helps, The answer is 
obvious and self-evident, 


Another more recent and closely associated occurrence helps us to better understand 
the Yankee concept of foreign aid, The AP disseminated the news last 22 January, 


The U.S, Congress expects to grant $300 million in assistance for the countries of 
the Caribbean Basin, but this represents only 7.1 percent of what is needed to raise 
the economies of only six Central American nations, 


What we have just cited contrasts with the military aid granted during the Repub= 
lican administration's first 6 months to the genocidal military junta in El Salvador 
which, according to official information, exceeded $100 million and then continued 
to increase, 


Now, the Pentagon is offering excellent credit terms to poor countries so that they 
can acquire the arms they need, the Spanish EFE says, 


But they have, furthermore, begun to propagandize their military production abroad, 
something they have not done for a long time now, 


Undersecretary of State James Buckley recently rescinded prohibitions imposed on 
his diplomats and military attaches at embassies so that "they might actively pro- 
mote" American arms sales abroad, 


They have also authorized military industrial complex companies like General Dyna~ 
mics and McDonell Douglas, among others, to design exclusive weapons systems for 


export, 
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In the Republican philosophy, tanks, bombers, strategic missiles and preparation 
for war, esentially in other countries, are placed above the necessity of satisfy- 
ing the demands of social, cultural and economic development, 


In an interview published about 2 weeks ago by the daily LOS ANGELES TIMES, in re- 
sponse to a remark by the Paris news agency AFP [Agence France Press], President 
Reagan asserted that, if he were forced to choose between balancing the budget and 
the maintenance of big expenditures for weapons, he would decide in favor of re- 
establishing the defense of the United States, 


Moreover, he felt that the big military investments he has initiated were the only 
way to lead the Soviet Union to "an effective and verifiable reduction of armaments," 
the French agency added, 


MWhere the Threat to Peace Comes From," a book recently published by Soviet experts, 
explains that starting in 1983 the United States plans to launch the installation 
of new mid-range nuclear systems in Western Europe: 108 Pershing missile launch 
pads and 464 land-based Cruiser winged missiles, 


The American plans also extend priority to the development of chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons, 


‘Reports published in Washington explain that the Reagan administration has decided 
to ask Congress for $810 million for the coming fiscal year (1983) for these pur- 
poses, 


This figure is equivalent to 78 percent more than what was allocated in 1982 for 
the development of such lethal weapons, 


Without a doubt, the information supplied by the above-mentioned book makes it 
clear who is leading the global arms race and forcing other nations to invest enor 
mous sums, necessary for their full national development, in weapons that are get= 
ting to be more and more costly and dangerous, 


The book tells how the United States produced nuclear weapons in the mid-1940's 
and the USSR at the end of that decade, intercontinental strategic bombers and 
nuclear submarines, the former in the mid-1950's and the latter at the end of that 
decade, and mitiple nuclear warheads, the Americans at the end of the 1960's and 
the Soviets a decade and a half later, 


In mid-January (the 21st) dozens of American teenagers, members of the "Children's 

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament,” congregated in front of the White House and read 
aloud letters received from children throughout the country — over 2,800 — while 

impatiently waiting for the President to appear, which he did not do, 


Among others, some of the proposals made in these messages were: 
"Please don't waste the money earned with so much hard work by my parents to blow 


up the world" and "young Americans would like to be assured of the likelihood of 
living out their whole lives, not of dying before their time," 
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On the point of bringing mankind, including the American people, to the brink of 
the holocaust with plans for war and nuclear rearmament, the man in the White House 
claims that this "strengthens peace and the freedom" of the United States, 


Arming its allies in its own interest, threatening mankind — first of all, the 
peoples of America and Western Europe — with an atomic war is beating down the 
wrong path, one leading to suicide, 


In response to aspirations for peace in the world, especially by the Soviet Union 
and the socialist commmity, the head of the Yankee government is replying with a 
senseless and rash policy: the arms race, 


President's U.S, Standing 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pp 14-15 
[Article by Elpidio Valdivia: “How Do the Americans View Their President?" | 


[Text] Many public opinion polls effected last year in the United States demons- 
trate that Ronald Reagan has the honor of being the American president with the 


greatest declining popularity, 


On 30 January 1981, 10 days after the current Republican administration assumed 
power, a poll conducted by the well-known Gallup Institute resulted in a report 
showing that only 13 percent of those interviewed expressed their disagreement 
with the new president, 


A month and a half later another poll taken by the same institute — the results of 
which were published by the news agency EFE on 18 March — revealed that 24 percent 
of those interviewed rejected the path chosen by the White House, 


Observers at that time recalled that, since the Harry Truman era, no American pre- 
sident had suffered popular disapproval in excess of 9 percent, hardly 2 months 
after assuming office, 


On 30 March, as a result of the attack on Reagan's life, a situation emerged that 
seemed to momentarily alleviate the earlier tendency, 


"Observers agree in noting," the EFE commented later, "that Ronald Reagan's honey- 
moon with the Americans probably reached its ‘peak' immediately after the attack 
in which he was wounded," 


The Spanish news agency added that this fact helped to "artificially" dissimlate 
the concern already sensed in various segments of the population because of the 
consequences of the President's economic program, 


With things as they were, on 30 April the results of a poll sponsored by the daily 
NEW YORK TIMES and the CBS Television Network were published, 


Thirty-six percent of those polled felt that in a year his domestic situation would 


be better than at the moment, whereas 5 months before — even with Carter in the 
White House — only 25 percent thought that, 
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Sixty-seven percent of the responses approved of how Ronald Reagan came across as 
President, a percentage that exceeded the level of acceptability acoorded Carter 4 
years before, 


Other figures produced by that poll indicated that only 25 percent of the Americans 
interviewed could say where El Salvador was in Central America; half of them said 
they did not know where it was and 70 percent rejected any U,S, military intervention 
in the country, 


Te Fourth of June seemed to mark a limit to the popularity of the current President 
of the United States, who was elected to that office by 26 percent of those voters 
who went to the polls in November 1980, 


Gallup and the TIMES MAGAZINE had conducted polls that produced the following 
balance sheet on that days 


According to the first of these, 68 percent of the citizens approved the President's 
leadership, 21 percent disapproved and 11 percent preferred not to reply. 


The review's investigation showed that 51 percen’ felt that things were going well 
in the country, while another poll the same publication conducted in the first week 
of January showed that only 26 percent felt the same way about it, 


Hardly two and a half weeks later, on 22 June, the picture began to change for the 
former Holl wood actor who had become president, 


At that time an EFE dispatch warned that "the honeymoon between President Reagan 
and the American public has come to an end, 5 months after he entered the White 
House," 


"His unpopularity index," the Madrid news agency added, “is higher than that of any 
other president in the past 30 years for the same period of time," 


On the above-mentioned date a Gallup poll revealed that only 59 percent — as op- 
posed to 68 percent in May — approved of Reagan's handling of the presidency, 


Also, the number of those who disapproved of his executive efforts went from 21 
percent in May to 28 percent in June, thereby setting a record for bad luck as con= 
cerns the low indices recorded for the same period of time for ex-Presidents Eisen= 
hower, Kennedy, Nixon and Carter, 


On 24 August the EFE published the results of new polls by Gallup and other special- 
ized institutes, “ordered by the CBS Television Network and the NEW YORK TIMES," 


Sixty-nine percent of American blacks were pessimistic about the direction the 
country was moving in and only 13 percent of them approved of Reagan's administra- 
tion of the government, 


The tendency reflected by these polls continued until last December and was con- 
firmed last 31 January by a poll conducted for the American review NEWSWEEK by the 
Gallup Institute, 
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According to these polls, Americans with greater financial resources "are more 
solidly in favor of the President, while the poor, the blacks and those less edu- 
cated are his chief opponents," 


As far as next November's elections to renew the House of Representatives and a 
third of the Senate are concerned, the NEWSWEEK poll demonstrated that 84 percent 
declared themselves against Reagan and said that they would vote for the Democrats 
if elections were held at the present time, 


Last Tuesday the French agency AFP reported from Washington that, according to the 
latest polls, 46 percent of Americans look favorably on the job Reagan has done 
during his first year in office, a figure that is paradoxical in comparison with 
the 68=percent approval he exhibited in June of last year, 


In explaining the gradual crumbling of the President's popularity, the Paris agency 
expressed the opinion that the 10 million unemployed the nation is now suffering 
under, "a record since the end of the war," has had an influence on this, 


It also referred to the tottering situation of the automobile and steel industries 
and the bitter national debate on the President's persistence in favoring a reduc- 
tion in the amounts pensioners, education and public health, among other social 
programs, receive in order to keep a military budget of $200 billion afloat, 


According to the AFP viewpoint, the amount of personal sympathy Reagan still re- 
tains, despite his attrition as President, is due to the skills he learned before 
the movie cameras, 


"The melodramatic behavior," it said, "so typical of him and which charms the public 
so mich," 


The dispatch in question added that not long ago in Houston he brought tears to the 
eyes of a crowd of women by reading to them a very long letter he had received from 
the mother of a family, The woman told him how her son had left the day before to 

enlist in the army, leaving behind in his room his football and baseballs, 


"I'm sure," the mother wrote the President, "that you will look after him," 


The AFP went on to say that, after reading this, Reagan made a long and dramatic 
pause to conclude gravely with: "I promise I will," 


In an ironic tone, the French agency added that the President does not leave his 
Oval Office without carrying one of these letters "from the people" in his pocket, 
which he will use “extensively and knowingly," Until when? The dramatic arts will 
not be capable of warding off the concrete disillusionments that jolt a society in 
which the federal government, instead of multiplying the loaves and the fishes, is 
mltiplying guns and armor, 


Without telling the whole story, the polls represent the future tendency expected of 
the current President of the United States. 
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"REAGANOMICS' REVIEWED, SEEN AS ‘MADNESS’ 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pp 20-21 
[Article by Juana Carrasco | 


[Text] "Typical of this recession, what differentiates it from all the others of 
modern history, is the fact that the White House has no plans, no ideas, and ap=- 
parently no interest either in trying to reverse the decline of the economy," 


‘With these words, Lane Kirkland, president of the American AFI-CIO Labor Federation, 
accused President Ronald Reagan's government and his economic program, baptized 
with the term "Reaganomics," of being responsible for the increasing ailments the 
United States is suffering from, 


"You have to go back 50 years to find an official reaction so pitiless to the dif- 
ficulties and sufferings of millions of unemployed Americans," added Kirkland, who 
passed judgment: "The government's attitude is a jumble of monetarist fast talk 
and grotesque macroeconomic panaceas,... I say it is madness," 


The first year of Reagan rule has come to an end and that is why we are already 
familiar, through experience, with the "possibilities" of his ambitious economic 
and budgetary program in which the role of the state is reduced to the benefit of 
the private sector, military expenditures have risen to astronomical figures to 

the detriment of excessive social expenditures, taxes for the elite group of in- 
vestors have been reduced, the mch—touted balancing of the budget has in 3 years 
already met with total failure with a 1962 deficit in excess of $100 billion and, 
to fight inflation, they have strengthened the policy of control over the liquid 
growth of money and dismantled the regulations that constitute a check -—— according 
to Reagan's a/ivisers — on economic activity, 


After implementing all these measures, the President had to admit last October that 
the United States was in a recession and, to detract from the importance of it, 

he said that it would be mild and brief, But "you can't escape the figures," 
Reagan himself admitted on one occasion and the statistics present a somber picture 
in 1982, despite the optimism Washington wants to convey at any price, 


When the Republican administration assumed power, the country's growth rate was 1 
percent, the rise in prices 12,5 percent, interest rates 20 percent and unemploy—- 
ment 7,4 percent, At that time it noted: "The economic disaster that is 
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threatening us is unprecedented,,., the usual methods cannot save us," "Reagan- 
omics" made its appearance to “lead the nation to lower inflation, greater growth 
and a better future for everyone," This meant: balancing the budget by 1984, 
achieving a growth rate of 4,2 percent in 1982, an unemployment rate of 6,6 per- 
cent in 1983 and an annual rise in prices of 6,6 percent, 


The real situation showed another face, The Reagan government's budget deficit 
could amount to $109 billion in the current fiscal year, $152 billion in 1983 and 
$162 billion in 1984, 


The reason for this lies in the unusual arms race the White House cowboy is pro= 
moting, In 1982 over $200 billion were destined for the Pentagon and the American 
defense budget for fiscal year 1983 will reach the figure of $245 billion, natu- 
rally at the expense of social programs already heavily trimmed back in the first 
budget and with identical prospects for this government since Reagan in his mes- 
sage to the nation has already shifted a good many social expenditures to the 50 
states of the union (with the subsequent denouncement of many governors and mayors 
who are perfectly aware of their unbalanced budgets), 


The economic growth remains to be seen, It is absolutely impossible to achieve it 
in the middle of a recession that promises to be mich longer and more far-reaching 
than that announced by government experts, The chief branches of industry are 
experiencing a difficult situation, Construction levels have been reduced as well 
as the manufacture of automobiles and steel, 


Since the fall of 1981, one out of every five industrial plants in the United 
States has been out of operation, In the month of September alone industrial 
production was reduced by 9,6 percent, according to a Federal Reserve Board report, 
In January the automotive consortiums, Chrysler, Ford and General Motors, closed 
several of their plants, leaving jobless 100,000 people who joined the other 
210,000 workers of the industry who are on an “indefinite leave of absence," At 
the end of 1981 only 75 percent of ‘ndustrial capacity was in use, 


The new year arrived with an unemployment rate of 8,9 percent, almost 10 million 
people without jobs, These figures are catastrophic, but they still do not reveal 
the truth, According to the AFI-CIO, unemployment has affected 12,5 percent of 
the active labor force since 1,2 million people have abandoned their search for 
work because they have lost hope and over 5 million have been forced to accept 
part-time jobs, 


Moreover, this has happened at a time when the government has reduced unemployment 
insurance benefits, job-training programs and social welfare, 


It is estimated that some 250 million workers were without jobs at one time or 
another in 1981, Between July and December 1981 alone, 2 million people were job- 
less, and these figures which are so hopeless become even more terrible when they 
are analyzed by population segments: 17,4 percent of the blacks and 11,1 percent 
of those citizens of Hispanic origin do not have jobs; 21,7 percent of the youths 
and among teenaged blacks the figures amount to 42,4 percent, 
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Pessimism is the predominant attitude, along with anger, among the nation's most 
dispossessed segments because, not only do they see their chances of earning a 
living diminish, but angrily contemplate the budget cuts, 


Over a million people have been left without “food stamps," the price of school 
breakfasts and lunches has risen and thousands of children are no longer benefit=- 
ing from the meal which in many cases was the only source of balanced nourishment 
in their day, scholarships for university students have been reduced, state aid 

to poor families for housing [has also been cut] and at the same time rents have 
gone up and drastic cuts have affected subsidies for families with small children, 
medical assistance for underprivileged o]d people and vocational training programs 
for the poor and the minorities, 


In short, between 30 and 60 million Americans have suffered from the budget cuts 
in social programs, 


When the White House discusses unemployment, it is in these words: “This is the 
price one has to pay for reducing inflation," But who is actually paying it? 
With incredible hardheadedness, in an interview with the DETROIT FREE PRESS Presi- 
dent Reagan declared: “Although the unemployment rate is going beyond 10 percent, 
I will continue to place my trust in the fact that the private sector will resolve 
the crisis,... I will go on believing that our economic plan is the most appro- 
priate measure to in the long run resolve the problem of lack of work in the 
United States," 


Meanwhile, a few weeks ago snow fell on enormous lines of men and women who stood 
for hours in Washington, the capital, in front of six churches waiting for the 

2 kg of cheese which Reagan had decided would be distributed free among the poor, 
They needed to eat and were there, but certainly this feeling, expressed to the 
WASHINGTON POST by social worker Janice Johnson, prevailed among all of them: 
"These people would mch rather have work, If I could have it my way, I would take 
all this cheese to the White House and tell President Reagan to eat it," 


In 1981 inflation remained above 12 percent, which means that in the United States 
"we all live in fear, fear of the future," as another social worker said, The 
standards of living of millions of Americans are constantly declining due to the 
high cost of food, medical care, energy and housing (all this represents between 
60 oe percent of the expenses of four out of every five families in the United 
States), 


A poll conducted a few months ago by the WASHINGTON POST and the ABC Television 
Network showed that 9 out of 10 Americans claimed that they were making sizable 
sacrifices in their standards of living due to inflation, Seventeen percent said 
that it had been necessary for them to skip meals to save money and 60 percent in- 
dicated that food cost them more now than a year ago, 


Between 1979 and 1981 the cost of housing doubled and that of medical care was 
subjected to rises of 30 percent, To say nothing of fuels: Every winter many old 
and poor people on fixed incomes have been found frozen in their homes because 
they did not have the wherewithal to pay for heating, 
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But Reagan and his aides continue to concern themselves with providing private 
organizations with solutions, The big capitalists have certainly prospered, 

Their taxes have been reduced in 1982 by over $44 billion and the consortiums in- 
volved in military equipment production have seen their profits increase by several 
decimal points, 


And the government is concerned with productivity, Labor Secretary Raymond Donovan 
says that it is the chief domestic priority: increasing productivity, and predicts 
that in the next few years half of the factory workers could be replaced by robots 
and engineers,,., "Actually, by 1990 half the workers in any factory could be 
engineers and technicians and other specialists instead of the workers of today" 
and "this could mean that we will have to conduct a massive retraining program 
gince there will be a big changeover from factory workers to specialized workers 
capable of programming, repairing and caring for robots in the factories," 


The news agency UPI passed judgment on this: “Right now the Reagan government is 
reducing funds earmarked for training and preparation programs, “ 


"Reaganomics," that coup d'etat against Franklin Delano Roosevelt's “New Deal" 
and 50 years of Keynesian economy, is going through hard times and has obviously 
not faced up to the urgent problem of inflation and the economic recession, But 
Reagan continues to be persistent during a special political year, In November 
there will be elections for the 98th American Congress (435 seats in the House of 
Representatives and a third of the 110 senators are to be renewed) and, although 
the Republicans have gotten together 10 times more money than their opponents for 
the election, there are already signs of a certain amount of strengthening in the 
Democratic camp, 


And the problems are following their course, The White House and the bigwigs in 
the financial and industrial world are satisfied (they can afford to pay $10,000 
a plate at a sumptuous dance organized to collect funds for the Republicans); in 
contrast with this, the workers and ethnic minorities are contemplating this new 
year of recession that raises the ghosts of the era of the great depression with 
despair and rage, 
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U.S, FOREIGN POLICY IN EL SALVADOR SCORED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pp 16~17 
[article by Roberto Morejon: “Gentlemen, This Is "Democracy'"] 


[Text] The Ronald Reagan administration's close link with the genocide being com- 
mitted in El Salvador has made it possible to demonstrate how the President of 
the United States basically depends on lies in forrulating his foreign policy, 


In "certifying" to his country's Congress the “progressive” premises relied on in 
honoring human rights in that nation, Mr Reagan made himself appear ridiculous and 
also let the public see what little respect his fellow citizens are deserving of 
in his eyes, 


A few days before his unfortunate appearance, American newspapers, world figures 
and other sources had revealed the most recent massacres committed by the Salvadoran 


Army, 


In fact, the daily WASHINGTON POST reported the massacre of 1,000 people in the 
town of Mozote in the Department of Morazan where troops of the Christian Demo- 
cratic junta headed by Napoleon Duarte carried out one of their many "cleanup" 

operations, 


CBS Network reporters produced reports on night raids in worker districts in San 
Salvador in which 17 residents lost their lives, The Commission for the Defense 
of Human Rights in Central America condemned the civilicn-military regime for the 
genocide that had been committed and pointed out that in El Salvador “crimes as 
cruel as those perpetrated by Hitler in World War II occur," 


At the end of January a report over 200 pages long, prepared by the American Civil 
Liberties Union, was published, in which the extent of repression in the Central 
American country was demonstrated, 


In a letter addressed to Reagan, the Maryknoll Order, which is an association of 
U.S, monks and nuns, noted: “We are convinced that the human rights situation in 
El Salvador has not improved, We invite the people of the United States to join 
us in requesting that no military aid be sent to the junta," 
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Four of the order's activists were killed in 1980 by army soldiers headed by 
Abdul Gutierrez and to date the crime remains unpunished, 


This and other pieces of evidence — plus the pictures reproduced through photos, 
newsreels and television — constitute an irrefutable testimony to what is really 
happening in El Salvador, When one listens to Reagan's "certification," one might 
think that that gentleman is isolated from the outside world and refrains from 
reading newspapers and watching television, 


With the exception of the United States, the whole world accepts the fact that in 
El Salvador life hangs from a thread that may easily be cut into two or three 


pieces by the bayonets of the regime's troops, trained in antiguerrilla tactics by 
almost a hundred “advisers” sent by the White House itself, 


The American President pretends to ignore the real situation, but actually he fol- 
lows events attentively, During the past few weeks, the number and extent of 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMIN) actions have grown and this 
threatens to speed up the collapse of the Christian Democratic faction in power in 
San Salvador, 


Every day the chief figures of the Republican administration invent new tales 
about the supposed intervention of Cuba, the Soviet Union and Nicaragua to increase 
the military and political successes of the guerrillas, 


Through these lies they are trying to make American congressmen believe that an 
external force is the sole cause of the Christian Democratic junta's headaches, 
In the face of this totally fictitious and even ingenuous situation, the hand of 
the White House should respond to the "appeal" of Napoleon Duarte'’s army with more 
military equipment, 


Actually, imperialism sees what it has always considered to be its bailiwick 
threatened, This is why Secretary of State Alexander Haig and other officials 
frequently assert that the anticommnist line whould be established in Central 
America, 


The raid on the air base of Ilopango — linked with the destruction of 70 percent 
of the planes and helicopters — the capture of a city as big as Usulutan (200,000 
inhabitants), the attacks on the towns of Corinto and Nueva Trinidad and on bar- 
racks located in other areas demonstrate that FMLN guerrillas have the initiative 
and are capable of hitting sensitive areas of the regime's military machine and 
also of disappearing afterwards with a minimum of human and material losses, 


This is a reality that has been analyzed in the Republican Cabinet and in the 
Pentagon, The first options to be exercised in the next few weeks have already 
begun to emerge from these studies, 


If, on the one hand, it is a question of convincing Congress that a very humane 
regime governs in San Salvador — despite the 35,000 mrders committed by the army 
in almost two and a half years — on the other, the necessary steps are being taken 
to adjust the U.S, war machinery and put it to use in the shaping of events, 
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While it is being decided whether aid to Napoleon Duarte will be approved or not 
($300 million, a third of Washington's contributions to Latin America, have been 
requested), Yankee military leaders are finishing up their preparations for in- 
creasing the presence of "advisers" in the land of Farabundo Marti, as Director 
of Assistance and Security in the Pentagon Gen James H, Ahmann admitted, 


But this was not an isolated statement, Larry Speakes, assistant spokesman for 
the President, noted that “under certain circumstances" Reagan might send units 
charged with shoring up the battered Christian Democratic junta, 


During a hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig refused to rule out a Marine landing and also suggested that cer 
tain Latin-American armies would probably provide aid for such a plan, 


Possible appeal to the Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty (TIAR) — 
traditionally interventionist on the continent, as was the case with the Dominican 
Republic — is contemplated in the bylaws of the recently created Central—American 
Democratic Commmity, founded in San Jose, Costa Rica, by that country, Honduras 
and, precisely, El Salvador, 


Washington is waiting for the green light from the American Congress to shape the 
Salvadoran situation in accordance with the views of the fascist elements grouped 
about Reagan, 


If that institution accepts the latter's "certification" to the effect that human 
dignity is being respected in that nation, certainly direct intervention will be 
postponed in exchange for a massive shipment of planes, helicopters, tanks, 
machine guns, rifles and other equipment, still with the illusion of annihilating 
the rebels, 


As Central-American problems are of priority interest for the administration, 
steps — not free of hysteria — are being taken, designed to turn the region into 
a second Vietnan, 


This is the specter raised by various U.S, senators and citizens who have launched 
a campaign designed to keep the country from being involved in such an adventure 
beyond its borders, 


lot long ago the former American ambassador in San Saivador, Robert White, assert- 
ed that "none of the members of Reagan's Cabinet is aware of the real situation 
in Central America and this ignorance is very hard to overcome when it is combined 
with ideology," 


Such ineptitude assumes dangerous proportions in the midst of the warlike behavior 
typical of current U.S, policy, Faced with this reality, the American Congress 
and people may check the expansionist zeal of a president in whom, as everyone has 
just substantiated, it is impossible to have confidence, 
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UJC ACTIVITIES IN MILITARY UNITS REPORTED 

Western Army Meeting 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 4 Feb 82 p 54 
[Article by Jose Cazanas] 


[Text] "This Second Western Army UJC [Union of Young Communists] Conference has been 
characterized by its excellent organization and the depth of the speeches." This 
was stated by Ship Capt Ovidio Sopena Fernandez, second chief of the Propaganda and 
Agitation Directorate of the FAR Central Political Directorate when he closed the 
youth conference on 28 January. 


This important activity was part of the organic process of the Fourth UJC Congress. 
It culminated the evaluation, renewal and/or ratification of mandates which started 
in September 1981. 


In salute to the 23rd anniversary of the triuxph of the revolution and the 129th 
anniversary of the birth of our Netional Hero, Jose Marti, the second conference 
fulfilled its objectives. It made an exhaustive: and integral analysis of the in- 
ternal life and work done by the organization es part of the main tasks and missions 
assigned to the units. Delegates to the Four’h UJC Congress and numinees for mem- 
bership in the National Committee of the organization were also elected. 


The conference was presided over by: Col Carlos Lezcano Perez, chief of staff of 
the Western Army; Lt Col Juan Luis Charon Duarte, political section chief of the 
Western Army; Brig Gen Giraldo Mora Orozco; all alternate members of the Central 
Committee of the party; other FAR officers; Soviet specialists; and other guests. 


One paragraph of the summary of the Main Report stated: "The UJC takes to heart 
the words of our commander in chief, Fidel Castro, at the closing of the Second CDR 
(Committees for the Defense of the Revolution] Congress. His guidelines enable us 
to carry out a conscious savings policy and reaffirm our strong conviction that the 
FAR and the people will live with their revolution or will perish to the last man 
or woman for the revolution." 


The summary of the report was read by Capt Pedro Batista Perez, chief of the West- 


ern Army UJC subsection. It critically and self-critically covered the accomplish- 
ments and problems of the 2 years of work in internal life, ideological work, 
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combat training and readiness, education, maintenance, care and preservation of 
technology and armaments, discipline and living conditions. 


The results of the evaluation were positive in all aspects and showed progress com- 
pared to the same period last year. In the internal life, the important aspects in- 
cluded planning better work methods to support the main tasks and missions. Plan- 
ning the work of the organizations has improved by focusing on supporting combat and 
political training, ideological work, military discipline and the care, maintenance, 
preservation and use of technology and armaments. 


After speeches by delegates to eliminate, modify, add or explain different aspects, 
the main document of the second conference was unanimously approved. Work guidelines 
for the coming period were also approved. 


During the conference, communiques and commitments were read and the troops and pio- 
neers were saluted as an important quarry for the party in the Western Army. 


Pablo Alvarez Amador, a delegate to the conference, read a communique reaffirming 
the UJC as the standard-bearer of savings and showing wholehearted support for Com- 
mander in Chief Fidel Castro's pronouncements at the closing of the Second CDR 


Congress. 


The document stated: "We participants at this conference make the savings policy 
the focus of UJC work." 


Next on the agenda was the election by direct and secret vote of the delegates to 
represent the Western Army at the Fourth UJC Congress. The following comrades were 
elected: 


Capt Juan Chavez Arteaga, Capt Marcelino Ajete Morales, 1st Lt Maria del C. Hernan- 
dez Nordelo, Lt Felix Rivero Contreras, Lt Jose Jimenez Perez, Lt Manuel A. Cueto 
Vegerano (direct delegate), SFC Jose L. Garcia Rojas, S3C Pablo Alvarez Amador, 
soldiers Olegario Pozo Vergara, Leonardo Lopez Serrano, Victor A. Fernandez Dans, 
Rafael Figueredo Lugo, Valentin Alfonso Tirado, Orlando Lopez Linares, Octavio Urra 
Saivia, Andres R. Bolanos Perez, EMCC [Camilo Cienfuegos Military School] student 
Aleida Rodriguez Llanes and civilian worker Gilberto Roca Rodriguez. 


The following were elected as nominees to membership in the National Committee of 
the UJC: Capt Marcelino Hernandez Dominguez, Capt Rolando Rangel Garcia, Capt Pedro 
Honduras Diaz, Capt Marcelino Ajete Morales, Lt Felix Rivero Contreras and civilian 
worker Gilberto Roca Rodriguez. 


At the closing, Ship Capt Ovidio Sopena Fernandez recognized the work done by the 
youth during the period evaluated as well as the quality of the conference. 


He stressed: "We can say that the Western Army UJC has fulfilled the resolutions 
and directives of its National Committee and the FAR Central Political Directorate." 
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DAAFAR Meeting 
Havana VERDE OL{VU in Spanish 4 Feb 82 p 55 
[Article by Luis Lopez] 


[Text] The Second Conference of the UJC in DAAFAR [Antiaircraft Defense and Revolu- 
tionary Air Force] could not have been held on a better date--the 129th anniversary 
of the birth of Jose Marti. 


Once more the teachings of the National Hero, his wise sayings, his good judgment 
and his intransigence served as a guide for this combative youth to find the way, 
as he himself would say, to "go to what has been born: to create, to raise." 


Some 260 delegates elected by the base organizations met in the auditorium of the 
I™ [Institute of Military Technology] to evaluate 3 years of untiring work, ana- 
lyze the fulfillment of agreements and resolutions critically and elect representa- 
tives to the Fourth UJC Congress as well as nominees for membership in the National 
Committee. 


The majority were under 28 years of age; others recently began their work. Already 
in their revolutionary lives, they had the backing of deeds that placed them among 
men who “love and construct," the legacy of a true Marti generation. 


The Main Report to the conference explained the hard work done by these youths in 
different activities. In acritical spirit, they covered different aspects like 
combat training and readiness, ideological work, maintenance of technology and arma- 
ments and living and working conditions. 


The internal life was broadly discussed. There has been progress in this period 
ranging from better organization of meetings and work methods and styles to growth 
and dues. 


The speeches dealt with two basic things: positive experiences and analysis of 
problems. There was a good lesson for work in the base organizations. 


One of the proposals that the conference decided to send to the congress was to ana- 
lyze the possibility that a transferred member could carry his file with him to 
avoid errors or delay in this documentation. The conference also spoke out in fa- 
vor of increasing the organization, control and quality of meetings to render ac- 
counts and the need to do this based on the documents that govern the life of a 
member and soldier was demonstrated. 


One example of the political-ideological development achieved by our youth was the 
speech by EMCC student Beatriz Madruga Fernandez. She pointed out the need to be- 
gin studying Marxism-Leninism in tenth grade considering the efforts of imperialism 
to ideologically distract our youth. 


The delegation of EMVCC and ITM students developed a good discussion about increas- 


ing academic promotion. One member of the ITM delegation stated that the school 
had been declared a "cheat-free territory." 
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Combat training and readiness was one of the aspects of the report which was care- 
fully analyzed. Problems were pointed out that can be resolved through better work 
and greater demand. The approved work guidelines included this, indicating that 
the main focus must continue to be the consolidation and development of the process 
of instruction, training the troops and staffs and achieving high promotion rates. 


The seven points that the guidelines for the coming period cover include political- 
ideological work with members and youths as the principal and most important task 
of the UJC, improvement of the work of these organizations and their influence on 
combat training and readiness, increased promotion in the military education cen- 
ters and improvement of work methods for the application of standards of mainte- 
nance, preservation and use of combat technology. 


After the evaluation report and guidelines were approved, delegates to the Fourth 
UJC Congress and nominees for the National Committee of the organization were 
elected. 


There were difficult moments and moments of great joy at the conference. Any can- 
rade there had a good revolutionary background and was capable of being a worthy re- 
presentative of our youth at the great event. The following comrades were elected 
through direct and secret vote: Maj Reynaldo Placer, Capt Ada Acosta, Capt Omar 
Diaz, 1st Lt Carlos Lazo, Lt Roberto Gonzalez, SFC Sergio Granado, S3C Pedro Eche- 
varria, S3C Luis Cruz, cadet Alexis Lobaina, cadet Gregory Perdomo, soldiers Orlando 
Romero, Guillermo Acosta, Fidel Gonzalez, Ernesto Milanes, Vicente Nunez, Arturo 
Arias and Nelson Martinez, civilian workers Aurora Perez and Jorge Ceballos and 
EMCC student Georgina Aguilera. WO Rafael Perez Consuegra was elected in his unit 
as a direct delegate. 


Ten comrades were proposed as nominees to the National Committee including Luis Or- 
lando Dominguez, member of the Central Committee of the party and first secretary 
of the UC. 


Tp: closing words were given by Col Santiago Hernandez Caceres, chief of the Party 
Organization Directorate. He mentioned how fruitful the conference had been for 
the work to be done in the base organizations during the coming period. 


He added that, in this stage which just ended, the influence and the role played by 
the youth organization could be seen in the maintenance of modern technology and 
the fulfillment of missions assigned by the party, our commander in chief and the 
minister of the FAR. 


Last, he congratulated the elected delegates and all those who have been confirmed 
or elected as leaders of the base organizations. 


Special Units Meeting 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 4 Feb 82 p 56 
[Text] There is constant proof that savings is not possible without efficiency and 


the best way to achieve it is to optimize the use of each resource. To be more 
efficient and thrifty as our commander in chief has asked is not simply a motto in 
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a propaganda campaign but a requirement of the times in which we live and the times 
to come. 


In the FAR, fulfillment of this guideline means not only economy in material and hu- 
man resources of every type but, as a result of efficiency in all areas, increased 
mobilizational and combat readiness. 


It means increasing to the maximum the levels of demand, organizing in detail all 
the work and control mechanisms, acquiring work methods and styles that are not rou- 
tine, incessantly taking initiatives for economy in every material resource and 
achieving the greatest effectiveness in political-ideological work with the 
personnel. 


As we can see, efficiency, savings and effectiveness are interwoven and in military 
work lead to maintaining the defense of the socialist fatherland at the highest 
level of security. 


All this was discussed at the meeting of the party members in the MINFAR [Ministry 
of the FAR] Special Units. The work of the chiefs, political organisms and organi- 
zations of the PCC [Communist Party of Cuba] and the UJC to fight for economy and 
savings of all resources was analyzed. 


The heart of the matter was explained in the main report read by Lt Col Jose Mar 
Rodriguez. It stated: "We do not meet to perform miracles but to firmly undertake 
a stage of hard and complex work where organization, control and efficiency are 
constant slogans in the daily work of all the members and where care and optimum 

use of the resources given to the FAR by the people so far and those that they will 
give in the future will not longer be a slogan but standards of collective behavior." 


Savings means good work planning, equipment maintenance, avoidance of unnecessary 
consumption of electricity and other supplies, quality control of production, inno- 
vations and increased efficiency when possible. 


Civilian worker Dagoberto Lopez Alcantara of the printing office of the FAR Central 
Political Directorate explained his experience to the meeting. He gave many .‘xaml- 
ples of the guidelines that are followed in this unit to carry out the conmmanaer 

in chief's call. 


Economy in the use of film and photographic materials, important imported resources 
that are used in propaganda and agitation work, was explained in the speech by 

Lt Col Francisco Soto, chief of ECIFAR. Increased efficiency and innovations, 
recovery of the silver in the films and a decrease in discarded material are 

three aspects that lead to savings in resources. 


Other experiences were presented to the participants of the meeting including 
achieving greater economy through good organization and work productivity, prompt 
maintenance of equipment used for political work and correct handling of films shown 


in the units. 


In a short speech, Lt Col Oscar Azua, director of the FAR Casa Central, pointed out 
that savings in this unit implies good service to the users of this important center 
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for political, educational and recreational work. He called for increased aware- 
ness by the FAR officers and their families about care of social property. He 
pointed out: "We can save the national economy a lot if the revolutionary con- 
science of our workers and that of the users of the Casa Central unite." 


The chiefs, political organisms and organizatioi.s of the PCC and the UJC must march 
at the head of the fight for efficiency, savings and increased combat and mobiliza- 
tional readiness. As was revealed at the meeting, we all contribute to adopt admin- 
istrative, technical and organizational measures and also to use the political and 
ideological methods systematically and strictly with all ranks so that the guide- 
lines are timely and precise and are tied to the concrete problems of the men to 
whom they are directed. 


The conclusions of the meeting were presented by Lt Col Humberto Hernandez Garcia 
of the FAR Central Political Directorate. He asked the participants to relay these 
experiences to all the collectives of the units and make efficiency and savings a 
constant work stimulus. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


REPORTAGE ON NATIONAL REPAIR, SPARE PARTS FORUM 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pp 10-13 
[Article by Elsa Blaquier] 


[Text] A little more than 20 years from the first time our workers were asked to 
fight a hard battle to produce the necessary spare parts for the good progress of 
national industry, representatives from the entire country met from 1 to 3 February 
for the First National Forum on Manufacture and Recovery of Spare Parts. 


The voice of the Heroic Warrior, Com Ernesto Guevara, filled the Palacio de las Con- 
venciones at the beginning of the meeting. His words, spoken at the First Produc- 
ticn Meeting on 27 August 1961 when he was minister of industry, carried to more 
than 600 delegates and guests the call made to the workers to face the problems 
caused by the imperialist blockade and construct the parts and machines required 

for our development. 


On that occasion, Che stated: "Naturally, we still have to do more. We have to 
crsate new models of machines and become an industrial country but we have to go 
step by step." 


This forum summarizes the work done by thousands of men and women to solve many 
problems to reduce imports and replace them with national production. It is an im- 
portant step in the progress toward a superior economy. 


The figures contained in the Main Report presented by Marcos Lage, minister of the 
steelworking industry, show this. The estimated value of production of spare parts 
in 1981 totaled 118,432,600 pesos. The plan for this year is 168,381,200 pesos. 


Although production levels did not reach the desired ievels, they increased 32 per- 
cent in value last year compared to 1980. This should be even more in 1982 since 
production of spare parts will increase 40 percent compared to 1981 which demon- 
strates the serious steps being taken in this direction. 


In its introduction, the report pointed out the work done by the National Committee 
for Spare Parts established on 22 January 1981 by initiative of Pedro Miret Prieto, 
member of the Politburo of the party. Ways to ensure the desired objectives in- 
Cluded the incorporation of the masses of workers and technicians in a movement 
that, using accumulated experience and knowledge, would solve the repair problems 
that the national economy faces. 
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Other aspects discussed were the basic results of the committee work on planning, 
statistics and economic stimulation. 


In planning, it was reported that, based on the importance of the constant increase 
of production of spare parts, JUCEPLAN [Central Planning Board] directed that the 
basic products of the 13 main productive organisms in the country in this sector be 
standardized in the elaboration of the guideline figures for the 1982 production 
plan. 


Other points discussed in the Main Report were: rehabilitation of parts; technical- 
material guarantee; supply of technical information and means of production; analy- 
sis of demand; and introduction of new types of spare parts for agricultural and 
transportation equipment as well as for construction and industry. 


In its final section, the report indicated that the work done in spare parts has 
been positive. In the future, there will be new and more solid progress with the 
participation of all the productive organisms as well as the CTC [Central Organiza- 
tion of Cuban Trade Unions] and the workers, all under the direction of our commu- 
nist party. 


During the discussion of the Main Report--which was unanimously approved--there 
were 83 speeches by delegates, characterized by their objectiveness, common sense 
and love for work. 


The speech by comrade Isabel Montesinos, delegate from Granma Province, stood out. 
She pointed out the importance of planning the life span of the module since many 
times it does not correspond to reality. More parts are made than needed and some 
that can be made are imported. This requires technical documentation of the 
equipment. 


Other delegates spoke out to encourage preventive maintenance planning and control 
of part rotation for rehabilitation. 


Several speeches focused on the need to expand the supply of specialized publica- 
tions and training personnel in new technical branches. 


Committee Work 


During the forum, 100 proposals were discussed. They were selected after careful 
study from the many proposals presented during the preparatory stage in the 2,825 
assemblies held throughout the country by more than 96,000 workers. 


There were five committees to explain and analyze the proposals: forge, thermal 
treatment, welding and casting; patterns, dies, devices and tools; recovery and re- 
habilitation; design and technology of common spare parts; and design and technology 
of industrial spare parts. 


The technology of thermal treatment and the machining of transmission housings in 


military technology presented by FAR civilian worker Jorge Victores won second place 
among the works presented in Committee No. 1. 
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These housings made of an aluminum alloy receive thermal treatment to give them the 
necessary mechanical properties and then they are machined. All the tests done 
have yielded magnificent results. 


The proposals explained in Committee No. 2 included the design of a new knife tower 
for preprocessing centers created by engineer Pedro J. Rios Bellini of the Villa 
Clara MINAZ [Ministry of the Sugar Industry] Provincial Delegation. 


His innovation was to reinforce the structure to guarantee its rigidity and stabil- 
ity, adapting the equipment in such a way to adjust the chopping shafts in all dir- 
ections as well as to raise or lower the knives without moving the entire device, 
thus avoiding stopping everything in the preprocessing center when there is mixed 
cane. The savings achieved with its application in only nine preprocessing centers 
totals 27,000 pesos; if applied at the national level, the savings would be high. 


In the committee on recovery and rehabilitation, four of the seven proposals brought 
to the forum by the FAR were presented. These were: replacement of the reticulum 
and recovery of the reflectors on a rangefinder by technician Capt Antonio Lopez 
Aguilar; rehabilitation and recovery of flat optical parts presented by technician 
Filanena Guerra Sanchez; recovery methods for large cylinders using them as recipi- 
ents for chromium plating drawn up by civilian worker Celso Betancourt Rodriguez; 
and manufacture and recovery of spare parts for the recoil cylinder of a gun by ci- 
vilian worker Francisco Garcia Cabrera. 


All the work done by the committees could be called unsurpassable. The proposals 
were precise and profound, the delegates did not waste time and the discussions went 
on far into the night. More than 700 speeches led to about 100 general recommenda- 
tions, particularly concerning state work and organisms. 


The approved recommendations included extending planning mechanisms to avoid imports 
of spare parts that could be produced nationally and increased participation by 
ANIR [National Association of Innovators and Efficiency Experts] and the union move- 
ment in the solution of plans on the need for spare parts, especially in the area 
of freely convertible currency. 


There is no better description of the work done by the delegates than the one given 
by Heriberto Diaz Cepero, five times vanguard of the National Union of FAR Civilian 
Workers and recent recipient of the Jesus Menendez medal, who was on the jury of 

Committee No. 3. "These debates have been a magnificent lesson where we could see 
what the revolutionary, the communist, is capable of doing to develop his country." 


Satisfied with Results 


Commander in Chief Fidel Castro, first secretary of the Central Cammittee of the 
party and president of the Councils of State and Government, presided over the clo- 
Sing of the forum. He presented certificates to the authors of the 15 best propo- 
sals chosen by a jury of 45 members (9 from each committee), people of great pres- 
tige and technical authority in the country. 


The delegates showed their endorsement of the emulations to support manufacture 
and rehabilitation of spare parts presented by the metallurgical, chemical industry, 


70 





mining and energy unions. The objectives are decreased imports, increased recovery 
of spare parts, maximum use of installed capacity, active participation by ANIR in 
solutions and appropriate publicity of technical achievements. 


Pedro Miret, member of the Politburo of the party, gave the closing words at the 
forum. He said: "This forum is the culmination of a long stage initiated by the 
workers in revolutionary response to comrade Fidel's guidelines and the agreements 
of the Second Party Congress concerning spare parts." 


He stressed the impressive mobilization of the masses of workers and specialized 
technicians in this production, filled with a contagious combative and creative 
spirit. He called the scientific-technical ability of the working class unbelievable. 


In another part of his speech, he pointed out the need to place greater emphasis on 
the recovery of parts since this costs much less. He pointed out the work done in 
this direction by the FAR as well as the organization in this ministry of a defect 
test that shows to what degree the parts can be rehabilitated or must be manufactured. 


At the end, he said that the true conclusions are yet to be made. "You will make 
them, you turners and mechanics, pattern makers and millers, thermal workers, weld- 
ers and forgers, when you return to your factories and shops and apply the experi- 
ence that you have acquired throughout this process ending with this great forum. 
We know how far the sense of responsibility and the awareness of what comrade Fidel 
and the party expect from each one of you has penetrated." 


Parts for Defense 


Lt Col Luis Enrique Perez Rospide, a mechanical engineer with more than 12 years 
experience, presided over the jury in charge of discussions on recovery and rehabi- 
litation of parts. Concerning its work and FAR participation in the forum, he 
stated: "In our committee, 20 proposals were discussed. They showed a high tech- 
nical level and included principal repair methods. They also offered solutions to 
problems with complex and expensive spare parts. 


"The forum helped us a lot, not only because of the depth with which the problems 
were discussed but also the richness of the debates. For example, in our committee, 
87 speeches were made by delegates and about 6 by guests out of a total of 208 
participants. 


"The forum enriched everyone's experience and represents a great stimulus to the 
economy. We also believe that it has been held at the right time since one of the 
guidelines of the Second Party Congress is to decrease imports and guarantee spare 
parts so that the industrial and technical equipment of the country can be kept in 
perfect condition and can carry out the asSigned missions. 


"The debates revealed that, along with the gigantic effort made throughout the 
country to manufacture parts, it is necessary to make a greater effort to increase 
demand in the use of the technical equipment. In other words, if there is one boiler 
in a factory, it must be well used. If there is one truck, it is indispensable 

that it be used appropriately according to its technical designation and require- 
ments. In this way, we will avoid having to repair it or use unnecessary parts be- 
cause of neglect or violations. 
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"In my opinion, these tasks are related: follow the policy of producing and reha- 
bilitating but insist on the economic and even educational need for correct use of 
the equipment. 


"In the FAR we have made progress in this direction and w hope to improve much 
more.: 


"We participated in the forum with a large group of officers and civilian workers 
who were in the union provincial delegations. 


"In the FAR the election process for candidates and proposals, as in the other or- 
ganisms of the country, began at the base and ended in September with a forum of 
all the Industrial Military Enterprises where about 100 proposals were discussed 
and the 10 best ones were selected. 


"The works presented by the FAR at this national meeting had the basic objective of 
solving common problems of the national economy. 


"FAR representatives participated actively in all the committees. Although our pro- 
posals might not have a major economic effect as others with national repercussions 
might, they do present an important social element, the role that they play in the 
defense of the fatherland. 


"We believe that this forum has provided the opportunity to bring together a large 
number of distinguished skilled workers, technicians and engineers to give solutions 
to the problem of spare parts. When they return to their respective production cen- 
ters, they will have a broader knowledge of achievements and what still needs to be 
done." 


Building the Future 


Engineer Lt Luis Manuel Torrecillas Rodriguez had the honor--with Isabel Montesinos 
--of accompanying veteran worker Carlos Alba Ramirez, oldest delegate and one of the 
50 most distinguished innovators in the country, to the podium. He proposed the 
first agreement approved designating Commander in Chief Fidel Castro and Heroic War- 
rior Ernesto Che Guevara as honorary chairmen of the forum. 


These three comrades beautifully symbolized the participation of women and the con- 
stant battle of production and defense that our people fight. 


Torrecillas indicated: "This was a great honor that I must share with the other FAR 
representatives since they all had the same qualifications. I am especially proud 
of the opportunity I had to meet a camrade like Alba who, at such an advanced age 
(75) and with 59 years of experience, has made valuable contributions to the na- 
tional economy." 


Luis Manuel, one of the youngest delegates at the forum, began his studies at the 
Camilo Cienfuegos Military School at the age of 13. He went on to study mechanical 
engineering in the USSR. 





He told us: "I began to work at the Emilio Barcenas Military Industrial Enterprise 
4 years ago. Here I became involved in the recovery and manufacture of spare parts, 
the assimilation of new products and innovation." 


He has participated in transformation of insufficient and discontinued intermediate 
swaybars, the rehabilitation of swaybar supports, extremely complex technology and 
the creation of devices for the repair of wheel systems. 


He also contributed to the transformation of hydraulic shock absorbers and improve- 
ments in the mounting and testing of transmission accessories for military techno- 
logy. He has worked on the technological projects to construct a machine shop, tool 
shop, thermal treatment and forge for the production of discontinued spare parts. 


Torrecillas is an example of what our youths are capable of doing when they face 
difficulties aggressively, when they accept the challenge to build the future. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


EASTERN ARMY HYDROPONIC FARM ACTIVITIES NOTED 
Havana VERDE CLIVO in Spanish 11 Feb 82 pp 7-9 
[Article by Pablo Noa] 


[Text] Tomatoes this size! When they first told me, I did not believe it. Looking 
at the size marked by their hands, my astonishment and interest in learning the 
source of such beautiful vegetables grew. 


Perhaps the reader of this article might think that I am exaggerating. Fortunately, 
this is not true. To get an idea about what is happening, it is necessary to visit 
the hydroponic produce area of the agricultural-livestock production farm of an 
Eastern Army unit. 


About 4 months ago, we reported on the hydroponic construction work on that farm. 
At that time, they were about to finish the first half unit which is now in full 
productive development. 


The first tomatoes of the Floradel variety are already growing. A little more 
than 45 days after planting, they are already unexpectedly large. 


The planted area is about 0.5 hectares with an initial sowing of 14,750 plants. 
Anyone who saw the beginning of this work last November when a small group of men 
tried to finish the project on the planned date would be surprised to see the pano- 
rama now. Simply stated, the landscape has changed substantially. 


"Not only the landscape!" Juan Cardet, a young Camagueyan who is a specialist in 
this type of construction, stated happily. 


"The variety and quality of the food offered to the soldiers in the dining rooms 
of this unit are beginning to improve. You can see the tomato crop growing and 
the troops have already eaten lettuce from those same ‘canteros.'" 


We asked: "Is that possible?" 
"Well, we did it experimentally and it worked. In the center of the 'cantero' 


where there are no tomato plants or other vegetables planted, another type of pro- 
duce can be planted that will not affect the main crop....It works!" 

















"All this is interesting and new. How is it possible for plants to germinate, de- 
velop and produce so efficiently in an area of cement and granite?" 


We received part of the answer from hydroponics itself. 


"Every 2 hours water runs for 15 minutes through the 'canteros' that you Saw. It 
contains the chemical elements that give the plants enough food to guarantee their 
best development and growth." 


Sinecio Alberto Munder, plant health technician who takes care of the hydroponic 
system, stated this and added: 


"The chemical elements in the water include potassium nitrate, ammonium nitrate, 
copper sulfate, manganese, zinc and iron as well as sulfuric acid and nitric acid." 


"When is this crop harvested?" we asked since almost all the workers of the center 
were around us. 


"We plan to begin this month," said Marcos Campis, farm chief. 

"How much do you think you will harvest?" 

"Between 700 and 800 quintals." 

"Are you going to use the area for a single product or are there other plans?" 


"Based on the experience of combining lettuce and tomatoes in a Single ‘cantero,' 
we plan to continue expanding that initiative and encourage the cultivation of cu- 
cumbers and other produce." 


The day we toured the hydroponic installations, tests began in the half unit that, 
with the one already in production, completes the first area formed by two units. 
In the second part, the initial steps are being taken to prepare the land and build 
the "canteros." 


Concerning organization and formation of the workers' collective to take care of 
the productive unit, they are trying to create the necessary conditions to develop 
good work. There are not many--five women and three men. 


The first employees came to the hydroponic farm about 3 months ago. 


The union section plays an important role in supporting the activity of the center. 
Jose Pupo, secretary general of the organization, told us: 


"The hydroponic work is new for all of us but it is not complex. We have had to 
train ourselves for the labor specialty that this place requires. The union sec- 
tion is new and almost all the small collective is young and enthusiastic. In each 
activity, they show their desire to help achieve success in hydroponics." 


Pupo continued: "They have done volunteer work when necessary to aid the construc- 
tion of the productive units. We also dedicate some tasks to the 10th WFTU Congress." 








Pupo mentioned a group of distinguished workers in the socialist emulation that 
has been going on since the beginning. He said that Berta Cabrera and Ramona Al- 
varez were fulfillers in this quarter but the rest, without exception, played a de- 
cisive role. 


He added: "I believe the work done by comrade Orlando Gonzalez should be pointed 

Out. He is a specialized technician in vegetable growing and is in charge of this 
area of the farm. Thanks to his concern and interest, our training has been gra- 
dually consolidated and the center takes on the qualities included in its objectives." 


The dialogue was interrupted by a gracious invitation from Berta, Reynelsa and Ra- 
mona. They felt this first crop was an important part of their contribution to hy- 
droponic development. They wanted us to see the results of their patient work with 
the plants. They did it with great attention and devotion or, in their own words, 
"with love and care." 


These comrades have spent many days clearing weeds from the "canteros," stripping 
plants of suckers and tying them up. Without question, this work is part of the 
pesitive results achieved. This fully justifies the enthusiasm and joy that they 
show each time they speak of hydroponics. 


However, the hydroponic work does not end there. With the completion of the parts 
of the units, a building for a laboratory and offices is being constructed. Areas 
are also being adapted for the basic rules of safety and hygiene. 


In other words, this Eastern Army unit has enthusiastically undertaken creation of 
an agricultural-livestock production farm to encourage the internal consumption of 
different agricultural products. It is a good way to improve troop nutrition and, 
therefore, living conditions. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


AIRSTRIP GRANT--Roseau, Dominica, Feb 8 (CANA)--Canada has made available a 
grant of $18,267 (C) to Dominica for the government to upgrade the cane field 
Airstrip just outside the capital. Roseau. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY 
GLEANER in English 10 Feb 82 p 8] 


BANANA INDUSTRY CRISIS--Roseau--Chairman of the Board of Directors of the D- 
Dominica Banana Growers Association, Mishack Linton, has said here that the 
banana industry needed immediate assistance from Government in order to avert 
a collapse. A release issued by the DBGA said that his remarks were made 
during a meeting with Agriculture Minister Heskeith Alexander last week. But 
it has been going through a difficult period over the past few years, brought 
on by two hurricanes, competition on the United Kingdom market, and a debt 
estimated at over (EC) $42.624 million (TT $48 million). The release said 
that the meeting with the Minister was requested by the board to discuss the 
precarious financial position of the association. It said that the board 
asked the Minister to make immediate representation on their behalf to non- 
traditional aid donors to inject funds into the industry. Mr Lintonsaid that 
an overseas aid-seeking mission should be up for that purpose. The release 
added that the Minister informed the meeting that aid donors had already been 
approached but they were reluctant to accommodate locally incurred financial 
liabilities. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Feb 82 

p 12) 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


SWEDISH PAPER INTERVIEWS GUERRILLA LEADER 
PM260847 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 21 Feb 82 p 12 
[Dispatch by IPS correspondent Jan Thielen: "Government Troops Are Tiring"] 


[Text] Bogota, 20 Feb--"The guerrilla war in El Salvador has started to become 
a positional war," said guerrilla leader Ramon Ortega, leader of the Dolores-Ardon 
front active in North Cabanas near the Honduran border. 


"We have left the stage of constant movements in the war. The position of the front 
has now become fixed. The FMLN [Farabundo Marti Liberation Front] is defending 

its strategic positions and the government army is not strong enough to hurt us," 
Commandante Ramon said. "But," he added, "the government forces are by no means 
finished yet. 


"Tt is true that the government's army has better arms and equipment than the 
FMLN, but a guerrilla war is not won with good arms and equipment, winning a war 
principally requires well-motivated and well-trained soldiers," Ramon said. 


According to Ramon Ortega the government's army which consists of the National 
Guard, the police force, the security police, various paramilitary organizations 


and the army, is not able to keep up more than one offensive at a time despite 
its great strength." 


"The government forces are constantly being moved from front to front. This 

gives added strength to our assertions that it is a war-tired army we are fighting. 
We have caused considerable losses in the government army's ranks and this is also 
true of the Atlacatl Batallion, which was trained in the United States. There 

are fewer and fewer of them every time we fight them." 


The guerrilla leader does not consider that there is any sort of military deadlock 
situation in El Salvador. 


"The popular base, which the war against the regime has long had, means that it 
is perhaps possible to say that there is tactical deadlock. But strategically 
the FMLN has a great advantage. You could say that in the area of military 
strategy we are superior to the government army. 
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"For example, we have our own arms factories, where a large number of workers and 
peasants produce everything from rifles to bombs. The regime is under great 
pressure at present, and this makes it dangerous for the civilian population of 
El Salvador. The junta is using force against the civilian population to weaken 
the guerrilla movement," Ortega said. 


Ortega also said that the regime is trying to legitimize itself through the elec- 
tion it has called for 28 March. But the election will have completely the oppo- 
site effect. The Salvadoran people are organized and fully aware it is the United 
States which is behind the election. 


Ortega also told me that the guerrillas are making use cf the experiences of the 
Vietnamese guerrillas during the war against the United States. In the areas 
controlled by the FMLN protective shelters have been built for the population. 

The shelters are built to withstand 1,000-kilo bombs. The FMLN has also mined its 
areas in collaboration with the local population. 


CSO: 3010/986 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


TEACHER DENOUNCES CONTINUED REPRESSION BY REGIME 
PA271700 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 27 Feb 82 


[Excerpts] According to Salvadoran teacher (Marta Castellon), who is currently 
in our country participating in the preparation of the constitutive assembly of 
the Central American Federation of Teachers Organizations [Federacion de Organi- 
zaciones Magisteriales de Centro America--FOMCA], the disappearances and killings 
of teachers continue in her country. 


When approached by this station, (Castellon) said that the Salvadoran teachers 
have joined their people's liberation struggle at various levels. Salvadoran 
teachers are participating very proudly as mass leaders, combatants and activists, 
in order to quickly achieve the final victory of our struggle for freedom, she 
added. 


[Begin recording] [Question] Companera (Castellon), [words indistinct] are you 
acting in the face of the repression against teachers and the disappearance of 
many of them? 


[Answer] So far, the 21 June National Association of Salvadoran Teachers has 
seen 297 of its members killed; in addition, about 32 are missing and the 
authorities acknowledge the capture of 38 others. We must mention the capture of 
two very valuable leaders--Companero (Douglas Mauricio Ramirez) and Companera 
(Melida Villatoro). (Villatoro) was elected member of the Executive Council at 

a recent congress, but she is still being detained by the authorities. 


Within this framework of repression, over 4,000 other teachers live in exile due 
to repression in the interior and 600 schools have been closed, including the 
National University and the (Alberto Monserrat) Teachers School, where teachers 
train. At this point, the latter is being used as a general headquarters by the 
teachers of imperialism. [End recording] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


WHITEMAN LISTS PRG‘S PRIORITIES FOR SUMMIT MEETING 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 15 Feb 82 p 3 


{Text } 


Cso: 


ST. GEORGE S. Grenada, 
Sunday, (CANA) — The 
Grena Government has 
identified food, aviation, 
energy, the University of the 
West Indies (UWI), A.U.S. 
and initiative for the Carib- 
bean and Central America, 
and peace as critical issues for 

a planned Caribbean Com- 
manity (CARICOM) heads of 
government meeting. 

The Grenada priority list, 
revealed after the leaders of 
Barbados, Antigua and 
Barbuda had discussions with 
Guyanese President Forbes 
Burnham on the proposed 
summit, included issues about 
which the Maurice Bisho 
Government has 


The Grenada Foreign 
Minister. Unison Whiteman, 
told CANA the government 
believed it was necessary to 
have discussions on the 
Caribbean Food Corporation 
(CFC), set up by regional 


bitious plan to bolster regional 
food a - and 
significan food 


im mports. 
We feel that there is need 
:° o atenemete the Caribbean 


tion to give it 

greater life and greater A 
that we can expa 

production and trade in food in 
ion.” he said. 


Sass abate 


3025/182 


foreign exchange from 
tourism. 

He said difficulties with 
airlines were Pears 
hurdles to trave by the 
region's ple and to the 


ty of tourism. 


Mr. Whiteman also 
recommended exhaustive 
discussions on having the 
Caribbean regarded by the 
superpowers as a zone of 


peace, as advocated by the 


region’s foreign salnieters last 
year. 

Grenada saw the discussion 
as vital because if felt the time 
had come for an end to 
military manoeuvres, 
military build-ups and the 
threat of military attacks in 
the area. Mr. Whiteman 
ex 

ecently. Grenada com- 


lained that the U:ited States 

ad carried out manoeuvres in 
the region under a plan that 
included the invasion of the 
island. 

Also of interest to the 
People’s Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) is a tete- 
a-tete on an aid plan for the 


ion to be sponsored by the 
Gaitee ait Mexico. 


ae has welcomed the 
plan, but has said it did not 
think there was need to 
establish more institutions in 
- region as a conduit for the 
ai 

Other issues which Grenada 
would like to see discussed. 
Mr. Whiteman said. were: 
Alternative energy sources in 
an area wiiich heavily 
on oil imports. question of 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT SUPPORTS REGIONAL COMMUNITY--Guatemala City, 26 Feb (LATIN-REUTER)-- 
Guatemala today announced its support for the governments of El Salvador, Honduras 
and Costa Rica, which have formed the Central American Democratic Community. 

The Public Relations Office of the presidency announced this morning a government 
resolution signed on 24 February by President Gen Romeo Lucas Garcia and his 10 
State ministers. This resolution analyzes Guatemala's Central American position 
and fully supports the actions that the three countries are carrying out in line 
with the 19 January "declaration creating the Central American Democratic 
Community" in San Jose, Costa Rica. Guatemala was not invited to the January 
meeting. After expressing its support for the community, the resolution notes 
that the government wants "to reiterate its firm position of respect and unres- 
tricted compliance with treaties, resolutions and, generally, with the obligations 
it has agreed upon with the sister states of the Central American isthmus to 
achieve the total integration of Central America." [Text] [PA270413 Buenos Aires 
LATIN in Spanish 0137 GMT 27 Feb 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


COOPERATION WITH ROMANIA EXPLORED IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Feb 82 p l 


[Text ] 


cso: 


3025/i84 


THE development of 
Guyana’s forest resources, 
the beneficial exploitation of 
the country’s mineral 
resources and the 
strengthening of bilateral 
trading links are some of the 
broad areas identified for co- 
operation between Guyana 
and Romania, according to 
the head of the Department 
of International Economic 
Co-operation in the Ministry 
of Economic .Planning and 
Finance, Lawrence Mann. 

This came out of recent 
discussions in Romania 
between a delegation from 
Guyana and Romanian of- 
ficais. ao 

In an interview yesterday 


he explained that during the . 


recent visit, areas of 
technical and scientific co 


operation were also. 


discussed in some detail, 
and Guyane stood to benefit 
in areas such as- forestry, 
mining and engineering. 


Guyana and Romania had 
worked out a general oo 
operation framework since 
1975, and the two countries 
had reached agreements in 
economic, industrial and 
technical fields. 

According to Cde Mann. 
\ast December's meeting, the 
first of the Guyana-Romania 
Joint Commission, wes aimed 

primarily at working out @ 
system to implement the 
ag‘eements arrived at in 





1975. . 

Romania , which is 
currently experiencing 4 
dedine in food production, is 
interested in purchasing rice 
and bauxite from Guyana. 

Guyana, for its part, 

proposed a commodity credit 
arrangement to facilitate the 
purchase of Romanian 
tractors through a long-term 
credit facility, the structure 
of which is being worked out. 


In addition, matters 
relevant to the development 
of Guyana’s hydro-electric 
potential’ were dealt with 
during the talks. 

Romania, Cde Mann 
explained, had immense 
experience in the field of 
hydro-electricity, and has 
offered to provide Guyana 
with technical and other 
assistance for the 
development of its hydro 
power resources. 

Guyana, he said, had to 
examine the offer in <srms of. 
its ‘price competitiveness’, 
for the hydro-project is 
directly linked tothe setting 
up of an aluminium smeiter. 

it is expected that there 
will be follow-up meetings to 
work out strategies for the 
implementation of the 
agreements reached. 

The Guyana delegation at 
the joint talks wes led by 
Vice-President Economic ' 
Planning and Finance, | 
Desmond Hovte. ‘GNA) 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


EDITORIAL DISCUSSES PNC'S FRANKNESS ON ECONOMIC PLIGHT 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 17 Feb 82 p 6 


[Editorial: "No More ‘Sweet Carila'"] 


[Text] “TELL IT like is,” President Forbes Barnham in- 


structed his colleagues last week. That is just what they 
did at the closed-door and the public sessions of their 
Party’s regional conferences. The President himself was 
man enough to admit publicly that ‘‘all of us - from the 
President down’’ are biameable for last year’s 


dealing with the public. Pertly to protect its popularity and 
partly to preveat public alarm, it has tended to try selling 
carile coated with honey. That never works. . The present 
trend of candour not only attracts a more positive and 
sympathetic response from the people ; it makes com- 
munication easier. *., 

If we could get the facts and the numbers right, we can 
thea discuss Cause f and solutions. 

So, it is imperative that the President get the word down. 
act only to Ministers and his colleagues in the Central 
Executive Committee, bat to the lesser functionaries as 
well. Teli the truth about the state of the economy. Tell 
the truth about mismanagement where it exists. 


Only thencan theGovernmentexpectpeople to take it 
seriously whea it seeks to explain Guyana’s economic woes 
as a part of the international economic crisis . A Govern- 
ment’s unwillingness to bare its faults and shortcomings 
to public scrutiny could put it in great difficulty when 
trying_to remind the nation of the many ways in which 
things have improved since independence ; or how mach 
worse if would have been if, for example, a simple pot of 
‘‘cook-up”’ still depended on imported peas, chicken and 
salt-beef. 

The Government, having decided to be straightforward 
on this matter, two things remain. One is for the public to 
recognise that berating the Government for failures in one 
area or another, however satisfying, solves nothing. 
While inefficiency there has been, nothing we did is 
Guyana could have forestalled the world recession or 
insulated our little country from its effects. Similarly, the 
Government’s information machinery itself achieves 
nothing by going overboard to tell us of the severity of our 
problems without clear, concrete information of what we: 
could do to reduce the effects om our coustry and our 
families. 

Guyana still has more natural resources than the rest of 
the Caribbean put together. Defeated we are indeed; but 
ouly temporarily . There is sui much room to manceuvre ,~ 
and much reason to hope. 


CSO: 3025/184 





COUNTRY SECTION 


ECONOMY AT LOWEST EBB SINCE 1960'S; REMEDIES CONSIDERED 


Critical Role of Labor 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Feb 82 pl 


[Text] 


GUYANA’S Labour. 


movement faces its most 
crucial challenge this year. 
amid herculean attempts by 


government to saivege an 
economy believed to be at its 
lowest ebb since the early 
1960s. 

With the Bank of Guyana 
caught in its fiercest battie 
yet to manage the country’s 
depleted foreign exchange 
reserves, the iebour 
movement is being pin- 
pointed as the nation’s major 
hape to pull the economy bac 
from its deepest recession 

Labour’s crucial role will’ 
come Jp for discussion 
between government and the 
Guyane Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) in the next 
few days, when the two sides 
continue their scheduled 
review of the ailing economy. 

The meeting will be the 
second and probably the last 
major dialogue between the 
Burnham Administration and. 
the TUC before the 
presentation of what by ai! 
accounts is expected to be 
another austerity budget. 

Ministries and  cor- 
porations are engeged in 
numerous Meetings and data 
juggling with the State 


Pianning Secretariat to speed 


up the preperation of the 
budget. which, informed 
sources say will most iikely 
refiect a G$200 niillion cut in 
— expenditures for 
1 


85 


The slash is being in- 
fluenced by disappointing 
performarices of the coun- 
try's major productive 
sectors last year and an 
equaily daunting outiook for 
the entire economy in 1982. 

For one thing, sugar, 
which in 1981 wes projected 
to earn 300 pounds sterling 
per ton of a targetted 360 000 
tons, ended the year with a 
production of about 307 000 
tans, and foreign earnings at 
just about 140 to 163 pounds 
sterling per tor. The joss in 
financial aarnings amounted 


‘toa staggering G$74 million, 


The shortfall is aggravated 
by the fact that while Guyane 
received an average of 160 
pounds sterling per ton last 
year, the local cost of 
producing sugar soared to 
some 220 pounds sterling per 
ton. 

And as though the 
situation was not bieak 
enough the European 
Economic Community (EEC) 
continues to inject incentives 
into the Euronean beet sugar 
industry, propeiling 
producers to increase 
production and flood the 
metropolitan merket with 
beet suger . 

The result is thet cane 
— produced by Guyene 

member states of the 
ACP grouping Is being 
squeezed out of the waorid 
market. 


The beuxite industry, 


meanwhile achieved oniy 55 


per cent of its projected 
foreign earnings in 1981. 


reguiting in a loss of some 
G$96 million to the national 


National Development 
Minister Robert Corbin said 
yesterday, that Guymine’s 
Alumina plant might have to 
scaie down caicined bauxite 
operations this year, amid 
growing threats to its 
guaranteed market \ by stiff 
competitions from the 
People’s Republic of China 
and Australia. 

The rice industry, the 
nation’s third major expect 


of GSé60 


million short of projections in 
1981 and wes among 60 per 
cent of the public-sector 
under GUYSTAC to have 
recorded losses over the past 
year, according to informed 
sources. 

The Guyane Electricity 
Corporation, Guyane 
Timbers Limited and Guyana 
Fisheries Limited aiso made 
significant losses. 


All in all, government is — 


« believed to have (overspent 
expendtiture) in the vicinity 
million mainly 
because 
achievable targets fell short 


seemingly — - 


Cde Corbin, who discussed 
the state of the national 
economy with trade unionists 
and supervisors at the 
opening session of their 12- 
week leadership course 
yesterday, said iabdour will 
have to show greater 
productivity and efficiency 
this yeer.. 

Cde Corbin said shortfalls 


-in domestic production 


greatiy hampered the 
country’s foreign exchange 
earning capacity, thus af- 
fecting its ability to import 


essential commodities which 


could only be paid for from, 


earner, feil 


some G$90. 


of earlier indications. 


High-Leve: Meeting 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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A two-day Conference: 
summoned to discuss current 
state of the country’s: 
economy ended Sunday night 
at the Office of the: 
President. The mesting also 
discussed proposals and 
prindples against which the 
1982 Nationa! Budget is 
being prepared and made 
recommendations intended 
to ensure viability and: 
survival, despite the ex- 
pected difficulties this year. 

At the meeting were 


: President Forbes Burnham, 


Prime Minister Ptolemy Reid, 


and General 


all members of the Cabinet, 
the Central Executive 
Committee of the People’s 
National Congress, Permanent 
Secretaries of key Ministries, 
the Executive Vice-President ° 
of Guystac, Heads of Cor- 
porations, Guymine and the 
G.N.S. Also partidpating 
were representatives of the 
Trade Union Congress, 
including the Movement's 
President Samuel Walker, 
Secretary 
Joseph Pollydore, Regional 
Chairman and other leaders 
of the Local Democratic 


Organs. 

Guided by Officials from the 
Bank of Guyana, the Ministry 
of Economic Development 
and Planning and the Sate 
Planning Secretariat, the 
meeting considered four 
main presentations induding 
one of the foreign exchange 
problem. 

This inevitably means 
many Ministries and Public 
Sector agencies will receive 
considerably reduced 
allocations, with which to 
implement their current and 
capital operations this year. 
it was also agreed that 
because of the relatively low 
level of production during 
1981, Government is not now 
in @ position to maintain its 
activities as wes program- 
med and would therefore 
have to curtail these in the 
light of inadequate 
revenues. 

The meeting wes 
unanimous in tha condusion 
-that the level of production 
has to improve dramaticeily, 
if employment capportunities 
are fo be expe and 


economic viability “main- 
, tained. 





receipts from exports. 


COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


WORK STOPPAGES COST WORKERS OVER $2 MILLION IN 1981 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Feb 82 pl 


[Text } 


GUYANESE workers lost 
over two million dollars in 
wages through work stop- 
pages in 1981, according tos 
report prepared by the 
Manpower Research Unit of 


the Ministry of Public. 


Welfare. 

During 1981 also, 125 582 
man-days were lost as 4 
result of the 621 work 
stoppages, compared with 
the loss of 67 620 man-days 
caused by 333 work stop- 

in 1980, when workers 
lost $1, 16 million in wages. 

The report which contains a 
detailed examination of the 
neture and causes of work 
stoppages during 1981, noted 
tht many of the strikes 
ret‘ected a lack of _har- 
mon‘ous systems of 
manixgament/ worker 
relationship. This feature 
wes especially discernible in 
thes sugar industry which 
recorded the greatest 
number of strikes, the report 
said. 

The report divided work 
stoppages into three main 
industries, the sugar in- 
dustry, the bauxite industry 
and other areas of industrial 
activity. 

‘The report contended that 
work stoppages iri the sugar 
industry accounted for the 
largest portion of the national 
total. it said workers should 
realise that there wes no 
room for what could 
sometimes be cailed ex- 
travagant ard ridiculous 
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demands, especially in the 
light of the present 
depressed economic 
situation. 

According to the report, 
585 strikes occurred in the 
sugar industry, causing 
workers to lose over $2,27 
miilion in wages during 1981. 
During the same period 889 
318 man-days were lost. It 
said that in 1980, the in- 
dustrial performance of the 
sugar industry wes much 
better than in 1981. It ex- 
plained that 276 strikes in 
1980 resulted in the industry 
losing 60 593 man-days and 
workers losing $1,08 million 
in wages. : 

in. the bauxite industry, 
there was a total of 18 strikes 
in 1981 one more than there 
was in 1980. In addition 
during 1981, work stoppages 
resuited in a loss of 7 003 
man-days compared with the 
426 man-days lost in 1980. 

Other areas of economic 
activity recorded a dediine in 
work stoppages: last year 
moving from 40 in 1980 to 18 
in 1981. The number of 
workers involved also 
showed a dedine from 4 663 
in 1980 to 1 208 in 1981. 
However, the number of 
man-days lost rose from 
6 601 in 1980 to 8 261 in 198). 
The loss in wages suffered 
by workers rose from 
$71545,11 in 1980 to 
$94044, 07 in 1981. 

The report noted that some 
of the reasons given for 
taking strike action were 


37 


company property 


clearly non-industrial and 
were even trivial in nature... 

it cited reasons such as 
**unavailability of toilet 
paper "’, “‘too much rain’, 
**Chairman’s visit to a sugar 
estate "’ ‘’re-positioning of a 
ciock’’ and “‘reprimanding of _ 


in 1981, 55 per cent of the 
work stoppages were the 
result of demands for in- 
creased wages and better 
working conditions, com- 
pared with 41 per cent in 
1980. 

it was explained further 
that in 1981, 33 per cent of 
the work stoppages were 
resolved when the parties 
concerned reached 
agreements wholly of par- 
tially in favour of the 
workers’ demands. 

And, the demands made in 
62 per cent of the 1981 
work. stoppages were 
rejected. in 1980,69 per cent 
of the demands were 
rejected. 

The report pointed out that 
the highest number of work 
stoppages for the period 
1976 to 1981 occurred last 
year, but the highest number 
of man-days lost occurred in 
1977 when 383 work stop- 
pages resultedin: 964 282 
man-days being lost. During 
that year also workers lost 
over ten million dollars in 


The average duration of 
work stoppages rose from 1,7 
days in 1980 to 2,1 days in 
1981. Im the sugar industry, 
the average duration wes 1,9 
days while in other areas, it 
wes 4,5 days. 

(GNA) 











COUNTRY SECTION 


JACKSON IN ANTIGUA, DISCUSSES CARICOM, PLURALISM IN REGION 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 82 p 16 


[Text ] 


GUYANA’S Minister of © 


Foreign Affairs, Cde. 
Rashieigh Jackson told 
newsmen in Antigua this 


week that Guyana’s relations — 


with Caricom constituted @ 
fundamental pillar of this 
country’ s foreign relations. 


He said Giyana believed - 


that the time wes right to 
intensify consultations at the 
highest political levels in the 
region, with a view to 
devising and activating 
programmes of functional CO- 
operation among . Caricom 4 
member states. 

The Foreign Minister said 
that the visit to Antigua by ; 
President Forbes Burnham | 
“represents the next step in « 
@ programme which would } 
heir: intensify the / 
collaboration and discussions - 
betusen heads of govern- 
ments and heads of states in: 
the region.”’ 

Cde. Jackson said there 
seemed to be a universal 
desire to convene 4M» early 
Caricom summit.He said that 
before iong, + @ common 
decision should be arrived at 
on a venue and time for a 
meeting of the heads of 
goveroment. 


Cde. Jackson said thet 
there were certain problems 
which affected the region no 
less than they affected the 
world at large. 


These problems inciuded 
the vital questions of food 
and energy. peace and 
stability, ideological 
pluralism, and disarmament. . 

The, Guyanese diplomat. 


cso: 3025/183 


said that these con- 
siderations together provided 
a broad spectrum of issues 
which would engage the 
attention of the heads of 
government when they meet. 

He added that the heads of 
government meeting was the 
only body which could ad- 
dress thése issues with 
absolute competence and 
confidence. 

On the question of 
ideological pluralism, Cde. 
Jackson said that whereas 


propagated the view that 
idediagical pluralism con- 
stituted a factor of dif- 
ferences between countries 
in Caricom, Guyana did not 
share that view. 

He recalled that at @2 

Foreign Ministers’ meeting 


_ in &. Luda one yeer ago, 


there wes a common 
detarmination that 
idediogical pluralism wes an 
irreversible fact of in- 
ternational relations, and 
should not become a barrier 
to strengthening the 
relations among Caricom 
countries. 

Cde. Jackson observed that 
some of the developments 
which adversely affected the 
integration movement 
stemmed from structural 
internal factors. He felt that 
the heads of government 
should sit down: and address 
these issues, and give their 
determination. 
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MINISTER AIRS CONCERN OVEK RISING CRIME, SMUGGLING 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 9 Feb 82 pl 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


~~ Home “Affairs” Minister “‘ 
Stamey Moore yesterdsy « 


voiced his concern | over 


smuggling scross the -; 


Berbice he stressed thet the ”. 


Police were doing everything . 
possible to deal with the 


situation. 
Touching on smuggiing, the 
Minister said that before he 


was appointed a minister, he 


was told by a resident at 


Corriverton. that there were — 


two industries in Corrivertan 
— agriculture and 


smuggling 
“This ‘situation will not be 


tolerated,”” he said. ‘We . 


have done our best to try and 
conirol the _emuggling 


- situation, but it is a fact of 
-, life thet smuggiers are 


alweys ong jump ahead of the 
law enforcement officer ,’’ he 


The Police have done s 
number of things to reduce 
the scale of smuggling & on 


. the Corentyne. They have 


visited 2@ number of 
premises, carried out 
searches, put up roadblocks 
and kept a pretty tight rein, 
in collaboration with the 
Customs and Excise 
Depertment,. on the 
movement of vessels to and 
(ftom) the district., he ex- 
plained. 

Referring to the aime 
situation in the country in 
genera!, he ssid that the 


"police had ' broken up several 
gengs end hed + 


recovered: 


3025/184 
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‘several firearms in their 


campaign to curd serious 
crime. 

One index of the crime 
situation in the country wes 
that the prison population 
wes going down and this wes 
@ good thing. He noted,: 
however, that there wes a 
disturbing increase in serious. 
crime — cimes involving 
the use of firearms. This, he: 
said,-was 8 source of worry to 


_ both the public at large, 


and the padice 

He said the police wanted tu 
know from where the guns _ 
were coming. it was known - 
that, sume have been stolen 
from licenced firearm holders 
and it wes believed that sore 
ie edge Weere looking 
tHe added: We are looking 





imo._ail these hinge He- 


explained further that 
country’s borders ae . 
extremely wide and very 
difficult to police. Some of 
the guns might be coming 
over these borders; he . 


diliestinsisiaialeaiiaiiny 
that since the spate of crime. 
involving the use of fireerms 
began, the Police hed broken . 
up seversi gengs, he said. 
One of these wes on the West 
Demerara, where several 
firearms were recovered, 
another st —— and 


a jwere picking up in- 
formation before bandits 
could get chance to strike. 
— (GNA). 














COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


FRENCH AID WITH GOLD--The setting up of a "gold-based" project in the North 
West District with assistance from the French Government was discussed re- 
cently between officials ©f a visiting French geology team and senior person- 
nel of the Ministry of Economic Planning and “inance and the Ministry of 
Energy andMines. The visit of the two-man French team late last month was as 
a follow-up to talks between President Forbes Burnham and French President 
Francois Mitterrand during the Cancun Summit in October last year. During 
that meeting Cde Burnham and President Mitterrand had discussed possible 

areas of cooperation between France and Guyana, and subsequently a team from 
Guyana, headed by Ambassador Lawrence Mann, visited France and held discus- 
sions with French officials. Reports from the Guyana Geology and Mines Com- 
mission said the French team was favourably impressed with mining activities 
in the Baramita and Matthews Ridge areas. Ina recent years, increasing atten- 
tion has been paid to the role of mineral extraction in Guyana's economic life 
with a view to maximising production, and earning additional foreign exchange. 
[Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 82 p 1] 


RELATIONS WITH TRINIDAD-TOBAGO--Trinidad (NNS)--The stage has been set for the 
development of rapid meaningful relationship between Prime Minister George 
Chamber's Government, and the Government of Guyana with Peoples National Con- 
gress (PNC) Leader Forbes Burnham as President. Informed sources claim that 
there is more than a fifty-fifty chance of Prime Minister Chambers going to 
Guyana for important talks with the Republic's President, rime Minister and 
other Cabinet Members. Experts believe that an efficiently planned programme 
of economic cooperation between his Republic rich in oil and gas, and Guyana 
with its 83,000 square mile mineral-rich potential, can go a far way towards 
improving the economic lot of most of CARICOM's five million people. Guyana's 
President Burnham and his Foreign Affairs Minister Rashleigh Jackson held 
brief but serious discussions last Thursday night here, while on their way 
home from a two-day visit to Antigua-Barbuda. Those who met the Guyana 
President for the vital Airport conference included External Affairs Minister, 
Dr Basil Ince. President Burnham repeated Guyana's commitment to develop the 
Republic's vast resources for the benefit of the Caribbean community. 

[Text] [Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 7 Feb 82 p 16] 


HUNGARIAN AMBASSADOR--Hungary's new nonresident Ambassador to Guyana presented 


his credentials to Vice President Desmond Hoyte yesterday and expressed his 
country's readiness to widen ties with Guyana to the benefit of both countries. 
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His Excellency Dr Janos Domeny, who is based in Venezuela, said Hungary was 
convinced that there were opportunities for further development of exchanges 
and cooperation between Guyana and Hungary. The two states have had diploma- 
tic relations since October 1975. The New Hungarian ambassador assured that 
in this time of international tensions, Hungary maintained he prime goal of 
promoting the strengthening of peace and international security. Accepting 
the credentials of the Hungarian diplomat, Vice President Hoyte described 
Guyana-Hungary relations as having been good from the outset. He said Guyana 
looked forward to the strengthening of relations and to "rapid and positive 
developments in all areas of cooperation." (GNA) [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 12 Feb 82 p 16] 


NICARAGUAN DELEGATION--A delegation which arrived in Guyana on Thursday from 
Nicaragua yesterday met and held discussions with representatives of the Guyana 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Guyanese team was headed by Ambassador to 

the Eastern Caribbean, Rudy Insanally, while Nicaraguan Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Victor Hugo Tinoco, led his delegation. Below from left are 
(in the Guyana Ministry of Foreign Affairs) Rajendra Mongul, Foreign Service 
Officer; Cheryl Miles, Head of the Frontiers Division; Rudolph Tenpow, Foreign. 
Service Officer; Rudy Insanally; Dennis Gouveia, Permanent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Nicaraguan delegation at right Victor Hugo 
Tinoco; Janier Chamarro, Permanent Representative to the United Nations; Saul 
Arana, Alternative Permanent Representative to the OAS; and Julio Ecasa, 
Director of the Division of Americas in the Foreign Ministry. [Photo caption-- 
photo not reproduced] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 13 Feb 82 p 8] 


PPP TORTURE CHARGES--Georgetown, Sun (CANA)--The youth arm of Guyana's main 
Opposition People's Progressive Party (PPP) has charged that members of the 
Police Special Branch detained several of its members two weeks ago, and 
tortured two of them to force them to give false confessions tv last month's 
burning of the Enmore Estate Spares Bond. The Progressive Youth Organisation 
(PYO) also called on Police authorities to investigate the cases and "bring 

the tortures to justice." In a weekend statement, the PYO said "one of the 
arrested was placed naked to kneel on an ants nest, and kept there till he 

was bitten all over, then sprayed with a mixture of gasoline and disinfec- 

tant to create a terrific blazing effect." It added that another member also 
had ants thrown into his cell, a gun cocked and placed at the back of his head, 
and was tied to a post with a belt around his neck. The PYO said it condemned 
"the savage brutality meted out to its members, and denounced the brazen 
attempt by the regime's bully boys to falsely implicate our members in acts 

for which only the regime and its agents can be guilty. Attorney at luw Anthony 
Singh, who obtained the release of Sahadeo Pooran and Bejai Kumar from Police 
custody on January 28, told CANA he took the two to see Minister of Home 
Affairs, Stanley Moore, the next morning. Minister Moore said he saw the young 
men and sent them for a medical examination at Georgetown Hospital. He was 
promised an investigation into the cases. [Text ] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
CUARDIAN in English 8 Feb 82 p 5] 


BURNHAM ON CORRUPTION--The courts of Guyana have been called upon to inflict 
proper penalties for offences involving corruption. The President of the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana has said that if proper punishment is not 


91 








handed down, the Law will be changed to make imprisonment compulsory for 
offenses involving corruption. President Forbes Burnham said this when 
addressing the PNC Regional Conference at Bladen Hall, East Coast Demerara. 
Sunday on the topic "Corruption and Waste." Stressing that corruption had 
to stop, he added, "The courts ought to understand since corruption is a 
concept, that proper penalties ought to be handed down. "And if they don't 
we'll change the law to make imprisonment compulsory." When that happens, he 
said, the criminals would be made to produce. He disclosed that so far 
Guyana had three prisons without bars, plus Mazaruni, and the inmates were 
making an excellent contribution to the agricultural thrust. The President 
declared, "We've got to reduce corruption to the minimum wherever it rears 
its head. It is wasteful and diverts material resources in many cases into 
illicit consumption and illegal transferences of foreign exchange out of the 
country. "It is not merely a question of its being wrong in itself, but it 
is also wrong in terms of the deleterious effect which it can have on the 
economy," President Burnham remarked. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE 
in English 16 Feb 82 p 16] 


POLICE RAID--Georgetown, Wed (CANA)--Guyana police have reported the arrest 

of 52 persons in a swoop on several city blocks, yesterday, in search of arms, 
ammunition, drugs and stolen goods. During the four-hour operation, Special 
Squad members went from house to house, as colleagues provided a protective 
cordon with submachine guns and weapons with fixed bayonets. Crime chief, 
Cecil Roberts, said no arms of ammunition was found, but Police, however, came 
upon quantities of stolen goods. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 
English 18 Feb 82 p 5] 


CSO: 3025/188 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


ACTION URGED TO STOP COMMUNISM IN NICARAGUA 
PA260150 Tegucigalpa Voz De Honduras Network in Spanish 1145 GMT 25 Feb 82 
[Commentary by Moises de Jesus Ulloa Duarte] 


[Text] Certain governments, including a number of Latin American regimes, have 
tried to maintain a policy of rapprochement and cooperation with Nicaragua's 
Sandinist regime in the hope that the revolutionary commanders would change the 
Marxist course of their revolution toward a pluralist and democratic system, 

as they promised before gaining power. 


Despite increasingly clear evidence that the Managua regime is making an increas- 
ingly serious commitment to and intensifying its identification with the Soviet 
Union's hegemonic interests, governments such as those of Herrera Campins in 
Venezuela continued harboring the hope of witnessing some significant change in 
the commanders’ policy once they realized their country's serious economic and 
geopolitical situation. It has even been said that serious discrepancies exist 
among the current Sandinist rulers, that not all of them are Marxists and that not 
everything is lost in Nicaragua. The U.S. Government itself has always been 
willing to listen to the views of the U.S. politicians who periodically visit the 
area with a desire more to make a proselytizing campaign than to help find practi- 
cal solutions and who have been playing along with Managua's Marxist regime. 


All means of peaceful persuasion to make the commanders abandon Marxism and to 
make them form part of the West's democratic world once again have thus been 
exhausted. Everything has been useless and the efforts made in that direction 
have been fruitless. The Nicaraguan Government is Marxist-Leninist and sub- 
servient to Moscew's dictates and interests. 


The reasons for asserting the above without a trace of doubt are more numerous 
each day and can be easily verified. The Sandinist commanders give no evidence 
of seeking a pluralist policy for Nicaragua. Typical communist-government actions 
can be witnessed daily in that country: Property and production means are confis- 
cated; political prisoners number in he thousands; newspapers and radio stations 
are closed down; and something very serious is happening lately that brings to 
mind the well-publicized genocides committed by Josef Stalin. In the days 
following what they fallaciously called their victory, the Sandinists told their 
visitors that they were the world's most generous revolutionaries concerning 
their opponents because there had been no executions after that victory. 


93 














Apparently, that story was swallowed only by Mr Mitterrand and his Foreign 
Minister Cheysson--and of course, by that unpredictable gentleman, Jose Lopez 
Portillo. However, Jose Esteban Gonzalez, president of the Nicaraguan Human 
Rights Commission; and Steadman Fagoth, leader of the Miskito Organization, 
Miskito, Sumu, Rama Sandinist Unity; have told the world that that is a big lié. 
Gonzalez has provided evidence that he has discovered a number of secret common 
graves where the Sandinists buried their victims. Now the world is learning with 
horror about the genocide committed in Nicaragua against the Miskito Indians on 
the Nicaraguan Atlantic coast and on the Honduran border. The two Nicaraguan 
leaders have had to abandon their country because their lives are in danger. The 
Sandinist mobs, which Tomas Borge has cynically called divine, are in charge of 
implementing revolutionary justice. This is merely the expression of savage 
fanaticism to conceal the obscure designs of the Marxist regime that unluckily 
managed to take over Nicaragua by means of a deception that still engulfs certain 
governments. 


It still remains to be seen to what extent those governments can convince them- 
selves about the developments in Nicaragua. The evidence of the human rights 
violations are overwhelming. An action to put a stop to the threat of communist 
expansion in Latin America and its nucleus, Nicaragua, must be adopted at inter- 
national organizations such as the OAS and the United Nations. There is no longer 
any excuse for any government to continue looking the other way in the face of the 
abuses committed against human dignity. Until now, these have been valid only 
when reportedly committed against the members of rebel movements, but they are 
neither human nor violations when perpetrated against those who defend democracy 
and institutionality. 


However, there are some encouraging signs because even the Socialist International 
is now refusing to share in the Sandinists' comradeship. This, by the way, has 
turned out to be a surprise for the rest of the world. It is high time true 
democracy is set in motion and quickly takes action against communism in Nicaragua 
and everywhere else in the world. 


cso: 3010/985 

















COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


RUSH ASSESSES TASKS FACING "PROGRESSIVE FORCES' IN HONDURAS 
Moscow LATINSKAYA AMERIKA in Russian No 12, Dec 81 pp 51-57 


[Interview with General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of Honduras Rigoberto Padilla Rush by a LATINSKAYA AMERIKA correspondent, in _ 
February 1981; place not specified: "The New Stage of the Struggle in Honduras"/ 


/Text/ General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party of Honduras Rigoberto Padilla Rush in an interview with 
our correspondent in February 1981 told about the situation in the 
country and the tasks facing the progressive forces at the present 
stage. 


/Question/ What is characteristic of the domestic political situation of the coun- 
try in the recent period? 


/Answer/ Our country was at the very center of a mighty maelstrom of events which 
have been shaking Central America. We are under the enormous influence of the 
revolution in Nicaragua, the armed struggle in El Salvador and the partisan war in 
Guatemala. 


Honduras is going through a most severe crisis which, as in other Latin American 
countries, in the economic sphere is being accompanied by rampant, uncontrollable 
inflation. The cost of living is increasing from day to day. Moreover, the coun- 
try is annually paying 120-130 million lempira for purchased petroleum. We import 
crude oil from Venezuela, refine it at our refineries, but the prices for petroleum 
products are increased approximately every 3 months. These expenses consume nearly 
a third of the state budget. The level of unemployment is very high: of the eco- 
nomically active population of 750,000-800,000, 100,000-150,000 do not have work. 


In response to the worsening of the economic and social crisis the popular masses 
are rising to the struggle. The peasants are seizing the landed estates. When 
soldiers occupy these estates, the peasants temporarily leave them, but return 
again after the soldiers have left. In other words, some semblance of partisan 
operations of a permanent nature is occurring first in one place, then in another 
for the purpose of forcing the National Agrarian Institute to agree to such a step 
as the expropriation of vacant lands. 


Students and pupils are seizing the buildings of schools and the university. There 
were instances when with the support of some circles of the Catholic Church, which 
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is taking a very active part in the political life of Honduras, the buildings of 
churches were occupied. 


The changes in the position of the church are one of the significant facts attest- 
ing to the radicalization of the public. As is known, the official position of the 
Catholic Church in Honduras, in contrast to a number of other countries of the con- 
tinent, was very cautious. At present the situation is changing. Thus, for ex- 
ample, Monseigneur Santos states that the church should not hold itself aloof from 
social upheavals, should identify itself with the demands of the people and so on. 
This change is occurring owing to the position of those priests who are fighting 
shoulder to shoulder with the peasants and workers and are bearing all the burdens 
of persecutions, of those who were at the source of the Second Conference of the 
Latin American Episcopal Council in Medellin (1968) and signed the agreements in 
Puebla (1979). 


In recent years the progressive priests have undergone rigorous tes¢s (in 1972-1974 
some of them were even killed). Now they have launched a mighty campaign of soli- 
darity and have organized the Committee of Solidarity With the Struggle of the Sal- 
vadoran People, are collecting money and distributing it among Salvarodan refugees, 
more than 30,000 of whom have found refuge on the territory of Honduras. 


The effect of the Nicaraguan revolution (I am not speaking of the influence of the 
Cuban revolution) on the mood and the struggle of the popular masses is enormous. 

In spite of the greater and greater pressure and brutal repressions on the part of 
the most reactionary forces of the army of Honduras, the people are ready to fight, 
using various forms of struggle, which often acquires the nature of armed resistance. 


/Question/ What changes in the economic and social relations in Honduras were made 
by the agrarian reform, on which great hopes were placed after the democratically 
minded military came to power in 1972? 


/Answer/ In answering this question, I would like to cite a very typical example-- 
the fate of the Isletas cooperative enterprise, which is well known throughout 
Central America. Its creation was an unmistakable achievement of the Honduran 
agrarian movement, a kind of peak of the agrarian transformations of the period of 
1972-1975, an example of a new type of cooperation. 


Isletas was an enterprise which was created on 72,000 hectares of land, which the 
government expropriated from the multinational corporation, Standard Fruit Company. 
The latter did not put up resistance, relying on the failure of the measure. The 
Communist Party and all the democratic forces (we especially emphasize this) re- 
solved to prove that Hondurans can themselves manage the land and natural resources 
belonging to them (on the condition, of course, that progressive forms of coopera- 
tion and labor would be found). 


Isletas united 1,200 people. In a few years this cooperative was able not only to 
put the land in order and to recover from the major losses caused by Hurricane Fifi, 
but also to prove to the owners of Standard Fruit that Hondurans are able to grow 
bananas even without the assistance of American specialists. Moreover, on the 
chance that Standard Fruit, which engaged in the sale of the finished product, would 
refuse to accept the bananas of Isletas, cereal crops began to be produced. The 
cooperative was the economic base of the state company Cobana, the largest state 
producer of bananas, and turned into a profitable enterprise. But at the same time 
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middlemen of various sorts, representatives of the senior officers, who demanded 
their share, began to hang around Isletas, and against the will of its members it 
became for some a source of illegal gain. This provoked protests of the share- 
holders. 


The conflict intensified, and in 1976 the lands of the cooperative were occupied by 
soldiers. The members of Isletas along with the shareholders of other cooperatives 
of the region of Bajo Aguan organized a huge strike, demanding that they be granted 
the right of self-management. A wave of protest rolled through all of Latin Amer- 
ica. The democratic government made public all the past abuses, which led to its 
new occupation. As a result of the clash of peasants with soldiers many were 
killed, wounded and arrested. The government intended to keep the cooperative 
under military control, to eliminate self-management and to completely transform 
Isletas into the economic base of the government monopolistic company Cobana. 


Other cooperatives and trade unions also do not feel safe. Many figures are being 
arrested and subjected to inhuman tortures, to which they have not resorted for a 
long time now in Honduras. Lackeys, who are trained by Chilean carabineers and, 
so they say, representatives of Israeli and Argentine organizations and “special- 
ists" of the Guatemalan "Mano Blanca," are engaged in tuis. Honduras is living in 
an atmosphere of violence, and this violence is becoming more and more the norm. 


Recently a document signed by all the leftist parties and the most significant 
organizations of the country was presented to the National Constituent Assembly. 
Alarm with regard to the increase in the country of legalized violence, the exten- 
sion of repressions, the increase of the number of instances of violation of human 
rights and the use of barbarian tortures against the executives of various organi- 
zations is expressed in it. Copies of this document were sent to Geneva, to the 
United Nations, to the Commission on Human Rights of the OAS and so on. 


As an example of the most brutal repressions in Honduras I wish to mention the fate 
of Rolando (Vindel), leader of the national trade unions, who is well known in the 
country. From prison (Vindel) was able to report that specially trained butchers 
had tortured him in a most refined manner. After the use of electricity his 

tongue was literally charred; they beat him brutally while handcuffed, used a so- 
called hood and so forth. Thus, the police of Honduras are resorting to the in- 
human methods which are being used in Chile and in El Salvador by the fascist 
butchers. 


/Question/ What are the place and role of the armed forces in the present politi~ 
cal system of the country? 


[Answer/ Today we can no longer regard the armies of the Latin American countries 
as a simple tool of suppression in the hands of the ruling class. We should ap- 
proach them as kinds of stockholders of the society of the rich, as the co-users 
of the income of the ruling class, for they have themselves already become a part 
of this class. The army in practice has turned into an armed political party 
which, in Honduras for instance, is taking an active part in the elaboration of 
political decisions, "delegating" for this purpose representatives of the senior 
officers. 


At the same time it is impossible to consider the modern army, and we emphasize 
this fact, to be the only repressive institution. In the armed forces of our 
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country there are strata of servicemen who refuse to perform the function of sup- 
pression, hold quite sound views on the events in El Salvador and Nicaragua and 
believe that the army cannot and should not bind itself to any obligations with re- 
spect to the forces which, for example, in 1969 invaded our territory and violated 
our sovereignty. The soldiers and the officers belonging, as a rule, to the inter- 
mediate command personnel, who share such views, hold, in our opinion, a position 
becoming of patriots. We communists insist on the distinction of this category of 
servicemen because we do not consider the army to be a homogeneous organism. 


/Question/ What has changed in the country since the elections of 20 April 1980, 
which put an end to the undisguised government of the military? 


/Answer/ I will begin with the fact that we communists decided at that time not to 
take part in the elections, since we believed that they would not solve any of the 
problems facing the country. Other leftist forces, including the Christian Demo- 
crats, who until recently were included in the Honduran Patriotic Front, also took 
the same stand. The refusal to take part in the elections was also explained by 
the fact that a discriminatory law, which prohibits communists and representatives 
of leftist parties from standing for election, is in effect in the country. But the 
people participated in the voting. The fact that in such a small country as Hon- 
duras, the population of which numbers only 3.4 million, 1 million people (85 per- 
cent of those having the right to vote) came to the ballot boxes, in itself is 
significant. Our stand, as life showed, was mistaken. Now, taking this lesson 
into account, we believe that it is impossible to underestimate the possibilities 
of such a form of struggle as the use of the election rostrum. 


As is known, the voters voted for candidates from the Liberal Party--they gained 
if not an absolute majority, still a majority of the votes. In any case it is 
clear that Hondurans voted against the National Party, which had compromised it- 
self by participating in the unpopular government of the military. A recently 
created party, which is called the Party of Renewal and National Unity, came out 
actively in the elections. Doctor M. (Andone) Fernandez heads it. 


In analyzing the results of the elections, we noted that the people had come out 
against the order existing in the country and for the solution of the difficulties, 
which the military governments had not been able to eliminate, in spite of the fact 
that during the period from 1972 to 1975 they had taken considerable efforts to 
improve the situation in the country. The program of social reforms, which had 
been worked out by them, had met with failure. The voters demanded changes and the 
return of the soldiers to the barracks. 


As a result of the election the National Constituent Assembly was created, in which 
4 relative and unstable majority is in the hands of the party of the liberals. 
President General Paz Garcia, who has absolute executive power, opposes them. The 
National Constituent Assembly is drawing up a draft constitution. Its efforts to 
lend the new constitution if only a small hint of progressiveness are constantly 
being sabotaged by the reactionary groups. It is noteworthy how the liberal depu- 
ties themselves explain their intentions: "We will attempt to anticipate events, 
will create a constitution which is if only to a certain degree progressive, in 
order to forestall the revolution which may begin at any moment in Honduras. If 
we do not do this now, here, just as in El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala, a 
revolutionary outburst will occur, and we will not surpress =.” 

















/Question/ In February 1980 the Plenum of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Honduras adopted a number of important decisions on the means and forms of 
the struggle of the popular masses. Could you dwell in more detail on these prob- 
lems? 


/Answer/ Latin American communists are continuing to seek a solution to all these 
problems. They are returning again and again to such old themes as the means of 
winning power and the forms of struggle. In this respect the Honduran communists 
have taken a step forward. Taking into consideration the traditions of our people 
and the peculiarities of the present class struggle, which is becoming more and 
more fierce, and taking into account the political blindness and the fatal limited- 
ness of the ruling classes, which are rejecting even negligible social changes and 
in a surge of bravery at the sight of the bellicosity of Reagan are theatening with 
reprisals the participants in any demonstration, are forming armed bands for the 
annihilation of communists and democrats and are persecuting even religious figures, 
the Communist Party has appealed to its members and the other democratic forces of 
the country to prepare to wage the struggle in all its forms. This does not mean 
that we support an immediate armed rebellion--that would be political adventurism. 
Our self-criticism in connection with the lessons of the elections is proof that 

we are not making a fetish of a single form of struggle. In former times we were 
not prepared to wage the struggle in all its forms and at times gave the initiative 
to other social forces, including the army. For us, the communists of Honduras, 
this was the most instructive lesson in recent years. 


the center of the maelstrom of revolutionary events in Central America. How do 
Honduran communists perceive the experience and lessons of the Nicaraguan revolu- 
tion and the struggle of the progressive forces of El Salvador? 


/Question/ At the beginning of the interview you emphasized that Honduras is at 


/knswer/ I would like to dwell on this in-more detail, since it is a fundamental 
question for all the communists and other democratic forces of our region. The 
communists of Honduras, just as all the communists of the countries of Central 
America and the Caribbean Basin, have repeatedly stated and repeated this at the 
Second Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba in Havana in December 1980 that the 
defense of the gains of the Nicaraguan revolution and the utmost moral and material 
support of the revolution in El Salvador are our primary duty. 


Just recently a political scandal, which was connected with the discovery on our 
territory of several batches of arms, which were intended, it was surmised, for 
Salvadoran partisans, broke out in our country. The government arrested tens of 
people, among whom were Salvadoran citizens, who were in our country on a mission 
of solidarity. in official statements it was reported that these arms had been 
delivered from Costa Rica and, perhaps, had been transported through Nicaraguan 
territory. Nevertheless the reaction attempted to strain the atmosphere in the 
country and to cast doubt on the actions of General Paz Garcia himself. Thus, for 
example, one Bogran, the commander of a battalion of Cucuyagua (this battalion is 
stationed in the western part of the country), stated directly that the time had 
come to settle accounts with the communists, since these arms had ostensibly come 
from Nicaragua and had been given by Cuba and the Soviet Union. We believe that 
our people have the same rights and reasons to express their solidarity to the 
people of El Salvador as does the Government of Honduras, which has forwarded 

18 trucks of arms to the neighboring country. 














All these facts are directly interconnected with the propaganda, which is being con- 
ducted in the world and is being directed by the Reagan Administration, which is 
striving to present the Soviet Union as "the bulwark of terrorism," as a country 
which with the intercession of Cuba and Nicaragua is ostensibly exporting revolu- 
tion to the Central American countries. 


The Nicaraguan revolution is having, it seems to me, a most diverse influence on the 
situation in our country. For us it remains the most important historical and po- 
litical accomplishment after the Cuban revolution. The coming to power in Nicara- 
gua of the Sandinistan National Liberation Front is the greatest lesson for us all. 
The revolution overthrew Somoza--one of the pillars of imperialist domination in 
Central America--who had interfered in the affairs of other countries of the region. 
The possibility of destroying a powerful repressive machine was shown with all 
clarity. The overthrow of the bloody tyranny of Somoza became a reality owing to 
the merging of all the revolutionary and democratic ferces in a united front, as a 
result of the overcoming of differences and the working out of a common goal. The 
Nicaraguan revolution demonstrated the possibility of overcoming the crisis of 
state and political institutions at the stage of the popular democratic revolution. 


That in literally 1 year the country has been able to stand on its feet and at 
present is exerting all efforts for the restoration of the economy, which the 
Somoza regime had brought to the verge of catastrophe, is another extremely impor- 
tant fact. Today Nicaragua is gaining strength and is already achieving signifi- 
cant economic gains. In the country the problem of supplying the population with 
agricultural products has been solved, Nicaraguans are working tirelessly on the 
restoration of the enterprises which were destroyed as a result of the barbarian 
bombing attacks of Somoza's aircraft. 


The peoples of the countries of Central America have before them a model to imitate. 
This is infuriating the ruling classes, which are sensing the approach of the end 
and therefore are mobilizing Cuban counterrevolutionaries and the undestroyed 
fighters of Somoza, with the assistance of the CIA and the Pentagon are training 
them, arming them and preparing them for new attacks on Nicaragua. And today the 
country is living under the threat of direct intervention. On our part, we have re- 
peatedly stated the danger threatening the Nicaraguan revolution, using for this 
purpose all the means of exposure, which we have available. 


The same danger also threatens the Salvadoran revolutionaries. We know about the 
concentration of the forces of mercenaries in Florida, about the movements of 
American warships and aircraft, and not only in the Caribbean Sea, but also in the 
Pacific Ocean, in the region of the Golfo de Fonseca, where the borders of Honduras, 
El Salvador and Nicaragua meet. Incidents on the border between Honduras and Nicara- 
gua, the goal of which is to stir up war hysteria, to deceive the public of the 
Central American countries, to poison the consciousness of the Honduran people and 
to bring the matter to the point of war--a war which neither our people nor the 
Honduran communists want--occur practically every day. I believe that in this 
situation the exposure of these facts, the active defense of the Nicaraguan revolu- 
tion and effective solidarity with the revolutionaries of El Salvador and Guatemala 
should become the greatest international duty of all communists. 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatel'stvo "Nauka", "Latinskaya Amerika", 1981 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


FUSEP OFFICER ANNOUNCES WEAPONS POLICY 
PAQ11540 Tegucigalpa Cadena Audio Video in Spanish 145 GMT 1 Mar 82 


[Interview with Lt (Carlos Quezada), public relations chief of the Public Security 
Forces; place, date not given--recorded ] 


[Excerpt] [(Quezada)] There is no justification for the alarming rate of people 
holding weapons. We are convinced that the more weapons unknown people have, 
the more crimes will be committed. This does not mean that all the people who 
have weapons are acting illegally or committing crimes; however, there is much 
carelessness in the care of weapons and their safety. 


We are concerned because these same weapons could fall into the hands of undesir- 
able people who could use them for other purposes. 


{i believe that as soon as we implement this policy of general disarmament, portions 
of the country's crime rate will drop. In addition, I believe that by collecting 
weapons at all levels, there will no longer be a fear and a need for others to 
have weapons. Thus, I feel that this policy serves two purposes. 


I am convinced that, although weapon licenses can be issued to people with good 
and honest reputations, there is no legal justification te allow undesirable 
people to hold weapons that they can use to commit crimes. 


[Question] What is the truth about charges of corruption in the police and 
traffic departments? What will the Public Security Forces [FUSEP] do to end this 
wave of corruption? 


[Answer] This has been a constant criticism for a long time. How true is this? 
Well, we would have to thoroughly analyze the problem. Although we don't argue 
that there could be isolated cases of this corruption you mention, it is also 
true that there is more honesty in FUSEP now. Therefore, we want to have the 
people's constant support in order to eradicate this problem that hurts the good 
name and history of honesty and efficiency in FUSEP. 


cso: 3010/985 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


FRENCH AMBASSADOR NOTES UNPRECEDENTED LOAN--Presidency Secretary Carlos Flores 
Facusse received Andre Tronc, French ambassador to Honduras, yesterday. They 
spoke for a few minutes about the rapprochement in their two countries’ relations. 
The diplomat said that they also discussed world problems and the Central American 
situation, an area in which his government is interested in contributing to the 
solution of problems. Tronc said that the French Government wants to bring its 
relations with Honduras closer and that it is willing to give economic support to 
Suazo Cordova's government. He said that for the first time in history, France 
will grant Honduras 43 million lempiras under very favorable conditions. This 
loan could be used in projects like that of the Puerto Cortez electric plant. 

In conclusion, he said that this is not the first and won't be the last French 
loan to Honduras, adding that France hopes to continue its economic aid in order 
to contribute to the country's development. [Text] [PA271953 Tegucigalpa 

LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 26 Feb 82 p 2] 


cso: 3010/985 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


GOVERNMENT'S OFFICIAL POLICY IN MEDIA EXPLAINED IN SENATE 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Feb 82 p 13 


[Text ] FFICIAL POLICY 


of the Govern- 
ment, in its approach 
to the news and com- 
munications media 
under its control, was 
stated by Senator Tom 
Tavares-Finson when 
he spoke in the State 
of the Nation debate 
in the Senate on 
Friday. 
Senator Tavares-Finson 
said the Government had 
“inherited” some $12-mil- 
lion of broadcasting 
equipment and capital 
assets, and another $4- 
million worth of printing 
equipment. and about 
600 trained media 
workers. 
“Although there has been 
some criticism about the 
lack of divestment, we 
feel that these resources 
must be used to develop 
this country socially, eco- 
nomically and cultural- 
ly,” he said. 
To achieve this, there is an 
expansion of the broad- 
casting media in radio 
and teelvision, 
incorporation of a feature 
film industry. improve- 
ment of the Jamaica 
Daily News. and re- 
Organisation of the 


Jamaica Information 
Service. 


NEW STATIONS 


On the expansion of the 
broadcasting media, he 
said radio was the most 
widespread medium in 
Jamaica and the Jamaica 
Broadcasting Corporation 
was therefore improving 
its (transmitters to 
increase coverage 
throughout Jamaica. 

Two rural radio stations 
would be operating 
before the end of the 
year: Radio Central 
donated by US/AID and 
Radio North East. 
donated by UNESCO. 

“These stations have been 
created especially to meet 
the needs of the local 
farming communities,” 


Senator Tavares-Finson. 


said. 

].B.C. Television had been 
re-organised to facilitate 
the introduction of mod- 
ern technology. For 
example, a “dish” had 
been constructed to feed 
programmes off the many 
international satellite sys- 
tems. Work had begun to 
convert from black-and- 
white viewing to the 
N.T.S.C. colour stand- 
ard, which would open 
up “a new and exciting 
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era in television in 
Jamaica,” as well as pro- 
viding an expanded out- 
let for advertising 
revenue. 


PRESS FREEDOM 


Referring to the Jamaica 


Daily ‘News, he said that 
from 1°77 when the for- 
mer Government pur- 
chased shares in that com- 
_. it was havin 

inancial problems, whic 

had increased through 
the years. Added to this. 
there was a drop in 
circulation. 


The present Government 


had put the company in 
the hands of the Divest- 
ment Committee, but no 
financially acceptable 
offer was made. The 
Daily News Board has 
been instructed by the 
Minister of State for 
Information to re-organ- 
ize the operations of the 
newspaper. to make it a 
more attractive 
investment prospect for 
potential buyers. : 


Already. he said, the Daily 


News had received more 
advertising support than 
usual and this trend 
should put it back on its 
feet. 


“While we await the appro- 


priate offer, we will con- 
tinue to demonstrate our 
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belief in freedom of the 
press and our belief that 
Jamaica should be a 
nation with several inde- 
pendent newspapers.” 

Senator Tavares-Finson 
revealed that the J.L.P. 
election manifesto had 
contained two major 


points in the area of the 
media. These were: a) 
freedom of the press, and 
b) depoliticization of the 
public media. 

‘Freedom of the press 
means many things to 
many people. but we 
have interpreted it to 
mean the establishment 
of a free arena for 
debate, for as many sec- 
tions of the society as pos- 
sible, including the 
Government. 

“With regard to the de- 
politicization of the 
media, we have begun to 
do this particularly in the 
broadcasting media, 
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which had been abused 
during the past adminis- 
tration, and especially in 
the months before the 
elections.” 

On the subject of the 
J.1.S.. he said re-organi- 
zation was needed for this 
organ of information in 
the society as it was the 
Government's responsi- 
bility to distribute several 
kinds of information, in 
the most informative and 
appropriate way. 

“A proposal has now gone 
forward regarding the re- 
Organization of the — 
in order to lift perform- 
ance and credibility stand- 
ards and to improve the 
quality of the technical 
equipment,” he said. 
‘The structure of the 
agency will also be 
changed to reflect empha- 
sis in the broadcasting 
media. on such features 
as rural and agricultural 
information.” 














COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA DISCUSSES STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING NATIONAL ECONOMY 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 15 Feb 82 p 2 
[Text ] 


Strategies undertaken by the Government to 
improve the economic position of Jamaica by 
extending its marketing interest, and the reac- 
tions to such stretegies, were outlined to the 


Conducting studies 
“We have to structurally readjust the direction of 
the economy so that the industrial experience gai 
in the first phase set in 1960 can be directed to the 


second phase to be implemented. 


13th International Atlantic Economic Confer- 
ence at the Rose Hall Intercontinental Hotel, 
Montego Bay, by Prime Minister Edward Seaga. 


Addressing the opening session of the confer- 
ence on Friday, Mr. Seaga said Jamaica had to 
extend its interests into the world market as the 
needs of the country included greater ~~ 4 
exchange earning and opportunities for 
employment. 


“We now have to sang eee adjust the direction 
of the economy so that instead of continuing to be 
protected by various devices such as quantitive restric- 
tions and other barriers, it will be mobilized for the 


external market,” he said. 


“And to achieve this, Government is perce 
studies to find that spot in the world market whic 

would suit the country's production capabilities”. 

_ Concentration would be on one product at a 
time, starting with the apparel industry. Studies were 
being done at present to find where the apparel 
industry could best serve. When these studies were 
completed, plans would be made to re-equip the 


industry. 
Cheaper is 
With this done, the quantitative restrictions 
would be removed to allow a wider frame of refer- 
ence for the consumer, the imports of cheaper goods, 
wider choice and at the same time expanding in the 
world market. 








The result would be improved foreign ep 4 
eaming and provision of more employment with ihe 
introduction of each product sector individually, Mr. 
Seaga said. These were mixed reactions to the new 
—_ to extend the world market. 

ile there was a generally favourable response 
from the business community, they felt they were 
being removed from their protective environment and 
exposed to more competion, thus they needed to be 
— that there would be “change without 
chaos.” 


Protective devices 

The home market was very small, and if industrial 
capabilities were restricted to the home market the 
amount of employment created would be limited and 
foreign-exchange earning would be restricted. 

“In the 1960s, we pursued a strategy of an industri- 
al base created against the background of quantitive 
restrictions and other protective devices which would 
allow that base to have an expanded market”, he 


said. “But once industries have had the experience, 
new strategies must be employed.” 

Mr. Seaga said the framework behind these strate: 
gies was the twin concept of a parliamentary demo- 
cratic system and a market system which rewardes pri- 
vate initiative. 

“Because these are parts of an equation of econom- 
ic development not much attention is paid to them 
or, if they are not taken oo. various ideolo- 
wm — are erected around the strategies of stimu- 
ation,” he said. 


Better attempt 

The Prime Minister said this was the first time 
that consumers were witnessing a better attempt to 
control increases in inflation and they now had a 
wider selection from which to choose. 

There had been a change in the economy from 
negative to positive trends during his Government's 
administration, and indications were that the positive 
trends would continue to show improvement until the 
resource base was adequate to deal with the present 
problem. 

_ The conference is being attended by delegates 
som all over the world. It ends tomorrow. 


CSO: 3025/184 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


CHANGES IN MINISTRY OF NATIONAL SECURITY ANNOUNCED 
Dissolution of Home Guard 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Feb 82 p 2 


named. The National Home Guard Movement 


is now being dissolved. But some Home 
Guards, who were all sworn in as Special 
District Constables, will be retained in 
that capacity based on the recommenda- 
tions of Police divisions throughout the 
country. 


This was confirmed yesterday by a spokes- 
manfor the Ministry of National Security to the 
Gleaner. 


A police spokesman said that by March $1, ‘revoca- 
tion of the licences of Home Guards not recommended 

to be kept on, will be carried out. 
The Police Office which administers the Home 


Guard service is awaiting returns from Police divisions 
with their recommendations as to which Home Guards 
they deem fit to carry on, the spokesman said. 


Records 


The records of the men would be most important in 
helping to determine those who would be recommend- 
ed to be kept on, he said. 

. The qobumen could give no indication as to the 
number of Home Guards whose licences would be 
revoked, but the Gleaner understands that the figure 
could be as high as three — quarters of the over 8,000 
men appointed. 

The Gleaner was unable to determine yesterday the 
official reason for dissolving the National Home Guard 
Movement which was established in October 1973. 

Political militia 

The Jamaica Labour + then in opposition, said 
it was being set up as a political militia. The J.L.P. 
a'so charged that the Home Guards were being armed 
by Cuba. 

Criticism of the Home Guard also came from the 
Police Federation through a former chairman, 
Inspector J. D. McBeth, who drew attention to the size 
of the Home Guard Movement. | 

Speaking at a meeting of the Federation, Inspector 
McBeth said that “the tributary” should not be bigger 
than the river. 
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Financial Unit's Demise 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/184 


The Financial Intelligence Unit of the Ministry of 
meceent Sa ay Se a Min- 
ist esman told the ay 

We F.LU. was esabli in 1974 by the P.N.P.- 
Government to tackle “economic crimes” such as cur- 
rency smuggling, Income Tax evasion, imports rack- 
eteering and Customs Duty fraud. 

With the advent of the ].L.P. Government, how- 
ever, The F.1.U has been playing a low-keyed role the 
spokesman said. For instance F.1.U. personnel at the 
island's two international airports were .i not 
to search people at random. 


Not desirable 


The presence of the F.I.U. mnel at the air- 
ports, however had led to feed-back to the Ministry 
that this was not a desirable feature. 

’ The — 8 an denied that this had any- 
thir y to do i decision to disband the F.1.U. 
_ we said that, it Was approaching — time, and 
it was thought appropriate to dissolve the F.1.U. at this 
tim, adding that its role was always under review. 

“We have now decided to terminate it,” he said. 

Police personne! attached to the unit will be re- 
assigned to their positions within the Force and in Gov- 


ernment Ministries. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GOVERNMENT REVERSES ITSELF ON SUGAR PLANTS; TO LEASE, NOT SELL 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Feb 82 p l 


[Text ] 


{\ OVERNMENT HAS DECIDED to lease - and not sell - the publicly- 
owned sugar factories; and, according to reports reaching the 
GLEANER, several local and foreign sources are showing interest in the 


properties. | 
Five factories — Monymusk jn Cla- 
rendon, Bernard Lodge in St. Catherine, 


Duckenfield in St. Thomas, Long Pond 
‘in Trelwany and Gray's-Inn in St.. Mary 


— are to be leased, it is learnt. Frome in 
Westmoreland is not to be divested but 
will be run by the National Sugar 
Company. 

In a paper presented to the World 
Bank which is to form part of its agree- 
ment with the bank for assistance under 
the (IBRD) Structural Adjustments Loan 
Pp me Government had said it 
would close two of the factories, sell five 
and retain one “for the time being.” 

Now it seems, they have resiled fron: 
this decision te 


A GOVERNMENT SOURCE. told 


the Gleaner that several local and for- 
eign interests are conducting their own 
studies with regard to the viability of the 
sugar factories, with a view to acquiring 
leases on them. 


“These studies.” he said, “are sepa- 
rate and apart from the management 
studies being undertaken by the Jamaica 
National Investment Company and by 
‘nternational consultants to determine 
what technical requirements are essential 


for the resuscitation of the sugar. 


industry.” 

The Gleaner understatids that the 
J.N.L.C. is working with representatives 
from two foreign international con 
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sultancy firms. Tate and Lyle is no 
involved in the Consultancy. 


Among the companies to be 
interested ip the factories are 
Bacardi, the big U.S. liquor firm; Gull 

industrial 


aica. : 

THE WORLD BANK PAPER fur- 
ther noted that a significant portion of 
sugar cane production is organised ‘on 2 
co-operative basis on lands leased from 
the Frome Monymusk Land Company. a 
Government-owned company, < 

“This venture has not been success- 
ful,” it continued, “and the present eval- 
uation is that the management and 
supervisory structure necessary for a 
viable and financially profitable oper- 
ation is absent. es 

“It has been decided that the Regis- 


trar of Co-operatives should report on 


the possibilities for the success of the co- 


_ operative venture; that such a report 


should be the basis for, a decision on the 
termination of the existing lease; and 
that lands, i’ freed from lease arrange- 
ments, should be made available by sale 
to, private sector farmers on a freehold 
basis. ‘ 
“The co-operatives would be aban- 
doned and activities cease.” | 

‘Since that paper was drafted, the 
Registrar reported unfavourably, and 
the co-operatives were abolished. 


JAMAICA 








COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


POLICE UNCOVER, RAID 'TERRORIST' HIDEOUT IN PORTLAND AREA 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Feb 82 pp l, 18 


[Text] Two men were shot dead one of them a policeman and two others held in 
a shootout, when the Police, assisted by citizens, searching for cow thieves 
stumbled on what the Police say was a terrorist camp in rugged hills in east- 
ern Portland on Wednesday. 


"Prom what was found at the camp, we believe it was a communist/terrorist hide- 
out where gunmen were being trained," a senior Police officer at the scene 
told the GLEANER yesterday. 


Shot dead were: Harvey Dyer, 28, a police constable attached to the Port An- 
tonio station, on suspension, pending investigations into certain illegal 
activities he allegedly was engaged in, and Angie Williams, also of a Portland 
address. 


The identities of the two men held were withheld by the Police as they are to 
face identification parades. The police spokesman on the scene yesterday from 
High Command in Kingston told the GLEANER "We have heard about these happen- 
ings in Portland, a camp, but we couldn't find the place. We have found it 
now, and what we found there have confirmed reports that it was a communist / 
terrorist camp for the training of gunmen." 


Weapons Found 


The police raid recovered an M-16 rifle, ammunition for .38 calibre and 9 mm 
guns, two walkie talkies, three army uniforms, and a medicine kit among other 
things. | 


A civilian on the Police operation told the GLEANER: 


"Well, its about three years they have been about now. Three cows they steal. 
But this last one on Friday we decide, with Police, to find them. We go into 
the hills. It was rough runnings, at one stage another of us say "it don't 
make sense," but we carry on. 


"Then all of a sudden we hear talking and laughing, we know it is not us be- 
cause we wouldn't make any noise, so we creep up." 
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Policeman Guard 


They climbed up a hill and found a camp with a hill and hut with provisions 
and bed, "but another camp was at another hill nearby. They then crept up to 
this camp which the sounds were coming from. 


"We come up on it. We see a man sitting with an M-16 rifle and when he saw 
us coming he opened fire. We fire back and drop two, and hold one. Two 
others escaped." 


As it turned out, suspended Constable Dyer was the gunman on sentry duty. He 
was the first to die. Williams was the other in the shoot-out. 


After the shoot-out, a Army helicopter yesterday morning hovered over the death 
scene but could not recover the bodies. Because of the rugged terrain, the 
bodies could not be brought down by land. 


At press time last night, another attempt was being made by the helicopter 
to retrieve the bodies as the police had chopped out of the thick bushes an 
area for the helicopter to land. 


A policeman on death watch over the bodies told the GLEANER yesterday: "The 
mountain high. John Crow fly below. When it was night, pure mist even though 
full moon. Whole heap a mosquito." 


Beds and Beef 


A report from a member of the party which reached the camp said: "After the 
shoot-out, we find it was two camps. We burn one. We leave the other one as 
the bodies were there. The one we didn't burn was because it had a bed can 
hold about eight and is that we keep vigil on through the night." 


Members of the raiding party said the camps were well equipped. Both camps 
had sleeping beds made from "trumpet" trees with huts covered by "thatch." 
Food and clothing were there. There was even a pit latrine. 


A cow killed was "jerked" and "corned," parts hung up, some in a barrel and 
other parts in a cave. 


A pail filled with ganja seeds was also seen. Cuban coins and a kitbag with 
writing in Spanish gn it were also found. So was which one of the Security 
men described as "Communist literature." A Poritsnd citizen said that since 
the last General Election the parish had been under a "reign of terrorism." 
A police spokesman added that five murders had been committed plus other 
crimes, in "this normally quiet area." 


A police Information Centre news release on the Portland operation yesterday 
said: "Sequel to the police operations on the John Crow Mountains (where the 
shoot-out occurred) was an earlier raid in the San San area where three men 
were arrested yesterday morning (Wednesday) and a semi-automatic pistol and 
two revolver along with a quantity of ammunition taken. 


"Since the latter part of 1980 the Portland police, assisted by the Corporate 
Area police, have d -ted a number of encampments, mostly in the hilly areas 
of Portland which they believe were being used as training areas for gunmen.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


NEW CONTRACT SETTLES BAUXITE WAGE, BENEFITS DISPUTE 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 14 Feb 82 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Signing of a new wage and fringe benefits contract at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs at about 5 a.m. yesterday ended the protracted wage dispute 
between the five bauxite/alumina companies and the National Workers Union. 


Wage increases of 44 per cent over three years have been gained by the 4,000 
hourly-paid bauxite workers in a new 3-year contract which will cost the com- 
panies $58 million over the life of the contract. Agreement to settle the 
long-drawn out issue came at the end of the sixteenth meeting presided over 
by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Rt Hon Hugh 
Shearer, who begin presiding over the bauxite negotiations early last month. 


Two of the companies, Alcan and Alcoa, will meet with the N.W.U. tomorrow to 
work out arrangements for a work resumption at the companies’ three alumina 
refineries--Alcoa's at Halse Hall, Clarendon, and Alcan's Kirkvine Works in 
Manchester and Ewarton Works in St Catherine, which have been strike-bound 
since January. — 


Retroactive to January ‘81 


The contract is retroactive to February l, 1981, and the companies will have 
to bring in about U.S. $10-million to make the retroactive payments. The 
contract will also mean an additional U.S. $32-million approximately in 
foreign-exchange earnings, as the companies earn their revenue overseas and 
have to bring in money to pay their bills. 


The new wage contract, which will be in effect until January 31, 1984, estab- 
lishes a rate of $8.25 an hour at the top, from $6.60, in the first two years, 
with a bottom rate of $4.17, up from $3.34. 


Top hourly rate in the third year will be $9.50 with the lowest rate being 
$4.81. 


Each worker will now get two pairs of safety boots a year and vacation leave 
has been extended to four weeks after ten years and five weeks after 20 years. 


Savings Plan 


A savings plan is also to be introduced by the companies with each worker con- 
tributing $2.50 and the company $5. This and the vacation leave are effective 
February 1, 1982. 
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Each worker will also have life insurance coverage of $15,000. 


Yesterday morning's settlement ended one of tne toughest and most bitter nego- 
tiations in the history of the bauxite industry, and came at the end of a 
marathon meeting which began at 10 o'clock on Friday morning. 


The negotiations started in late 1980 and were referred to the Industrial 
Disputes Tribunal after several meetings between the companies and the union 
failed to bring about a settlement. 


Several meetings were also held at the level of the I.D.T. without much pro- 
gress being made and the dispute was eventually withdrawn from the Tribunal 
in early January and placed before Mr Shearer while he temporarily took over 
the Ministry of Labour portfolio. 


When Mr Shearer began presiding over the negotiations, the companies’ wage 
offer was $26.40 a week increase; but under the agreement signed yesterday 

the companies will increase each worker's pay by up to $66 a week in the first 
two years and by up to $116 in the third year. 


Mr Tony Irons, Industrial Relations Director in the Ministry of Labour was 
associated with Mr Shearer during the negotiations. 


The companies were represented by their General Managers and Industrial Rela- 
tions Manager with Mr Ed Coyne, Kaiser's General Manager, and Dr Keith Pan- 
ton, Alcan's Industrial Relations Manager, leading the companies’ case. 


Mr Michael Manley, ‘Opposition Leader and Co-ordinating Adviser to the N.W.U.; 
Mr Lascells Perry, Assistant Island Supervisor; Mr Derrick Rochester and 46 
worker-delegates, represented the union. 


Both the union and the companies paid tribute to Mr Shearer for his efforts 
in bringing about the settlement yesterday morning. 


Mr Shearer in turn expressed the wish for good relations to resume between 
the workers and the companies "so that a normal atmosphere will prevail in 


the industry with workers and management carrying out the job of production, 
with efficiency and renewed respect and understanding." 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


DEFENSE FORCE POSTINGS--Two changes are taking place in the senior command of 
the Jamaica Defence Force. Colonel R.K. Barnes, who was until recently advi- 
sor to the Minister of National Security, is to return to Up Park Camp as 
Colonel in charge of operations as of Monday. Colonel A.C. "Bunny" Stern has 
been assigned to the Jamaican High Commission in London as Military Attache. 
These and other postings were recently ratified by the Jamaica Defence Force 
Board on the recommendations of Brigadier Robert Neish, Chief of Staff. Lt 
Colonel Nestor O'Gilvie is now posted to the Second Battalion as Commanding 
Officer, and Major John Barnett is now Staff Officer for Operations and Train- 
ing. Colonel Barnes, the most senior Colonel in the J.D.F. was in December 
1975 posted to the United Kingdom where he was charged with the responsibility 
for supervising security arrangements for the High Commission. He also acted 
as principal liaison officer for the Government on matters connected with the 
security forces. His seniority was not affected by this posting and on his 
return to the island last year hewas assigned to the Ministry of National 
Security. Colonel Stern told the GLEANER these postings were normal in the 
J.D.F. and were in no way political. He is expected to leave the island for 
London next month. The postings are usually for three years or So. [Text ] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Feb 82 p 1] 


FURTHER IMPORTS RELAXATION--A total of 301 items are to be removed from the 
restricted list of imports over a 5-year period, according to Government 's 
time-table for "progressively removing the protection element now enshrined 
within existing restricted list of imports." Currently there are 364 items 
on the list. According to the Government's memorandum to the World Bank, i.e. 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), which is to 
form a part of the loan agreement between the World Bank and the Government 
of Jamaica under the Structural Adjustment Loan Programme, "183 items will be 
released progressively over three years and 118 items over a period of five 
years." The report said that by January 1982, 20 items "that were included 
largely to conserve foreign exchange" would be released. On Friday, 

February 5, the Minister of Industry and Commerce, the Hon. Douglas Vaz 
announced the immediate removal of 64 items from the list of restricted 
imports. Among them were textile, cement, computers, windows and doors. 
[Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 11 Feb 82 p 1] 


MONTEGO AIRFIELD IMPROVEMENT--Some $170,000 has been allocated by Minister of 
Construction, Hon. Bruce Golding, to carry out resurfacing of a section of the 
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runway at Sangster International Airport in Montego Bay. According to a 
Ministry release Wednesday this follows complaints from the Airports’ Author- 
ity, the Airlines Pilots’ Association, Jamaica Tourist Board and Jamaica Hotel 
and Tourist Association about the deplorable state of the runway. The improve- 
ments which are to be carried out by the Construction Ministry will facilitate 
the proper landing of widebodied jets which are expected to arrive in increas- 
ing numbers over the next few months, the release said. The resurfacing work 
is being done by Leonard I. Chang Engineers Limited of Montego Bay. [Text ] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Feb 82 p 18] 


AIR JAMAICA LOSSES--At the end of December last year, Air Jamaica had accum- 
mulated a loss of $78-million and is now operating on a $19-million overdraft. 
The GLEANER understands that the company is facing imminent closure but Public 
Utilities Minister Pearnel Charles told the GLEANER. "I know of no decision 
taken to close the airline at this time." Air Jamaica employs just over 2,000 
persons and has eight aeroplanes. Mr Charles said that since taking office 

as Minister he has had discussions with the Board of Directors and with worker- 
delegates outlining to them the state of the airline inherited by the present 
Government. The last such discussion was on Friday. Discussions were contin- 
uing, he said adding that he told the workers that the future of the airline 
depended on them as well as on management. [Text] [Kingston THE SUNDAY 
GLEANER in English 14 Feb 82 p 1] 


TALKS WITH SWISS ENVOY--Technical cooperation, double taxation, increased 
trade and trade promotion, and vocational training were subjects discussed at 
a meeting between the Rt Hon Hugh Shearer, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, and Dr Roland Wermuth, Swiss Ambassador to Jamaica. 

Dr Wermuth who was accompanied by Mr Peter Bangerter, Honorary Consul for 
Switzerland, was paying his first call on the Minister in his capacity as 
Ambassador. Mr Shearer welcomed Dr Wermuth to Jamaica and said he was par- 
ticularly interested in Switzerland's expressed wish to enter the United 
Nations system, although he noted that the final decision had yet to be made 
by the Swiss people through the holding of a referendum, a release from the 
Ministry said. Dr Sermuth explained that Switzerland had an “open industry 
policy" as it believed that competition was necessary in order to maintain 
Standards. The country had no raw materials but had a stable and skilled 
labour supply. Dr Wermuth, whose Foreign Service career spans the years from 
1959 to the present, has served in the United States of America, Argentina 
and Indonesia. He is now resident in Mexico and serves as his country's 
Ambassador to Mexico, Dominican Republic and Haiti as well as Jamaica. Also 
present at the meeting was Mr Frank Francis, Permanent Secretary in the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 

15 Feb 82 p 12] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


DE LA MADRID CALLS FOR REVISION OF ANTIMONOPOLY PROVISIONS 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 30 Jan 82 p 6 


[From text of Speech by Institutional Revolutionary Party Presidential 
Candidate Miguel de la Madrid; Los Mochis, Sinaloa, 29 Jan 82] 


[Excerpt] The road to an egalitarian society must have as a primary concern 
the lessening of inequality in the kitchens and on the tables of Mexican 
families; it must correct harmful conditions, such as malnutrition among 
millions of Mexican children because if we do not solve the problem of child- 
hood malnutrition, not only will we face short-range problems, but we will 
also inevitably condemn entire generations to the loss of the basic 
development to which human beings should aspire. 


We must remember that the physical and mental constitution of the human being 
is irrevocably determined by the nutrition he receives in his first 5 years 

of life, and that the basic cause of mental and physical debility is childhood 
malnutrition. This is why inequality, which is still generally a part of 
Mexican life, is so objectionable, because it affects the dignity of the human 
being; because it impedes vital development, and because it puts the nation's 
existence in serious danger. 


We cannot hope to become an independent and strong people if we allow Mexicans 
to be undernourished and to propagate millions of human beings without the 
basic requirement--food--for a dignified, proper, and productive life. 


We must recognize that combatting these problems of food supply in order to 
obtain good or apparent results, is not the solution. We must recognize that 
if there are shortages, it is because there is, on the one hand, insufficient 
production, and, on the other, tnefficient production. Prices are the result 
of a series of factors. Of course, available supply and related demand are 
important, but the cost of production is also a determining factor, which puts 
down a floor with realistic prices that helps sustain production; and also 
there are such phenomena as adolescence, excessive layers of middlemen, public 
and private corruption, and primitive marketing conditions, both wholesale 

and retail. 


Thus it is not an easy problem, unfortunately. It is not by the use of simple 
methods that we can attack the problem of food for public consumption. We 














are a large, tense, and complex society, and as a consequence, the strategies 
for solving problems must start with their recognition, their size, depth, 
and complexity. 


We cannot find specific causes for the phenomena that we face. It would be 
nice if the problem were that simple because we could overcome it with 
concentrated and basic actions, but it is not so. 


We must recognize that the phenomenon of insufficiency of goods for public 
consumption is influenced by the dizzy rate of population growth in Mexico. 
When you examine the way food production has increased in Mexican agriculture, 
we see that at the same time there are demographic figures that have at 
certain periods outdistanced production, which has been great in quantitative 
terms, but which has not been sufficient to handle the famous "demographic 
explosion." 


I think we have also failed to help food and basic product producers to raise 
their efficiency and productivity. There are structural phenomena, above all 
in agriculture, that are the basic cause of those failures and, in consequence, 
of high prices, but there is no doubt that there are many other elements in 
what is properly called the supply phenomenon, which is really a distribution 
problem. 


We have also paid attention to encouraging modernization of the distribution 
process in our development programs. Perhaps we have put too much stress on 
production, believing that with production taken care of, distribution would 
automatically follow, and that by leaving the problem to spontaneous market 
forces, the supply problem would solve itself; or perhaps we thought 
ingenuously that the market did not need government intervention because it is 
a simple phenomenon of the middleman, which incidentally does not enjoy the 
moral justification naturally accorded in the production of goods and 
services. 


I think that we have to recognize that realistically the distribution stage is 
at least equally important as the original or direct production process, and 
that a system with inadequate, obsolete, and primitive distribution can, 

among other things, spoil the best efforts of the production side. 


We have problems with the infrastructure of the economy and the marketing 
system that affect supply. We have enormous concentrations of population in 
a few urban centers and, at the same time, greatly dispersed settlements of 
people nationwide. Over 100,000 settlements throughout the country cannot be 
the basis for a modern and efficient economic and distribution system. 


We do not have a national food supply system. We are just now planning the 
outline of a system with the first project of importance in the Central 

Market of the Federal District; we observed it a few days ago in Mexico City. 
But a national supply system is not built by simply constructing new buildings 
to house old and faulty systems and practices. A national supply system is not 
an architectural scheme. It has to be a constitutional project, with new, 
legally constituted regulations for commercial operations, as has been pointed 
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out here; the mercantile code must be fundamentally revised; property laws 
and credit operations must be revised; a legal framework for the commodity 
and exchange markets must be established; we mst know how to intelligently 
use the mechanisms of an effective market, a practical market, not a market 
characterized by monopoly, oligopoly, and disloyal competition, but a market 
that will allow us to see the reality of supply and demand, guide economic 
forces, and also guide the consumer. } 


We need to improve the physical and institutional infrastructure of the 
distribution system; we need to improve the information systems because it is 
ignorance that helps foster marketing monopolies, price discrimination, and 
exploitation among producers, consumers, and retailers. 


We need a responsive, accessible, efficient credit system, especially for the 
small and medium businessman. We need to trust businessmen and make sure they 
are truly competitive, enterprising, and have a social conscience so that 

they will themselves detect excesses and shortages in different areas and 
disloyal business practices. 


We need to organize future markets that will coordinate coming shortages or 
surpluses in advance. 


We need to rationalize the combination of small, medium, and large businesses 
since each one has its comparative advantages with regard to the availability 
and mobility of goods, as well as assist the job market with related programs. 


In a word, we need to determine rationally, through frank and honest dialogue, 
what is the optimum degree of middleman participation in business and to 
realize that there is not just one degree applicable but that it varies, 
depending upon product and place. 


We need to increase specialized storage and cold storage that will permit more 
organized and even access to the markets by producers. 


We need new regulations for the phenomenon of economic centralization. The 
old Article 28 of the Constitution is now inadequate to handle the regulation 
of trade. The present organic law of Article 28 of the Constitution on 
monopolies was a law that, in its time, was a mere strategic imitation of 
antimonopolistic legislation in industrial countries and therefore has been 
and will be inapplicable to our modern economy. 


We also need to revise the statute governing the powers of the executive 
hranch in the economic field because I believe the right of the government to 
intervene in the economy is not a subject of discussion any longer; what we 
should discuss seriously is how it should intervene effectively to achieve 

the results demanded by society. Reckless, excessive intervention at any cost 
is economic ingenuousness, as shown by discussions still held in countries 
with centralized planning, where they are retracing their steps and trying 

to use market mechanisms to provide greater competitiveness and efficiency 

to production. 











We also need to tackle the problem of consumption habits of Mexicans with 
frankness, realism, and honesty; but, as has been said here, these are customs 
that were formed centuries ago. We modern Mexicans eat today, in part, as 

our indigenous brothers did, and of course we have to continue to eat prickly 
pear leaves for a long time, but we also have customs inherited from our 
Spanish roots. These are not necessarily better, but we must recognize that 
changing consumption habits of Mexicans cannot be done in a few years, and we 
will have to see, in reality, to what extent it is wise to encourage changes 
in these habits. But let us be on guard against the obvious distortions that 
irresponsible commercial advertising is causing. 


I think there are many other reasons to tackle this problem responsibly and 
in depth. It would be irresponsible on our part to try to pontificate in 
these brief remarks or offer recipes as dogma. We need to study this problem 
seriously; we need to listen to more people; we need to take advantage of the 
best experts in the country; we also need to generate an attitude of 
responsible solidarity among all sectors of society, because we are not going 
to solve the country's problems through mutual recrimination or social strife. 
There is no other way except active, responsible solidarity by all Mexicans 
for the benefit of all Mexicans. 


We cannot accept either of the two extremes that are presented in a simplistic 
way: the kind that solves problems through an economic liberalism that only 
appears in textbooks and laboratories and never in reality; we cannot leave 
the solution of these complex problems tothe mere market forces because the 
market sometimes leads to the loss of economic liberty through monopolies, 
oligopolies, and disloyal competition. And we must recognize that there are 
strong monopolistic trends and structures that seriously affect the food 


supply. 


We will not abandon, therefore, the responsibility of the government to 
regulate economic concentration and combat monopolies and oligopolies which 
prey upon the most basic necessities of the Mexican people. 


We are going to retain government controls. We are going to retain price 
controls, but in an intelligent way so that they will operate in and take 
advantage of the market economy, so that they will minimize the imperfections 
of our market economy, and so that they will protect the majority of the 
people. 


But let us not extend price controls to timid mechanisms or mechanisms that 
do not face reality and whose end result is to inhibit production, inhibit 
activities, or distort consumption in Mexican society. 


Government intervention must be effective and not intervention for its own 
sake, to which the bureaucracies in all parts of the world are so prone. Let 
us avoid bureaucratic actions; let us encourage realism and demand courage 
and honestoy of the authorities in charge of business controls. 


9015 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


JOINT STEEL PLANT PROJECT WITH JAPANESE 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 30 Jan 82, p 31-A 


[Text] Three hundred and thirty-five hectares of land in the industrial 
port of Lazaro Cardenas were transferred yesterday to the Mexican-Japanese 
firm NKS for the construction of what will be the largest steel plant in the 
country, with a joint investment of 12.5 billion pesos over the next two 
years. 


Oscar Reyes Retana, director of the National Port Development Fund (FONDEPORT) 
handed over the land to Pablo Padilla Ramirez, director of the NKS, the 
semi-official firm that will produce the largest types of forged and cast 
steel products, as well as manufacture heavy steel plate, equipment, and 
machinery with the use of Japanese technology, one of the most advanced in 
the world. 


The plant will be ina position to supply industrial sectors such as, naval 
construction, electrical energy equipment manufacturers, steamrollers, and 
equipment for the steel, petroleum, and chemical industries. 


During the transfer ceremony, steel experts stated that this plant will help 
accelerate the manufacture of heavy equipment and machinery in this country, 
putting it on the road to independence in capital goods. 


The quasi-governmental company is provided for, it was said, in the National 
Industrial Development Plan, as part of the heavy plant infrastructure 
necessary for the production of capital goods. Nacional Financiera and 
Sidermex are providing 6/7 percent of the capital and a broad group of Japanese 
firms, headed by Kobe Steel and the Government of Japan the remaining 33 
percent. 


During the land transfer ceremony the steel experts explained that a 30-ton 
capacity electric arc blast furnace will first be installed in the mill, and 
later a second one of 35 tons capacity will be installed. This plant will use 
pig iron produced by SICARTSA and will have the most advanced techniques for 
the production of very high quality steel of various types. “ 
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The forge will have two presses of 4,000 tons each and another of 3,500 tons. 
The foundry is designed to produce up to 20,000 tons of cast steel products 
a year. It will have systems for pit casting and floor casting in tubs. 


The Mexican-Japanese company will begin operating the first half of 1984 and 


provide jobs for 1,750 workers and highly skilled experts, in compliance with 
the employment program of the Overall Development Plan. 


9015 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


FIFTY POWERFUL SINALOA FAMILIES DENOUNCED 
Mexico City EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 30 Jan 82, pp 1-A, 10-A 
[Article by Bertha Becerra] 


[Excerpt] Fifty families control the economy in the State of Sinaloa. Among 
them aire the Clouthier, Kountrolares, Casals, Demerutis, Robinson Bours, 
Tamayo Muller, Wilson, and Ortegon Cervera families, who live in opulence, 
thanks to the exploitation of close to 350,000 farm workers. This charge was 
brought yesterday by Josafat Lopez in the name of the National Union of 
Agricultural Workers [UNTA]. In addition, he said that: 


Sinaloa is one of the principal agricultural centers in Mexico. It has an 
agricultural infrastructure on a part with that of an advanced capitalist 
economy, to the extent that it competes with regions such as Southern 
California and Florida, especially in the production of vegetables. 


The state has 750,000 hectares of irrigated land; however, the Sinaloa economy 
is at the service of the transnational companies. 


All components of the state's infrastructure, which have been built by the 
efforts of the people, should serve the needs of the nation and the people, 
not to enrich the 50 families that control the state's economy. 


The National Union of Agricultural Workers denounced, among others, the Ritz, 
Wilson, and Ascension Lopez families, who live in opulence thanks to the 
exploitation of 350,000 farm workers, "whose workers’ rights are trampled on 
because they do not respect the minimum wage laws, profit sharing, housing 
rights, medical attention, vacations, and other guarantees provided by law." 


They also charged Governor Antonio Toledo Corro with being linked to "American 
imperialism." In addition to being a John Deere representative, he is the 
owner of Las Cabras, a 5,000-hectare farm in the township of Escuinapa, and 

he has recently become a foreign investor. 


The UNTA said that Toledo Corro has invested 2 billion pesos of his own money 
in a bagasse processing plant in Puerto Rico. 

9015 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


MORELIA UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURE--Cuernavaca, Morelia--(OEM)-—-Seventy-six 
thousand, seven hundred and three jobs must be created this year in Morelia, 
since 54,320 workers have been found to be unemployed, Gabriel Hernandez 
Rivera, coordinator of the state employment program, stated; he revealed that 
30,472 workers did not receive any income in 1980. In speaking of employment 
requirements in 1982, Hernandez Rivera stated that 18,840 jobs must be 
created in the primary sector (agriculture, forestry, lumber, and animal 
husbandry), 26,640 in industry, and 6,702 in tourism. [Text] [Mexico City 
EL SOL DE MEXICO in Spanish 30 Jan 82 p F-1] 9015 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


SOCIAL CHRISTIANS LAUD COPPAL, LOPEZ PORTILLO 
PA271605 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0300 GMT 27 Feb 82 


[Text] The FSLN's proposals at the Permanent Conference of Latin American Political 
Parties, COPPAL, along with President Lopez Portillo's proposal, represent a firm 
hope for peace and thus for the country's progress, according to a document 

released today by the People's Social Christian Party. 


The FSLN proposals are pertinent and realistically face the major source of danger 
for peace in Nicaragua: The U.S. threats of direct military intervention and the 
Honduran Government's tolerance of the ex-Somozist bands that operate along its 
southern border, the communique notes. 


The document adds: The government has reiterated its interest in a pluralistic 
international policy as well, displaying the responsible and realistic stance of 
statesmanship. Within this framework, it has expressed its commitment to the 
establishment and maintenance of relations with any country, regardless of its 
system of government or ideology, as long as these relations are based on mutual 
respect. 


The specific measures proposed by the government are practical and applicable and 
show the national reconstruction government's willingness to commit itself to the 
achievement of peace in Central America. Mexican President Lopez Portillo's 
proposals also express hope and realism. 


The party's document also stresses that, unfortunately, these proposals are in 
contrast with the U.S. Government's negative reaction. The latter seems intent, 
regardless of any consideration, on intervening directly in Nicaragua. 


Laymen, the clergy and the high-ranking church hierarchy, particularly within the 
Catholic Church, must reflect on the best way to contribute to the national 
reconstruction process and on the attitude befitting Christians in their role 

as builders of peace, the document also says. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


HUMBERTO ORTEGA ADDRESSES PEOPLE'S MILITIA 


PA260450 Managua Sistema Sandinista Television Network in Spanish 0300 GMT 
25 Feb 82 


[Speech by Nicaraguan Defense Minister Humberto Ortega Saavedra at commemoration 
of militia day at Militia House in Managua on 24 February--recorded ] 


[Excerpts] The Sandinist People's Militias [MPS] are the essential and vital 
support that can defend this revolutionary process and the fatherland's sovereignty 
and overcome all the maneuvers and campaigns that the enemies of the revolution 
inside and outside the country are carrying out. 


Although we are celebrating militia day today, the militias began the moment 

that our pecole began to defend their sovereignty and to defend Nicaragua from 

its foreign aggressors, from the Yankee expansionist intervention which our country, 
our fatherland and other peoples of the region have been suffering since the past 
century. 


Now after the victory, in these years of work and organization, of constant 
struggle against Yankee imperialism which is harassing, attacking and threatening 
us and which wants to strangle us, we have seen how all the Nicaraguan people have 
been gaining an increasing awareness of the role of the MPS. They are getting 
better organized and achieving better discipline and they understand the tasks 
that the Sandinist People's Army [EPS] gives to the MPS. The army is the organi- 
zation that guides, supports, directs, controls and helps the militias. For the 
army, the militias are its central support. For the militias, the army is their 
vital point for organizing the national defense. 


We are very happy with the advances that we have achieved so far in each phase 

of revolutionary power during these past years, particularly in recent months. 

As imperialism has been threatening and attacking us more, as we see more clearly 
the interventionist maneuvers that the region's reactionaries (?want to apply 
against Nicaragua), we have seen a stronger development of the MPS, particularly 
beginning with last year's patriotic [word indistinct] drives. We want to issue 
a call to our people, the already organized militias and the citizens yet to be 
organized to tell them that this development must be strengthened, particularly 
at this time. 
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You have learned of U.S. President Reagan's latest statement in which the Reagan 
administration once again reiterates its aggressive and adventurous policy of 
confrontation with the Nicaraguan people and the Sandinist people's revolution. 
We are closely watching the movements that the militarymen of the area are under- 
taking with militarymen of the southern cone and also of the Central American 
region. There are hasty movements, continuous meetings, permanent military move- 
ments regarding the Salvadoran situation, particularly as regards the elections 
that will supposedly be held soon in El Salvador and that are promoted by U.S. 
imperialism to deceive the people of the world and to justify its policy of 
supporting the genocidal Salvadoran regime. We are sure that those elections are 
already a failure. We are sure that the Salvadorans don't approve and will not 
approve of those elections. Nevertheless, we see that the most reactionary 
military elements of the area are mobilizing around these so-called elections and 
we see how in practice a military interventionist maneuver is (2?emerging) for 
Central America, beginning with El Salvador. 


We cannot sleep peacefully without duly preparing the national defense at this 

time. The MPS play an essential role in the preparation of the defense of the 

fatherland, sovereignty and of all the national territory. That is why we are 

issuing a call for the militias to further strengthen their organization in the 
next few days and weeks. 


All militiamen and all the people through them have to be alert regarding the tasks 
that our EPS gives them and the guidelines that the Defense Ministry will be 

giving them to better organize the people in the defense of the fatherland in the 
case an adventure in El Salvador turns into an intervention against Nicaragua. 

In other words, we do not rule out that there might be a serious situation of great 
tension which might lead to a military intervention, to a surprise operation by 

our enemies with bombings of cities, of attacks on our borders and of landings. 

We don't rule out these military activities in the present circumstances. There- 
fore, our people have the duty to be prepared to the utmost in the defense tasks 
but without undergoing false alarms, alarmism, disorder and panic so that our 
people will not be frightened. We are not creating panic here. We are being 
serious and responsible in the sense of warning that there is danger of aggression. 
The best way to avoid a higher social cost of lives and destruction in the face 

of foreign aggression is to be duly organized. Our people have the militias to 
immediately organize, to receive instructions on what they must do during bombings, 
what they must do to support the army's tasks. 


Today we reiterate the appeal to continue promoting the development that the 
militias have shown. This is particularly necessary at this time when our father- 
land continues to be threatened and harassed and all the reactionary sectors 
inside and outside, including the false [word indistinct] leaders, have conspired 
in the aggressions against our country. Therefore, in this tense climate that 
imperialism is promoting in the region, the utmost strengthening of all the tasks 
that the MPS must carry out for the national defense is today more necessary than 
ever. In general terms we are satisfied but we think that we should further 
strengthen what we have achieved so far. 


Besides strengthening what we already have as far as the individual training of a 
soldier--most of you are militiamen who have passed through some short courses 














that will be continued and strengthened--the logistics support, work and rearguard 
support work that the people carry out for the army are essential. 


Today we essentially want to reiterate the appeal for you to have combative, moral 
and political determination and revolutionary conviction to defend our people and 
our revolution. There must be revolutionary conviction in order to face Mr Reagan's 
or any foreigner's threats, there must be the conviction that we are not going to 
go down on our knees, that we are not going to have a shameful and humiliating 
peace and instead that we are going to fight for a peace with dignity; that we 

are going to strenghen that conviction of defending the fatherland and sovereignty, 
of defending our dead because thanks to them we fave our revolution. The 
strengthening of those moral and political convictions of national dignity is most 
important for our people at this time. In this way, the people will be able to 
carry out all the tasks and instructions which the national militia section, 
headed by Companero Captain (Guardia), will be making known through the revolu- 
tionary news media as well as the channels that we already have for the militias. 


cso: 3010/983 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COMMENTARY WARNS OF IMPERIALIST PLANS 
PA260320 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1800 GMT 25 Feb 82 
[Station commentary ] 


[Text] Aggressive actions speak for themselves. The events that take place 
daily confirm without a doubt, that imperialist intervention, if not inevitable, 
is a true possibility that we should face not on our knees, but with our arms. 


The international news media continuously reports about imperialist preparations 
for falling on us as a hungry tiger on a deer. Just when the imperialists say 
that we are arming ourselves and exporting materiel to the Salvadoran guerrillas, 
it has been charged that several C-130 Hercules planes landed at midnight on 

°0 and 21 February at Tegucigalpa's Toncontin Airport. 


A large number of men and war materiel came out of those planes. This implies 
that this is a new phase of a preparation for intervention in El Salvador or 
Nicaragua. We must in the same light see the presence of a U.S. spy ship, the 
(Caron)--a destroyer that replaced another warship that had the same mission of 
intercepting radio communications of the Sandinist People's Army [EPS] and commu- 
nications between the Salvadoran patriots--in the Gulf of Fonseca. 


Salvadoran armed forces Chief of Staff Col Rafael Flores Lima has gone to 
Argentina for logistic coordination. The ever-threatening Thomas Enders also 
arrived in Buenos Aires for similar reasons. Enders is a U.S. under secretary 
of state. 


As to the question about Argentine intervention in Central American affairs: 
The chief of staff of the Argentine Army said that he will give military assistance 
to the Salvadoran regime when it is feasible. 


Steadman Fagoth has been received in the United States like a hero and U.S. 
authorities could not have cared less that this former agent of Somoza's deadly 
security organization has committed many crimes against the Miskito population. 


But this is not enough. On 24 February, 4 few days after diplomatic protocol 

was broken as our ambassador was presenting his credentials, the U.S. president 
has launched threats against Nicaragua, Cuba and Grenada; against peace in Central 
America and the Caribbean; and against a negotiated solution of differences in 
the region. 
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The U.S. president's answer to the olive branch offered by the revolution and 
President Jose Lopez Portillo has been blackmail and the invocation of the Rio 
treaty to crush what he calls the totalitarian threat. 


These facts, the daily news reports, misguiding campaigns and the mobilization 
of NATO for maneuvers in the Caribbean are the cold facts we must consider to 
correctly appreciate the strangulation policy against our country. 


This is why the statements made by Defense Minister Commander of the Revolution 
Humberto Ortega are justified. He said: We cannot now discard the possibility 
of a serious and very tense situation arising, a surprise operation, the bombing 
of our cities, attacks on the borders and landings. We must be ready, he added, 
to defend the fatherland in case there is an adventure in El Salvador that could 
culminate with an attack on Nicaragua. 


Without giving false alarms, with more organization and spiritual awareness in 
order to give the aggressor a proper answer. 


If we want peace, we must be ready to defend it. 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


BRANDT'S REPRESENTATIVE MEETS FSIN--Reiulf Steen, vice president of the Socialist 
International and president of the Norwegian Socialist Party, arrived at Augsuto 
Cesar Sandino International Airport yesterday. The Norwegian leader came here 

to personally represent Socialist International President Willy Brandt and meet 
with members of the FSLN National Directorate in order to find a feasible solution 
to the problems of the Central American region, particularly those of El Salvador. 
Upon his arrival, Steen reaffirmed his total support for our Sandinist revolution. 
He said that it is very important to the Europeans that they have supported this 
process from the beginning. He added that the Socialist International is planning 
to hold talks with the U.S. Government to seek a viable solution to the Central 
American problem. Asked about the position of the Mexican Government, he said that 
he feels it is very important because Mexico is meant to play an important role 
in the Central American process, adding that this is obviously interesting because 
the United States must understand the movements which are leading to a social 
change in Latin America. [Text] [PA261412 Managua Radio Sandino Network in 
Spanish 1200 GMT 25 Feb 82] 


OAS AMBASSADOR ON NEW POST--My task as ambassador to the OAS will be to carry the 
true image of the Nicaraguan revolution beyond the continent's shores, Father 
Edgar Parrales has said. My work as ambassador to the OAS will be the same as l1 
have done, always within the framework of an option for the poor, Father Parrales 
answered when asked about his new post. According to Parrales, the post entials 
both political and diplomatic work and he hopes to reflect the revolution's true 
image beyond the continent's shores. Commenting on imperialist threats, he said 
that the very fact that Reagan recently addressed the OAS to discuss offers for the 
basin countries puts conditions on aid and is humiliating. One could even describe 
his offer as wretchedly small if compared to U.S. imperialism's exploitation 

of the natural resources of the area's countries. The offer is also aggressive, 
because it tries to sell the idea that a society based on capitalism is better 
than one based on socialist humanism. [Excerpt] [PA271601 Managua Radio Sandino 
in Spanish 0300 GMT 27 Feb 82] 


CUBAN MEDICAL BRIGADES--The Health Ministry issued a report with full details on 
the work that the Cuban medical brigades are doing on behalf of our people. The 
Cuban medical mission in our country is composed of 15 brigades that are working 
in all the country’s departments. The Cuban medical mission has 171 doctors, 
68 nurses and 43 medical aides. The report says that in 1981 the Cuban brigades 
gave medical attention to 926,000 persons and performed over 11,000 surgical 
operations in 22 hospitals, 28 health centers, 7 health clinics and 2 recovery 
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centers. Between July 1979 and December 1981, the Cuban internationalist doctors 
have aided over 2 million people, which represents 816 of every 1,000 inhabitants. 
[Text] [PA272310 Managua Radio Sandino Network in Spanish 1200 GMT 27 Feb 82] 


CONTEMPT OF COURT CHARGE--Completely disregarding subpoenas, Soviet citizen 
Vladimir Shetyetsov failed to appear in court this morning for conciliation 
proceedings prior to the hearing for the damages suit filed against him by the 
publishing house La Prensa, S.A. Shetyetsov has been subpoenaed on three occa- 
sions but has failed to appear in court in open contempt of Nicaragua's laws. 

He is the local representative of the Soviet Transnational Agency, TASS, which 
circulated in January a slanderous and dangerous report throughout the world 
depicting the executives of LA PRENSA's publishing house as being involved in a 
vast terrorist plan in Nicaragua. Private Prosecutor Salomon Calvo Arrieta asked 
for a certification of Shetyetsov's failure to appear in court for today's 
proceedings. He said that the trial must go on and that Shetyetsov will have to 
appear now as a criminal to testify under charges. The third judge of the district 
where the suit is being prosecuted promised to send a note to the immigration 
offices asking that Shetyetsov not be allowed to leave the country wntil his 
juridical status is settled. [Text] [PA011750 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 

22 Feb 82 p 1] 


LAND TITLES TO PEASANTS--Managua, 28 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--The sandinist government 

this weekend distributed more land titles to peasants organized in cooperatives 
and ordered the intervention of 20,000 manzanas of land (16,800 hectares). The 
distribution of agrarian reform titles was held at the ruins of the San Albino 
mineral mines, northern Nicaragua, where Gen Augusto Cesar Sandino signed his 
first anti-imperialist manifesto in March 1926. Some 7,000 manzanas of land 
(5,800 hectares) were distributed among 400 peasant families organized into 
agricultural cooperatives. It was also announced that 16,800 hectares of land 
were either abandoned by owners or being inefficiently exploited and therefore 
declared subject to the agrarian reform law and intervened by the government. 

The ceremony for the distribution of land titles was attended by Nicaraguan 
Interior Minister Tomas Borge, Agricultural Development Minister Jaime Wheelock 
and Guillermo Garcia, vice president of the Cuban Council of Ministers. The latter 
was a peasant who joined Fidel Castro's guerrillas and is today a cabinet minister. 
[Text] [PA282248 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1741 GMT 28 Feb 82] 


TWO NEWSCASTS SUSPENDED--Managua, 25 Feb (ACAN-EFE)--The Nicaraguan Media 
Directorate has ordered the suspension of two newscasts broadcast by privately- 
owned radio stations in Managua. One newscast was suspended for 24 hours and the 
other indefinitely. They have been accused of violating the provisional press 
law of the country. The "News and Commentaries" newscast broadcast by Radio 
Catolica was suspended indefinitely after broadcasting information in which, 
according to the Media Directorate, Fernando Chamorro Rappaccioli was mentioned 
"as a hero."" The Media Directorate, an agency of the Interior Ministry said 

that Chamorro Rappaccioli, who was recently attacked in Costa Rica, "is a counter- 
revolutionary fugitive from Nicaraguan justice." The "Six O'Clock Sharp" newscast 
broadcast by Radio Corporacion was also suspended for handling the Chamorro 
Rappaccioli information in the same manner. [Text] [PA270042 Panama City ACAN 
in Spanish 2354 GMT 25 Feb 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST LUCIA 
ILLEGAL PASSPORT ISSUE: POSSIBLE LINK TO MERCENARY USE 
Pilgrim Announcement 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Feb 82 p 3 
[Text] CASTRIES, St:’ Tucia — St. *- mercenaries overseas for activity in 
Lucia, now on the verge of new . the island. 
general election: following a long . 
political crisis, was faced with a - An from 
startling new development over the : Pilgrim’s office said that 
alleged illegal issuance of St. = a a a 
gsc Py 4 By a 
_. fnterim prime mir’ ‘ster Michael -; fave ‘serious implications for the 
Pil, rim, ‘who was sworn in three - security of the state. - 
weeks- ago -“following the . 
resignation under | pressure - Newly-chosen leader of the SL P 
of the St. Lucia Labour Pasty Peter Josie, who was a munister in 
(SLP) of prime the Cenac government, also issued 
Sn eminent ++ a statement on behalf of his party. 
to nation last night on - 
pment. Josie said he had written to the 
ATR : Director of Public Prosecutions 
Wedl-placed sources here have (DPP) asking him to investigate 
indicated that the issue goes the passport issue and to determine 
beyond the mere illegal issuing of whether there was a case {to 
. They claim that it — J answer. 
cover for the recruitment OF . (CAN 
Josie Allegations 
Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 14 Feb 82 p 32 
[Text] THE leader of the.St. Lucia Labour Party — femupen, 1. San 
[SLP], Peter Josie, has given the island's. . ‘ahthe san ig ms 


election a hot start, alleging links between a 


Josie had said ina statement last 








St. Lucian passport 
attempt to topple 
government in Dominica 


scandal and last year’s 
the Eugenia Charles 


Launching off the SLP’s election campaign Friday 
night in the northern village of Gros-Islet, ten miles from 
Castties , Josie said that the early discovery of the plot 


by authorities in the United 
Lucia. ess 


- ‘I know, and I know that : 
(interim Pmnme Minister 
Michael Pilgrim knows that 


States had also saved St. ; 


- there’ _is.”.a connection. 


between the passports and 


the guns,’’ Josie told the - 


meeting that . was’ in- 


Thursday, that in the racket, 
passports stolen here and seni 
overseas to be sold to aliens were 
maid for with guns. Pilgrim has 
aid that one of the persons in- 
volved in the racket, Dr. Wolfgang 
Kurt-Basch, was a London- 
based international criminal who 
dealt in guns and Bibles. 

Josie told the meeting: 

“There is a cynicism in this 
country. There is at least one 
potitician _who wants people, 
especially the young, to make him 
sit in the prime minister's chair in 
the way that Maurice Bishop (in 








Grenada) removed (Eric) Gairy. 
And that man will use any means 
at his disposal to get there. 

“There is in this country a cache 
of ammunition which I suspect the 
police know about. . . a quantity 
of dynamite and TNT and the 
‘training of young people to figh- 
the police.”’ 

The SLP leader claimed that a 
former senior police officer who 
has been implicated in the scandal, 
had been nominated by, a minister 
when the party got into power in. 
1979 ‘“*to be promoted about 
three rungs ahead of the position 
he was holding at the time’. 

- He said he believed the ~ex- 
policeman would be used as “‘a. 
scapegoat in what was going on,”” 
and added: ‘“‘The money earned 
from the sale of the passports was 
to pay for the arms that was going 
to be procured or obtained in the 
United’States, an¢ the connection 


was with Dominica and (Michael) - 


Perdue.’’ . 
Josie claimed that Perdue, an 

American, had been working with 

former Dominica prime minister 


Patrick John, to oust Miss 


Charles. - we Me gr 


Josie said he had promised 
Roman Catholic priest, Fr. 
Patrick Anthony, who mediated in 
last month’s political crisis which 
resulted in the resignation under 
public pressure of the SLP 
government, that the SLP would 
conduct a peaceful election 
Campaign. - . 

“But I told him it would be 
peaceful if pcople allowed it to be 
peaceful. We are preaching peace 
on the SLP platform because we 
have to prove who the violent 
elements in the society were and 
still are,’’ he said. . 

_Referririg to the attempts to 
disrupt the meeting, J osie said: 

““T hereis a style of campaign we 
have witnessed over the years. You 
must frighten them. You must get 
them afraid. You must stone them. 
You must heckie them. You must 
run them off the platforms. 

“We don’t mind the stones. We 
don’t mind the broken eggs. But 
brother, wherever you are, | hope 
you are listening. The day one of 
your men makes the mistake and 
fires one shot, neither of us will 


live te see the end of that struggle. 


The-day that one bullet is fired all 
hell breaks loose in this country.”’ 
(CANA) - -.- ~ 


Details From Pilgrim 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Feb 82 p 5 


[Article by Guy Ellis: 


[Text ] 


we ar Fe) 


PM: Police Involved in Passports Racket"] 


-CASTRIES, Feb., (Cana): 


SAINT LUCIA‘S. interim Prime Minister, 
Michael Pilgrim briefed the nation last night on. 
the latest scandal, here — a passports racket 
allegedly involving ‘‘criminal elements,’ in 
Britain and lawyer Ministers in the last Saint 
Lucia Labour Party (SLP) Government — and 
vowed io see justice done, irrespective of where 
: month’ ago in an interim | 
Government formed after 


the axe fell. 


Mr. Pilgrim said some 


members of the Royal Saint 
Lucia Police Force were also 
involved in the racket, 
under - which _—, — 
passports were y so 
to siieas suasgens. Ii said a 
warrant had been issued for 
the arrest of one senior 
policeman who had skipped 
the country. 

Twenty-one genuine pass- 
= blanks were missing, 

e said. 

Mr. Pilgrim, who became 
Prime Minister less than a 


the resignation, through 
— protest, of the SLP 
overnment, also 
confirmed reports that 
Scotland Yard detectives 
were assisting in the inves- 
—. 
he passports scandal 
broke as the interim 
Government was in the 
throes of getting the island 
ready for new general elec- 
tions, to be held by May 7. 
Mr. Pilgrim named one 
Dr.. Wolfgang Kurt Basch,.. 
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whoih he’ described as “a 


‘London-based, 


‘pass 


international criminal’’ 
. sold . guns, silencers, 
Bowie knives and Bibles, as | 
the mastermind behind the , 
rts racket, and said - 
the United States, Federal. 
Bureau, of Investigation 
(FBI). Was also interested in. 
Dr. Basch. em 
Basch, he disclosed, was 
also known as Rev. P. Find, 
of the United Anglican 
Church of England, and has 
involved in a Vincentian 
company, Commercial Bank 
International, and with 
General Export, and Im- 
pert. Limited of Saint 
ucia. 


The Prime Minister said 
the scandal could have 
‘serious consequences,” for 
Saint Lucia’s national secu- 
rity. Pr 
Mr. Pilgrim related how, 
two weeks after assuming 
office, he receivéd a confi- 
dential document from 
Police authorities in 
Britain, indicating that 
they were in the process of 
investigations certain irre- 





criminal, one Dr. Wolfgang 
Kr Pilgrim id local 

: sai 
Police records confirmed 
that blank peacepets 
were, in 


revealed that a certain 
Police officer here was in 
direct contact with Basch 
and obtained these blank 
passports from another lo- 
cal policeman, ‘‘at a quoted 
price of $500 (EC). 


Basch had offered to secure 
Saint Lucia citizenship to 
wealthy Iranians, through 
‘thigh politicians in a 
Commonwealth country.” 
The fee required by these 
politicians was $50,000 (US) 
per — and $75,000 (US) 
per famil 


n court of dishonesty, 
receiving stolen Saint 
Lucian passports, and 

estly undertaking to 

in disposal. 
‘“‘Basch himself was repre- 





_ He said Basch had been . 
ee cies a counts in a ’ 


- 


larities in the sale of, 
oa t Lucian passports to 


ens. i 
He said he concluded that . 
certain local Police officers 


sented in Saint Lucia by a‘ 
well-known lawyer, and he - 
was in direct contact with - 
‘another lawyer who was.‘ 


CSO: 
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were in league with 
‘‘criminal elements’’ in 


“Britain *» the illegal sale. 


He said “I immediately 
set procedures in’ motion to 
an investigation in-- 


also a minister in the Saint 
Lucian Labour Party 
Government. 


“His activities in Saint 
Lucia were not restricted 
to passports. He nad made 


< 


to the machinery for the , 
issuing of passports in Saint arrangements with officials . 
Lucia, and it was discovered. for obtaining international 


that. there were clear irre- 
gularities, in that a number 
of passports had been. 
posted from. Saint Lucia to. 


an internationally. known | 
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drivers’ licences and even 
procuring departmental 


public stamps tor validat- - 


ing his passports.”’ 











COUNTRY SECTION 


SENATE HOLDS FINAL PRE-ELECTION MEETING; WEIGHS NEW LOAN 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3025/186 


CASTRIES, St. Lucia, 
Saturday, (CANA) — THE ST. 
LUCIA Senate met for the last 
time on Thursday prior to 
General Elections, to tie u 
parliamentary loose e 
which included a motion to 
allow government to borrow 
over $500000 from the 
European Investment Bank. 

This. was the first meeting 
held since the last Senate was 
revoked and five new 
Government Senators sworn 
in to form part of the Interim 
Government headed by Prime 
Minister Michael Pilgrim. . 


Government of Prime 

Minister Winston . Cenac 

resigned following Bonen 
over leg 


mismanagement of the 

country, particularly — the 

ee and attempts to 
ss “offensive” legislation in 
arliament. ; 

One of the high points of the 
meeting was a te on a 
motion tabled by Senator 
George Louis. Leader of 
Government Business, which 
called for permission to 
borrow $502 000 to, finance, 


further studies’ on the thore regularly ~ in 
—— project. _in districts. 
friere. In 1974 drilling * Voter 


began at the Sulphur Springs 
in the island’s west coast, to 
determine whether steam was 
available in commercial 
quantities, for the production 
of — —— 

e five Pposition 


Senators voted against the 
motion on the grounds that the 
project was not timely and 
would only p mag the country : 
in further . They argued 
that there are other sectors of 
the economy which needed 
more immediate attention, 
and added that there was also 
every chance that the 
research would produce no 
results.’ 

The Senate approved the, 
motion after president Calixte* 
George used his casting vote 
to give government a 6-5 
me gro ursday’s meeting 
will now bring an end to the 
life of Parliament which is to 
be dissolved on Saturday in 
rong for General 

lections. 

Prime Minister Pilgrim has 
already indicated his intention 
to utilise the full 90 days within 
which elections can be held. 
None of the three political. 
parties here has announced an 
official start to their cam- 

aign although the United 

jorkers Party and the 
Progressive Labour Party 
have, been holding meetings 
gnece a week in Castries and : 
the out” 


, registration has 
started, and a preliminary list 
is expected to be published 
here next week. The three 
parties have been holding 
regular indoor meetings to 
select candidates for the 17 
constituencies. 








COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


UNION ATTACKS TELCO FOR HIRING TOO MANY EXPATRIATES 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Feb 82 p 3 


[Text] Communication Workers' Union has launched an attack on the Trinidad 
and Tobago telephone Company (Telco) for flooding its managerial team with an 
excessive number of expatriates. 


CWU secretary general Lyle Townsend wrote Dr Neilson Mackay Telco's executive 
director, stating that this constituted an unfair suppression of local talent 
and he insisted that the company should list for the union's benefit as a mat- 
ter of urgency who the expatriates were and what were their terms and condi- 
tions of service. 


Labelling Telco's neglect to inform the union as soon as a non-national was 
employed as "industrial treachery," Mr Townsend demanded that the company 
should immediately cease hiring ex-patriates since from reports reaching the 
CWU it appeared their input into the development of Telco was minimal. 


Copies of Mr Townsend's letter to Dr Mackey were despatched to Prime Minister 
George Chambers, Mr John Donaldson, Minister of National Security, Mr Ronald 
Williams, Minister of State Enterprises, Senator John Eckstein, Minister of 
Public Utilities, and CWU branch secretaries. 


When contacted for his reaction and whether he would heed the CWU's demands, 
Dr Mackay indicated that he had just received his letter and was studying it. 
he would be making a comprehensive statement on it in the near future. 


Mr Townsend declared that the CWU was expressing its “utter disgust" at what 
it considered were autocratic and questionable activities that were not in the 
national interest. 


Mr Townsend said that Telco several months ago hired two Canadians--Marvin 
Larsen as general manager of technical services, and W. Draper as a training 


consultant--and so informed the union. 


"Since then we have been reliably informed that there are now over 30 ex- 
patriates employed in various managerial positions. 


135 








Concrete Evidence 


"To date, the union has not been informed of their employment, functions and 
the price our country is paying for their questionable inputs--questionable 
because the concrete evidence has given rise to such reality," Mr Townsend 
stated. 


He charged that the experience will Filipino technicians proved the point for 
most of the work they did had to be done over by locals. Mr Townsend referred, 
too, to the employment of another Canadian, John Miso, as district manager 
'(North)' and claimed that he returned to Canada without contributing as much 
as was expected to Telco's development. 


The union secretary general said that it would appear that the company's policy 


of hiring expatriates reflected "the most blatant disregard for democratic in- 
dustrial relations practices and a most unfair suppression of local initiative." 


csO: 3025/187 








COUNTRY SECTION 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


EDITORIAL SPECULATES ON RUMORS OF SABOTAGE IN TELCO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Feb 82 p 8 


{Editorial: 


[Text ] 


CERTAIN sources at the 


Trinidad and Tobago Telephone 


Company believe that the abrupt 


cessation of operation on the part 


of the ND-20 tandem in the Nelson 
Exchange earlier this week, which 
seriously halted international 
dialling from this country, was not 
equipment failure or the result of 
overload. 


They say that if overload had 


occurred there would have been 


reductions and warnings before the 


cessation. 


The official version put out is . 
that the cessation was caused by . 


equipment failure, which has now 
been set right by the Japanese 


technicians managing the system — 
Japanese 
p : 


on. behalf of the 
manufacturers. 


The remarks of the Telco sources . 


who do not support the official 


explanation, though, provide scope | 


for great concern. 

First of all, the rumours have 
increased that there is something 
like a campaign of sabotage being 
carried on at Telco by persons 
nursing various kinds of grievances. 


In these circumstances, the_ 


Telco management must certainly 
improve security measures and 
must also conduct the most 
searching inquiry to prevent any 
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"Nothing Less Than Traitors" ] 


sabotage whatever from succeed- 
ing even to the least degree. 


‘UNHELPFUL TREND 


We do not omit the trade union 
executive: the union must fully 
support management’s efforts to 
frustrate any abuse of the Telco 
system by anyone. 

That means that the union must 

find members willing to assist the 
management in getting to the 
bottom of what may be a 
mysterious and unhelpful trend. 
+ If the union is not prepared to do 
this, then it certainly will not be 
serving the best interest of the 
country and of its own members. 

The union has been complaining 
to management about the 
engagement of numerous 
expatriate personnel, many of 
them for even the most elemen- 
tary operations and all for opera- 
tions well within the competence of 
nationals employed by Telco. 


The union has stated that even 
Japanese personnel brought in to 
instal the Japanese system 
acquired have not been performing 
expertly. = - 

This iast is news to most people 
who tend to believe that, in fact, i 
is nationals at Telco who have 


— 


a 








CSO: 


fouled things up which the’ 
Japanese or Filipinos put right in a. 
jiffy in most cases. , 

Whatever the truth of the 
matter, the fact is that most 
telephones in the nation have been - 
afflicted with a great. variety of 
technical ailments, creating the 
general opinion that our ‘service 
must be one of the world’s 
costliest, particularly when we 
take into considerations the alter- 


natives that must be used in the- 


events of non-functional phones im- 
pairing the conduct of business or. 
social undertakings. . 
_ For the authorities to be think- 
ing: of raising telephone rates at 
this Stage must be considered 
inappropriate. a 

We ‘have mentioned the. 
possibility that the failure of the 


ND-20 tandem was due to sabotage 


and if this is proved to be a correct 
Statement, then prompt and effec- 
tive discipline must be instituted 
whatever the cost. — 


FRIGHTENING « 


Failure to prevent sabotage or to 
punish saboteurs can result only in 
worse damage to the system in the. 


long run. * 


We say this because for years ‘ 


3025/187 





‘there had been similar rumours | 


with regard to the operations of - 
Trinidad and Tobago Electricity 
Commission. 

Then sometime last year the 
rumours proved true when evidence 
of sabotage was found following a 
particularly severe blackout. The 
Commission earnestly promised to 
ferret out the saboteurs and deal 
with them but we have heard noth- 


: ing about this since then. 


However, the rumours continue 


‘to florish and we find them a little 


frightening. They cause us to 
wonder how many of them are true, 
how much of the dislocation and 
disruption in public services that ~ 
we must .endure are due to 
deliberate acts of sabotage. 

, Whatever their politics or their 
grievances, workers who do any 
thing to purposely dislocate the 
functioning or retard the installa- ; 
tion of machinery and equipment 
intended for public service must be 
regarded as nothing tess than 
traitors, particularly in view of the 
massive .expenditure and 
trememdous efforts being made to 
provide basic amenities. 

At a time when our country needs 
to move forward productively to- 
gether, may Heaven protect us 
from the saboteurs. (_ 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS CALLS FOR INVESTIGATION OF OFF-DUTY ARMY MELEE 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Feb 82 p 1 
[Article by Evans K. Greene] 


[Text] Prime Minister George Chambers is very much concerned about the inci- 
dent in which some 25-30 off-duty soldiers in plain clothes went on the ram- 
page at St Mary's Restaurant and Bar--the popular drinking place in St James 
known as "The College." 


He has called on National Security Minister, Mr John Donaldson, to have a 
written report on the incident prepared and handed to him. 


This is already in the course of preparation by Police Commissioner Randolph 
Burroughs who immediately reported the incident to the National Security Minis- 
ter with whom he was in constant communications throughout the investigations. 


Mr Burroughs also held top level discussions with Commodore Mervyn Williams, 
Chief of Defence Staff, as well as Lt-Col. A.R.N. Baden-Semper, Commanding 
Officer of Alpha ("A") Company, otherwise known as the First Battalion of the 
Trinidad and Tobago Regiment stationed at Camp Ogden, Long Circular Road, 

St James. 


2 Soldiers Shot 


Detective Cpl Michael Lambert, of the Flying Squad, was wounded on the head 
when he went into the "College" to investigate the rampage, and Pte. Curtis 
Blunt and Pte Robert Kong received gun shot wounds and were warded at the Port 
of Spain General Hospital under a regiment guard. 


Also visiting the scene of the incident were Supt Peter Richards, Head of 
Western Division, along with Asst. Supt. Paul Providence and they were joined 
by Acting Supt. Malcolm Kingston. 


Pte Timothy Pierre and Pte David Price, who were detained at the St James 
Police Station, have since been handed over to the Army where they are held 
in custody. 


Linda Rivas Caesar, who was attending the bar in company with Edward Unanakul 
and getting ready to hand over to her husband, James, was struck on the chest 
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with a bottle curing the rampage. She said she lost a handbag containing the 
day's sales. Damage to furniture and equipment including lighting was esti- 
mated at more than $12,000. 


The Police are investigating a report that last Friday evening there was some 
incident in which an army vehicle was involved in an accident with a civilian 
vehicle. 


It was reported that the soldiers came out of their vehicle and started beat- 
ing the driver of the civilian vehicle to the annoyance of a member of Tripo- 
lians old time steelband and some of his friends who have their panyard near- 
by. A scuffle ensued. 


It is understood that the soldiers had "to retreat" but promised to return. 


According to an eyewitness account, the soldiers armed with hockey and other 
sticks, returned on Monday night and invaded the Tripolians panyard. The 
players eluded them by putting out the light and scaling a wall. 


The army boys then went across to "The College" where pandemonium reigned as 
drinkers, limers and Tripolians players received blows and either had to take 
cover or flee the scene when they were able to. 


Ken Griffith, a Tripolians member, received severe blows about the body. One 
Jorslyn Alexander, known as "Shirley" who is Flag Waver and sometimes beat the 
tambourine for the Tripolians, was struck with a bottle and Vincent Prince, 
known as "Spanks" was beaten with the hockey stick, kicked and brutally 
beaten. 


Arniff Ali, of Mathura Street, St James, received a cut when a bottle was 
thrown at him, while Patsy Bocas, of Santa Cruz, who was liming in the Club 
was also struck with a bottle. 


The proprietress said that it was about 7.45 p.m. when the plain clothes 
soldiers moved into her business place and positioned themselves at various 


angles, then suddenly one of the soldiers blew a whistle and the war started. 


The battle raged fiercely andthe crowd had to scamper when bottles started 
to fly. 


Mrs Caesar said the "invaders" tried to pull down the burglar-proofing which 
protected the bar. 


csO: 3025/187 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


COCOA PRICE SUPPORT--Government has agreed to a guaranteed price for planta- 
tion grade cocoa of $9.55 per kilo or $4.34 a pound for the 1980--81 crop 
year. A price support estimated to cost the government over $11 million will 
be paid to all cocoa farmers, a Whitehall release said yesterday. This pay- 
ment will be made in three instalments-~an interim payment of $2 per pound 
will be made at point of sale, a dividend of 50 cents per pound a final pay- 
ment (support price) of $1.84 will be paid after all cocoa produce has been 
sold on the international market. For the crop yeal, farmers will receive an 
interim payment of $4.50 a kilo for plantation grade cocoa and $3.52 for 
estate grade cocoa. The other two payments will be paid at the end of crop 
year, based on the revised guaranteed price to be announced by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Lands and Food Production. The Cocoa and Coffee Industry 
Board has stated that plantation grade is cocoa that is well fermented, 
thoroughly dry and free from commercial defects. Estate grade cocoa is reason- 
ably well fermented, thoroughly dry and containing not more than six percent 
commercial defects. The board is responsible for administering this price 
support scheme. The price support is the difference between the guaranteed 
price determined by the ministry and the actual world market price of cocoa. 
This pricing structure is intended to serve as an incentive for farmers to con- 
tinue to produce high quality cocoa for the international market. [Text ] 
[Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Feb 82 p 4] 


GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT REV IEW--Government has appointed a team to review the 
Government-to-government arrangements, with Permanent Secretary in the Minis- 
try of Extemal Affairs, Mr Lennox Ballah, as chairman of the seven-member 

team. The team should submit its report by March 31. Cabinet took the deci- 
sion following statements made by the Minister of Finance and Planning, Mr 
George Chambers, during the 1982 Budget presentation. The terms of reference 
are to undertake a comprehensive review of the Government-to-Government arrange 
ments of the projects undertaken to date, and the mechanisms through which the 
projects are implemented and monitored. The team is to look at the extent to 
which the aims and objectives of the Government-to-Government arrangements 

have been fulfilled; and to make recommendations which should include measures 
to ensure arrangements for monitoring existing projects are effective and 
whether projects planned should come under the Government-to-government arrange~ 
ments. Members of the team include Mr Livingston Cumberbatch, Foreign Service 











Officer IV, Ministry of External Affairs, secretary; Miss A. Carrington, 
Treasury Solicitor, Ministry of Finance and Planning; Mr Harold Atwell, 
Director, Project Analysis and Technical Cooperation; Ministry of Finance 

and Planning; Professor I.D.C. Imbert, Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, 
University of the West Indies; Mr A. Tim Pow, Permanent Secretary, Ministry 

of Housing and Resettlement, and Mr Lennie Farfan, Permament Secretary, Minis- 
try of Works, Maintenance and Drainage. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUAR- 
DIAN in English 12 Feb 82 p 1] 
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